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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.2374
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 11™ MARCH, 2016

MODERNIZATION OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT
2374. SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE  j{kk ea=h
be pleased to state:

(@  whether the IAF is going to modernize its combat aircraft; and

(b)  if so, the details thereof?

A NS WER
MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR)
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(@) & (b): Modernisation of the Armed Forces is a continuous process
based on threat perception, operational challenges and technological
changes to keep the Armed Forces in a state of readiness to meet the
entire spectrum of security challenges. This is achieved through induction
of new equipment and technological upgradation of capabilities. The
equipment requirements of the Armed Forces are planned and progressed
through a detailed process which includes 15 year Long Term Integrated
Perspective Plan (LTIPP), a five year Service-wise Capability Acquisition
Plan, a two year roll-on Annual Acquisition Plan and deliberations by the

Defence Acquisition Council chaired by the Raksha Mantri.



MiG-29, Jaguar, Mirage-2000 fighter aircraft are being upgraded in
a phased manner. The planned inductions include Su-30 MKI and Tejas
Light Combat Aircraft.

Further, as per the India-France Joint Statement issued by the two
countries during the Prime Minister’s visit to France, Government of
India conveyed to the Government of France that in view of the critical
operational necessity for Multirole Combat Aircraft for Indian Air Force
(IAF), Government of India would like to acquire 36 Rafale jets in fly-
away condition as quickly as possible. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between Indian and French Government has also
been signed on January 25, 2016 in this regard. Negotiations with the

French side are currently on.
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