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Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION

be pleased to state:-

(a) whether the Government proposes to further expand the Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik

(UDAN) scheme to connect additional Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and remote areas through
affordable regional air connectivity;



(b) if so, the details thereof including the number of additional airports, heliports and water
aerodromes proposed to be operationalised in the upcoming phases, State-wise;

(c) whether the Government proposes to commence regular flights from Manpur airstrip
during the current session; and

(d) whether the Government has conducted any assessment of the operational sustainability
of routes under the UDAN scheme, particularly with regard to Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
and airline participation and if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

Minister of State in the Ministry of CIVIL AVIATION (Shri Murlidhar
Mohol)

(@) to (c): The Government has recently approved a modified UDAN Scheme to connect 120
new destinations, serve 4 crore passengers over the next 10 years. The scheme will also
support helipads and small airports in hilly, aspirational and North East region districts.

Any valid proposal for air connectivity to Manpur (Abu Road) Airstrip may be considered as
per the scheme provisions.

(d): An evaluation study titled "Evaluation Study of Regional Connectivity Scheme™ was
conducted by the Development Monitoring and Evaluation Office (DMEO), NITI Aayog
during 2023-24. The study highlighted the need for clearer targets, improved route selection
based on regional market conditions, adequate funding of the Regional Connectivity Fund
(RCF), feasibility assessments for RCS airports, capacity building and stronger coordination
with State/UT Governments.
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