OIH
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 120
TO BE ANSWERED ON 27.07.2026

Curb on Air Pollution
*120. SMT. GENIBEN NAGAJI THAKOR:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the level of air pollution across various cities and industrial areas of the country has
surpassed the prescribed standards;

(b) if so, the details of the Air Quality Index (AQI) including the most polluted cities during the
last three years, State/UT-wise;

(c) the details of the steps taken by the Government to curb air pollution and to reduce industrial
and vehicular pollution;

(d) whether the Government proposes to implement any new scheme for the conservation of
forests, afforestation and restoration of degraded forest areas; and

(e) the details of the schemes and campaigns implemented by the Government to mitigate the
impact of climate change and to enhance the public participation in environmental protection?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI BHUPENDER YADAYV)

(a) to (e): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (A) TO (E) OF LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 120 DUE FOR REPLY ON 27.07.2026 REGARDING CURB
ON AIR POLLUTION ASKED BY SMT. GENIBEN NAGAJI THAKOR

(a) & (b). To provide better air quality, the Government has launched the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) as a long-term, time-bound, national level strategy to address air pollution in
130 non-attainment and million plus cities/urban agglomerations in 24 States/UTs.

Performance based incentive grants of Rs 16,423.56 crore have been released to 130 cities for
implementing City Clean Air Action Plans. With coordinated efforts under NCAP, 108 cities have
shown reductions in PM10 concentrations in 2025-26 as compared to 2017-18, with 72 cities
achieving reductions of more than 20%, and 26 cities achieving reductions of more than 40%. 14
cities have met the National Ambient Air Quality Standards in FY 2025-26, compared to only 6
cities in 2017-18. The details of AQI during the last three years, State/UT wise is enclosed as
Annexure L.

(c). Air pollution across the country is regulated by Concerned State Pollution Control Boards
(SPCBs) or Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) through Consent mechanism (Consent to
Establish and Consent to Operate) under the provisions of the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 and the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. Additionally,
specific categories of industries are regulated under the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, 2006 through grant of Environmental Clearance (EC) and filing of half-yearly
compliance reports by the industries for post project monitoring.

To address air pollution in Delhi-NCR, the Government has established the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) under the Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and
Adjoining Areas Act, 2021 for protecting and improving air quality. CAQM has so far issued 101
Statutory Directions and 17 Advisories/executive orders to the Governments of NCR
States/GNCTD and the agencies concerned, and their implementation is rigorously monitored
through periodic progress reviews and follow-up orders and directions.

Further, in order to strengthen self-regulation, 17 categories of highly polluting industries are
mandated to install Online Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems (OCEMS), for real-time
monitoring and alert system with connectivity to the server of SPCBs/PCCs and Central Pollution
Control Boards (CPCB). Based on the alerts generated from OCEMS, CPCB also conduct surprise
inspection of selected industries and appropriate action is initiated by CPCB under Section 5 of
the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 against the non-complaint industries. Other than this, steps
taken by the Government to curb industrial and vehicular pollution are enclosed as Annexure 11

(d). Government has launched Nagar Van Yojana (NVY) to develop 600 Nagar Vans and 400
Nagar Vatikas in the country during the period of 2020- 21 to 2026-27 with an objective to
significantly enhance the tree outside forests, green cover, enhancement of biodiversity and
ecological benefits to the urban and peri-urban areas apart from improving quality of life of city
dwellers. The Central grants from funds under National Authority of CAMPA are provided under
the scheme to cover the cost of fencing, soil-moisture conservation measures & related activities,
administrative activities, plantation and maintenance.



National Mission for a Green India (GIM) is one of the nine Missions outlined under the National
Action Plan on Climate Change. It aims at protecting, restoring, and enhancing India’s forest cover
by undertaking eco-restoration/plantation activities in the forest and non-forest areas through Joint
Forest Management Committees (JEMC’s). An amount of Rs. 1,076.34 Crore has been allocated
to 18 States/UTs for creation of plantation/eco-restoration over an area of 1,84,467 hectares.

