GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
L OK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUEST]ON NO. : 550
(To be answered on the 6N February 2025)

FLIGHTSUNDER REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY SCHEME-UDAN

550. SHRI TANUJ PUNIA

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
olloR feaTotol 31l be pleased to state: -

(a) whether it istrue that operation of flights in many sectors under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme - UDAN have been discontinued;

(b) if so, the detailsthereof along with the reasonstherefor, sector-wise;

(c) the number of inbound and outbound flights reduced from Prayagraj,
Banaras, Ayodhya and Lucknow; and

(d) the details of the action plan to resume operation of the said flights?

ANSWER

Minister of Statein the Ministry of CIVIL AVIATION
iR fdatTotol 31IekI 31 3531 3 (Shri Murlidhar Mohol)

(a) to (d): Under the Regional Connectivity Scheme-Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
(RCS-UDAN), 114 RCS routes have been discontinued. However, eligible
routes that were discontinued in the past rounds due to various reasons such
as airline failure, have also been re-bid, awarded and operationalised in the
subsequent rounds.

The reasons for discontinuation of routesinclude the disruptions caused by
COVID-19 pandemic grounding of many aircraft dueto global aircraft engine
issues certain operational challenges such asweather disruptions operational
challenges, such as the availability of slots at certain airports or the
availability of the requisite aircraft with the airline, shutting down of airlines
and low passenger demand on some routes.

The number of inbound and outbound flights from Prayagraj, Banaras,
Ayodhya and Lucknow have not been reduced. In fact, flight connectivity has
increased due to Maha Kumbh Mahotsav wherein, 81 additional new flights
have been introduced to Prayagraj in January, 2025.
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