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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS’ WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS’ WELFARE

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 637
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 03RP February, 2026

SUSTAINABLE AND MODERN AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES IN LAKSHADWEEP
637. SHRI MUHAMMED HAMDUALLAH SAYED:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS’ WELFARE ?ﬁf Q_qr foar ST
Tt be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has any proposal to strengthen the Agriculture Department in
the Union Territory of Lakshadweep to promote sustainable and modern agricultural
practices;

(b) if so, the details of the measures being taken or proposed to enhance infrastructure,
manpower and technical support for the farmers in the islands;

(c) whether the Government proposes to introduce new farmer-benefitted schemes
specifically tailored to suit the unique agro-climatic conditions of Lakshadweep; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the timeline for their implementation?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
PN Td oI SR IST B (SHRI RAMNATH THAKUR)

(a) to (d): Government is implementing National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture
(NMSA), to promote sustainable agriculture practices in the country including the Union
Territory(UT) of Lakshadweep. As reported by Agriculture Department of UT of
Lakshdweep, several steps have been taken to enhance infrastructure, manpower and
technical support in agriculture sector. An Al-enabled coconut tree climbing and harvesting
robot, Coco-Bot, developed by Altersage Innovations, is being introduced to ensure safe
and efficient coconut harvesting. Further, the Kadmat Farm, spread over 2.1 hectares, is
being developed as a Model High-Tech Farm-cum-Training Centre, with components such
as a modern nursery, hydroponic unit, vertical garden unit, and seed trial and production
facilities to demonstrate advanced farming technologies. Steps have also been initiated for
establishing a mushroom production unit at Kavaratti to promote local production, skill
development and livelihood diversification. To improve productivity and income of the
farmer, Government is initiating 50 Nutri-Garden farms each from Kavaratti and Amini
Islands in crop-cluster approach to promote location-suited vegetable cultivation. End-to-
end support from seed supply to harvest and marketing, with produce marketed through
Department outlets will be provided under the program. Further, to ensure scientific
management of coconut farm financial assistance of ¥2,000 per palm is being provided to
scientifically remove senile and unproductive coconut palms.
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