The National Authority CAMPA established under the Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF)
Act, 2016 approves the annual plan of operations furnished by States and Union Territories
containing activities such as Compensatory Afforestation, Assisted Natural Regeneration,
Artificial Regeneration and other eco-restoration activities. An amount of Rs. 6,769.25 crore has
been approved for compensatory afforestation, Assisted Natural Regeneration & Artificial
Regeneration to States/UTs during last five years.

(e) The Government of India has undertaken a range of programmes, schemes and campaigns
to mitigate the adverse impacts of climate change, enhance climate resilience and promote public
participation in environmental protection and sustainable development.

At the national level, the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) provides an
overarching framework for India's climate action and comprises nine National Missions focusing
on areas including solar energy, energy efficiency, water, sustainable agriculture, health, the
Himalayan ecosystem, sustainable habitat, Green India and strategic knowledge for climate
change. Thirty-six States/Union Territories (UTs) have prepared their respective State Action
Plans on Climate Change (SAPCCs) in line with the NAPCC, taking into account State/UT-
specific climate vulnerabilities, risks and adaptation priorities. The concerned State
Governments/UT Administrations are responsible for implementation of their respective SAPCCs.

The National Adaptation Fund on Climate Change (NAFCC), a Central Sector Scheme of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, has supported adaptation projects aimed at
addressing climate vulnerabilities in sectors such as agriculture, water resources, forestry, coastal
areas and livelihoods. The Government is also implementing a range of sector-specific
programmes contributing to climate adaptation and resilience, including the Jal Jeevan Mission,
Atal Bhujal Yojana, Jal Shakti Abhiyan, National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA),
National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA), Green India Mission and other
relevant programmes.
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Annexure I
Number of Good Days (Good, Satisfactory & Moderate) and Bad Days (Poor, Very Poor & Severe) in cities of the country

during 2023 to 2025
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-:’-:;) "g g; 17 = -:’-:;) "g g’} 7] = -:’-:;) 'g 8 & 17 =
. 5 = RS s = | 7|5 2 = A~ | |5
State/UTs City 0] R a g 0] Q1A 3 2] LA g
= o = ) = o
S| B | Z e | B | Z e |1 B | Z
—_ = (@] ] —_ = (@] ] - = = (@] <
n S 2 n S e v 2 & S

1|1 1 1|1
West Bengal | Durgapur 01512 30 33 |1 |8|6]7]|2 26 35 1144 31 36
48 |1 1391 2 13012 [6]6]0[0|3|0] 2 [93[5 58|6|5[6|0[0] 9 |46 5

1 1 1

West Bengal | Haldia 911 33 34 141919 32 3512|1615 29 36
123 1916410 8 | 412 |1[5/01]2]0] 6 [33]9|3[4]0[9[7[0| 7 |66 3

1|1 1 1|1
West Bengal | Howrah 210 29 36 | 6|29 |7 28 36 4106 29 36
68 91017 7 1685 (7|7]0|/6[6]/0] 4 |86 |52|5]0]|6[2]0] 7 |68|5

1|1 1 1|1
West Bengal | Kolkata 1|14 31 36 (939 |4 32 36 31012 33 36
93 16[0]4 ]2 9 146 | 5 [3]9]2(2|0|0| 4 [42[6 97|7|4|7]0]0] 8 |27] 5

1 111 1
West Bengal | Siliguri 671 34 35 (2210 35 35121281 33 34
102 |38 |1]0 3 (11| 4 (7[5/2|5]0]/0 4|5 ]19|7]3]1[8[0[0| 1 |18| 9
NB.

Good Days (Number of days in Good, Satisfactory & Moderate AQI category)
Bad (Number of Days in Poor, Very Poor & Severe AQI category)
Adequate monitoring days: 75% of 366 days & 365 days




Annexure I1

Steps taken by the Government to curb air pollution and to reduce industrial and vehicles

pollution

1.0 Measures for control of vehicular emissions:

Leapfrogging from BS-IV to BS-VI fuel standards. Introduction of BS VI compliant
vehicles across the country since April, 2020.

