
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1915

TO BE ANSWERED ON lITH FEBRUARY, 2026

INCLUSION OF MILLETS AND COARSE GRAINS IN THE PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM

1915. DR. BYREDDY SHABARI:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a): whether the Government is aware that the High-Level Committee on Reorienting the Role
and Restructuring of the Food Corporation of India (Shanta Kumar Committee) recommended
moving beyond the rice and wheat-centric Public Distribution System (PDS) to include millets and
other nutritious coarse grains;

(b): if so, the steps taken by the Government to implement these recommendations including
procurement, storage and distribution ofmillets and coarse grains through the PDS ;

(c): the details of millets and coarse grains currently being procured and distributed under the
PDS during the last five years, State/UT-wise;

(d): the constraints, if any, in scaling up the inclusion of millets and coarse grains under the

National Food Security Act; and

(e): whether the Government proposes to further diversify the PDS basket to improve
nutritional outcomes and promote climate-resilient agriculture and if so, the details thereoP

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,

FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRIMATI NIMUBEN JAYANTIBHAI BAMBHANIYA)

(a) and (b): A High Level Committee under the chairmanship of Shri Shanta Kumar was

constituted for Re-orienting the Role and Re-structuring of Food Corporation of India.

Procurement of coarse grains is regulated by guidelines dated

07. 12.2021/28.03.2022/08.09.2023 for allocation, distribution, and disposal of coarse grains (Jowar,
Bajra, Maize & Ragi) and 6 minor millets procured by the States/FCI. Under these guidelines, States

are allowed to procure these commodities in Decentralized Procurement mode from farmers at

Minimum Support Price (MSP) for distribution under Targeted Public Distribution System

(TPDS)/Other Welfare Schemes(C)WS).

(c): The State-wise and year wise details of quantity of coarse grains procured during last 5 years
is enclosed at Annexure I.



The State-wise coarse grains distributed under PDS during the last five years is enclosed at
Annexure ll.

(d): No, Sir.

(e): Government has already diversified the PDS basket by including climate-resilient

coarsegrains i.e. (Jowar, Bajra, Ragi and Maize) and 6 minor millets: Foxtail Millet
(Kangani/Kakun), Proso Millet (Cheena), Kodo Millet (Kodo), little millet (Kutki), Buck-wheat

(kuttu) and Ameranthus (Chaulai).
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STATEMENT SHOWING PROCUREMENT OF COARSEGRAINS
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Coarse Grain Distribution in Last 5 years (MT)

State Name 1 2021

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS

ANDHRA PRADESH

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

ASSAM

BIHAR

CHHATriSGARH

DADAR & NAGAR HAVELI & DAMAN & DIU

DELHI

GOA

G UJARAT

HARYANA 95162

HIIVIACHAL PRADESH

JAFVIIVIU AND KASHMIR

JHARKHAND

KARNATAKA 515858

KERALA

LADAKH

LAKSHADWEEP

IVIADHYA PRADESH 197028

IV]AHARASHTRA 62699

IVIANIPUR

IVIEGHALAYA

IVllZORAIVI

NAG ALAN D

ODISHA

PUDUCHERRY

PUNJAB

RAJASTHAN

SIKKllVI

TAMIL NADU

TELANGANA

TRIP U RA

UTrAR PRADESH 98492

UTTARAKH AND

WEST BENGAL
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