GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 718
ANSWERED ON 23°° JULY, 2026

PROGRESS OF NHs PROJECTS IN SEEMANCHAL REGION

718. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR:

Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
T gRag 3R Jomnt T

be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that increasing
traffic, incomplete upgradation works and inadequate road capacity
at several locations on National Highways (NHs) passing through
the Seemanchal region of Bihar, particularly Katihar, Purnea,
Kishanganj and Araria are causing difficulties in commuting, trade
and transportation of agricultural produce and if so, the details
thereof;

(b) the current status, sanctioned cost, expenditure incurred so far,
physical progress and probable completion dates of sanctioned
projects relating to widening bypasses, Railway Over Bridges
(ROBs) and the road safety measures on National Highways in the

Seemanchal region, project-wise; and

(c) whether the Government is considering prioritizing the
strengthening of National Highway infrastructure and introducing
new projects, keeping in view the developmental needs of the
Seemanchal region and its strategic importance as the gateway to
the North-Eastern States and if so, the details thereof?



ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

(SHRI NITIN JAIRAM GADKARI)

(a) to (c) Development and Maintenance of National Highways
(NH) is a continuous process. Government in Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways is primarily responsible for development and
Maintenance of NHs in the country including Seemanchal
(comprising of Katihar, Purnea, Kishanganj and Araria districts)
region of Bihar and based on the traffic density,
connectivity/logistic requirements and synergy with PM Gati Shakti
National Master Plan, NH development in the Seemanchal region of
Bihar has been taken up. The total length of NH in Seemanchal
Region of Bihar is 745 km out of which 408 Km length has already
been developed, 84 Km length is under ongoing development and
253 km length is yet to be taken up projects in pipeline. The details

of works and projects in pipe-line are annexed.



Annexure

ANNEXURE REFERRED IN REPLY TO PART (a) to (c) OF LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 718 FOR 23%f° JULY, 2026 ASKED BY
SHRI TARIQ ANWAR REGARDING PROGRESS OF NHs PROJECTS IN
SEEMANCHAL REGION
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B. Details of Projects in Pipeline:
Sr Seemanchal Project Length in
No. Name of Work Districts Length (in Semanchal
) involved Km.) |Districts (in Km.)
4 | FPatna-Pumea Purnea 244 60
Expressway
2 Gorakhpur-Siliguri _Ararla, _ 526 132
Expressway Kishanganj
4 laning of
3 | Khagaria- Purnea |(Katihar, Purnea| 143.53 61.83
section of NH-31
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