Government launched the PARIVARTAN (Programme for Accelerated Renewal and
Incentivization of Vehicle Assets for Reducing Transport Air Pollution and Network
Emissions) scheme aims to replace older, highly polluting trucks and buses operating in
the National Capital Region (NCR) with cleaner Bharat Stage (BS)-VI compliant and
electric vehicles

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways launched Vehicle Scrapping Policy to promote
voluntary scrapping of end-of-life vehicles.

(MoRTH) has issued notifications on the establishment of Registered Vehicle Scrapping
Facility (RVSFs) and Automated Testing System (ATS) to enable the eco-system for
vehicle scrapping.

Installation of Vapour Recovery System (VRS) in new and existing petrol pumps selling
gasoline >100k] per month in million plus cities and those selling >300kl per month in
cities with population between 1 lakh to 1 million to control vehicular refuelling emissions.
Synchronization in traffic movements/Introduction of Intelligent Traffic System (ITS) for
lane-driving.

Improving and strengthening of Pollution Under Control (PUC) Certificate System
programme across the country by MoRTH.

Ministry of Heavy Industries has notified PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative
Vehicle Enhancement (PM E-DRIVE) Scheme in September, 2024 with an outlay of
%10,900 crores. It aims to support electric vehicles including e-2W, e-3W, e-Trucks, e-
buses, e-Ambulances, EV public charging stations and upgradation of testing agencies.

2.0 Measures for control of industrial emission:

State Pollution Control Boards/Pollution Control Committees, through Consent mechanism,
monitor the establishment and operation of industries and polluting activities through
prescription of pollution control measures and monitoring the compliance of environmental
standards.

In case of Projects/Activities covered under the Schedule to the EIA Notification, 2006, as
amended, environmental impacts are appraised and environmental management plans are
prepared incorporating pollution control, prevention and abatement measures while granting
prior environmental clearance so as to put in place appropriate environmental safeguards.

To address industrial pollution in the Critically and Severely Polluted Industrial Areas,
SPCBs/PCCs have prepared the action plans to bring down the levels of CEPI score and these
action plans are monitored periodically by SPCB/PCCs as well as CPCB.

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India
notifies “Standards for Emission or Discharge of Environmental Pollutants from various
Industries” under Schedule-I of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986. So far, 79



industrial specific environmental standards have been notified. In respect of the industrial
sectors, for which specific standards are not available, general standards as notified under
Schedule-VI of the Environment Protection Rules, 1986 are applicable.

e For strengthening monitoring mechanism and effective compliance through self-regulatory
mechanism, CPCB directed all 17 categories of highly polluting industries to install Online
Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems (OCEMS).

e CPCB vide directions dated 12.02.2025 classified a total of 419 industrial sectors and sub-
sectors in Red (125), Orange (137), Green (61), White (87) and Blue (9) for the purpose of
Consent management under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and
the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.

Measures for control of industrial emission in Delhi NCR

e Ban on use of imported pet coke in the country since July 26, 2018, with exception for use
in permitted processes.

e CPCB has come out with System and Procedure for Emission Compliance Testing of
Retro-fit Emission Control Devices (RECD) for Diesel Power Generating Set Engines up
to Gross Mechanical Power 800 kW.

e In 2022, CPCB mandated new brick kilns must use zig-zag technology, vertical shaft, or
piped natural gas, and adhere to specific standards. Also, Existing kilns must also convert
to these technologies or use approved fuels.

e Directions issued for conversion of brick kilns to zig-zag technology in Delhi and NCR.

e An approved fuel list is in force in Delhi-NCR w.e.f. 01.01.2023. Industries operating on
only PNG or biomass are permitted in NCR, except for specific requirement of other fuels
by specific industries owing to technical, technological and process requirements.

e Stringent PM emission norms have been prescribed by CAQM for industries using biomass
based boilers in NCR.



