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RECOGNITION TO GEO PARK 

 
4268. DR. GOKARAJU GANGA RAJU:  

 
 Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state: 
 
(a) whether, the Government has declared and recognised the Red Soil Hills located 

in Visakhapatnam as a Central Geographical Heritage Site and now is planning 
to make it as the first Geo Park in India; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
(c) whether the Government proposes to recommend the Geo Park to UNESCO for 

its recognition as UNESCO’s Heritage site so as to attract international tourists; 
(d) if so, the details thereof; and 
(e) the steps taken to protect the site from encroachments, if any? 

 
A  N   S  W  E  R 

 
THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR MINES, POWER, 
COAL AND NEW & RENEWABLE ENERGY (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL) 
 
 
(a) & (b) :  Director General, Geological Survey of India (GSI), vide resolution dated 
19th July 2014, has declared the Red Soil Hills - Erra  Matti Dibbalu, Visakhapatnam 
as a Geoheritage Site.  Subsequently, the Government of Andhra Pradesh passed 
an order (G.O.Ms. No.99 dated 12th July 2016) for notification in the Extra-Ordinary 
issue of Andhra Pradesh Gazette, declaring the site as Geological Heritage Site for 
conservation, protection and maintenance.  
 
There is no such proposal under consideration of the Ministry of Mines to make the 
Red Soil Hills the first ‘Geo Park’ in India.  
 
(c) & (d): There is no such proposal being considered in the Ministry of Mines. 
 
(e): As given under (a) above. 
 

 

* * * 


