GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3231
TO BE ANSWERED ON 23RP MARCH, 2022

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION IN TRIBAL AREAS
3231. SHRI GYANESHWAR PATIL:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

@ the details of the Governments plan about enhancing the means of information and
Communication in the tribal areas so that the people could get information about various welfare
policies;

(b) whether there is any policy of the Government to enhance public participation in digital
communication in the tribal areas; and

(© if so, the details thereof and if not, the manner by which the Government would ensure
public participation in this sector?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI DEVUSINH CHAUHAN)

(@) to (c) Government of India is implementing various schemes under Universal Service
Obligation Fund (USOF) to enhance telecom connectivity in the rural and predominately tribal
areas of the country including North Eastern Region (NER) and areas affected by Left Wing
Extremism (LWE), Border areas, Aspirational Districts and Islands. Further the scope of
BharatNet has been recently extended up to all inhabited villages beyond Gram Panchayats (GPs)
in the country. The infrastructure created under BharatNet project can be utilized to provide
internet services such as Wi-Fi, FTTH, by the village level entrepreneurs also. With the provision
of above telecom infrastructure, public participation in digital communication is likely to increase
further.
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