
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1381 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 26.07.2016 

 
Climate Change 

 
1381. SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY 
 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to 
state:  
(a)   whether any research has been conducted by the Government regarding impact  of 

agriculture on global climate and if so, the details thereof;  
(b)   whether reducing food waste can help in reducing contribution of agriculture to 

greenhouse gas emission and consequently, mitigate climate change to some extent; and  
(c)   if so, the initiatives taken by the Government in this regard? 

 
ANSWER 

 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT, 
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
  
(SHRI ANIL MADHAV DAVE) 
 
(a) Human-induced emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) including those from the 
agriculture sector are considered to be the drivers of observed climate change. While annual 
total GHG emissions from agriculture in 2010 are estimated to be of the order of 10-12% of 
global anthropogenic emission, the research conducted by the government indicates that 
agriculture in India contributed to 18% of the total emissions of India in 2010. The gases 
emitted from this sector are mainly methane (CH4) and Nitrous Oxide (N2O). 
 
(b) As agriculture sector is the main source of food, reducing food loss and waste leads to 
avoidance of unnecessary greenhouse gas emissions and helps in mitigating climate change 
through better management of food utilisation, distribution & sustainable lifestyle. 
 
(c) National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture launched in 2010 under National Action Plan 
on Climate Change (NAPCC) address both mitigation and adaptation to climate change 
through programmes such as System of Rice Intensification (SRI) against conventional rice 
cultivation and Coverage of milch animals under Ration Balancing Programme. National 
Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture has also been launched in 2011 to address both 
adaptation and mitigation in agriculture sector.  
 

The National Food Security Act, 2013 promulgated by the government is aimed at  
ensuring, inter alia,  timely and efficient procurement and distribution of food grains, building 
up and maintenance of food stocks, their efficient storage, movement and delivery to the 
distributing agencies and monitoring of production, stock and price levels of food grains.  
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