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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO: 1143
ANSWERED ON 24.07.2026

STRENGTHENING OF AWCS THROUGH CSR

SHRI RAMASHANKAR VIDHARTHI RAJBHAR:
Will the Minister of WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

the details of the works being undertaken in the rural areas of Uttar Pradesh under the
Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan Abhiyaan;

whether there is any proposal to increase the salary structure of Anganwadi Workers, if so,
the details thereof indicating the present structure and propose increase and if not, the
reasons therefor;

the total number of Anganwadi centres, dilapidated buildings and the status of basic
essential amenities in Deoria and Ballia districts;

the extent to which the monitoring mechanism has been made effective by the Government
through the Poshan Tracker and other digital platforms to eradicate the problem of
malnutrition; and

whether the Government is considering to enhance the participation of private entities

through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to strengthen the basic infrastructure of
Anganwadi centres, if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

(SHRIMATI SAVITRI THAKUR)

(a) to (e) In the 15™ Finance Commission, components of nutritional support for children below
the age of 6 years, pregnant women and lactating mothers, Adolescent Girls (14 — 18 years); Early
Childhood Care and Education [3-6 years]; Anganwadi infrastructure including modern, upgraded
Saksham Anganwadi, Poshan Abhiyaan and Scheme for Adolescent Girls were reorganised under
Mission Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0.

Under Mission Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0, a package of six services i.e Supplementary
Nutrition (SNP), Pre-school Non-formal Education, Nutrition & Health Education, Immunization,



Health Check-up, and Referral Services are provided to the eligible beneficiaries through
Anganwadi Centres across the country including State of Uttar Pradesh. Three of the six services,
viz., Immunization, Health check-up and Referral Services are related to health and are provided
through National Health Mission (NHM) & Public Health Infrastructure. These services are
provided to the eligible registered beneficiaries i.e children up to the age of 6 years, Pregnant
Women and Lactating Mothers across the country and Adolescent Girls in the age group of 14 to
18 years in Aspirational Districts of States and all districts of North Eastern Region by through the
platform of Anganwadi Centre.

The district wise details of beneficiaries, infrastructure facilities, service delivery at anganwadi
centres etc across the country including state of Uttar Pradesh can be accessed from Poshan
Tracker at https://www.poshantracker.in/statistics.

Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) and Anganwadi Helpers (AWHs) are honorary workers drawn from
the local community who voluntarily come forward to render their services in the area of child
care and development to help the local community for which they are paid honorarium. This
honorarium is increased from time to time. From 1% October, 2018, Government of India has
enhanced the honorarium of AWWs at Anganwadi centres (AWCs) from Rs.3,000/- to Rs.4,500/-
per month and AWHs from Rs.1,500/- to Rs.2,250/- per month as per the defined cost sharing ratio
between the Centre and States and UTs. In addition, States and UTs are also paying additional
monetary incentives and top ups to these functionaries from their own resources which vary from
State to State. Besides, performance linked incentive of Rs.500/- per month is provided to AWWSs
and Rs.250/- per month to AWHs.

The Ministry has introduced ‘Poshan Tracker’ digital application as an important governance tool
for real time monitoring and tracking of all Anganwadi Centres (AWCs), Anganwadi Workers
(AWWs) and beneficiaries on defined indicators under Mission Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan
2.0. Poshan Tracker app has enabled the Ministry to review the implementation of the scheme on
various parameters and to make course correction. It has facilitated near real time data collection
for Anganwadi Services such as, opening of AWCs, daily attendance of children, ECCE activities,
Growth Monitoring of children, Provision of Hot Cooked Meal (HCM) and Take-Home Ration
(THR), Growth Measurement etc.

This Mission is a universal umbrella scheme where there are no entry barriers for any beneficiary
to register and receive services. Every beneficiary who is willing to undergo the eK'YC procedure
for Facial Recognition System (FRS), is fully entitled to receive the benefits of the scheme. This
Aadhaar based tracking has enabled proper identification of beneficiaries, prevention of leakages
and eliminating ghost entries. As per the data available on the Poshan Tracker dashboard, 99.88%
registered beneficiaries are Aadhaar verified. For last mile tracking of Service Delivery, Ministry
of Women and Child Development (MWCD) has developed Facial Recognition System (FRS) in
Poshan Tracker Application for distribution of Take-Home Ration (THR) to ensure that benefit is
given only to the intended beneficiary registered in Poshan Tracker.



The Nominee Module has also been introduced in Poshan Tracker to ensure uninterrupted delivery
of Take-Home Ration (THR) to the beneficiaries. If due to any reason, the registered beneficiary
is unable to visit the Anganwadi Centre to receive their THR through FRS, she can choose a
nominee on her behalf to receive her THR. Nominee has to undergo e-KYC only ONCE, but face
matching will be done every time for receiving THR on behalf of the beneficiary. Even after
addition of the nominee, beneficiary can still continue to receive THR, if they so wish to. This has
improved ease of living for the beneficiaries.

Ministry has launched Pankhudi Portal to facilitate collaboration with organizations, individuals,
corporates etc for carrying out different activities under the three Missions namely Mission
Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0, Mission Shakti and Mission Vatsalya. Details are available
on the link https://pankhudi.wcd.gov.in/web/home.
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