GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION & LITERACY

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.2951
TO BE ANSWERED ON 21-03-2022

National Means cum Merit Scholarship Scheme

2951. SHRI GIRISH BHALCHANDRA BAPAT:
DR. PRITAM GOPINATHRAO MUNDE:
SHRI RAHUL RAMESH SHEWALE:
SHRI CHANDRA SEKHAR SAHU:

Will the Minister of EDUCATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government proposes to extend National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship
scheme (NMMSS);

(b) if so, the details in this regard;
(c) the details of the criteria fixed for selection of students for this scheme in the country;

(d) the details of funds allocated for extended period of NMMSS along with the details of
funds released and utilized during the term of the scheme, State-wise particularly in
Maharashtra; and

(e) the number of scholarships given under the scheme till 2020-21 along with the
expenditure incurred thereon in various States particularly in Maharashtra and
Odisha?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
(SMT. ANNPURNA DEVI)

(@ & (b): The Central Sector Scheme ‘National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship
Scheme(NMMSS) was launched in 2008 with the objective to award scholarships to
meritorious students of economically weaker sections to arrest their drop out at class
VIIl and encourage them to continue their studies at secondary stage. It is an on-going
scheme. Scholarship amount is @ % 12,000/- per annum per eligible student from class
IX to XIl. The scheme has been approved for continuation for a further period of 5
years from 2021-22 to 2025-26 with the approval of Cabinet at a total outlay of
1827.00 crores.
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(c): The details of the criteria fixed for selection of students under the NMMSS are
enclosed at Annexure-I.

(d) & (e): (i) A total amount of ¥1827.00 crores has been allocated for NMMSS from
2021-22 to 2025-26.

(i) The statement showing State/UT-wise and year-wise number of scholarships
awarded and funds sanctioned under the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship
Scheme from financial year 2008-09 to 2020-21 are enclosed at Annexure-Il.
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Annexure — |

Annexure-| referred to in reply to part (c) of Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No.
2951 asked by Shri Girish Bhalchandra Bapat, Dr. Pritam Gopinathrao Munde, Shri
Rahul Ramesh Shewale and Shri Chandra Sekhar Sahu Hon’ble Members of
Parliament to be answered on 21.03.2022 regarding “National Means cum Merit
Scholarship Scheme”.

Eligibility criteria for National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme

(NMMSS):

1. The parental income of the students should not be more than ¥ 3,50,000/-
per annum from all sources at the time of selection for award of scholarship.

2. Each State/UT will conduct its own test at stage of class VIl for selection of
students for the award of the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship. The State
Level Examination may consist of the following two tests:

I. Mental Ability Test (MAT)

il. Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

The scheme will provide reservation to different categories of students as per
the State/UT norms; as different States/UTs have their own norms of reservation.

3. The students shall have minimum of 55 % marks or equivalent grade in
Class VII examination for appearing in selection test conducted during class VIII for
award of scholarship (relaxable by 5% for SC/ST students). The student should be
studying as regular student in a Government, Government-aided and local body
schools.

4, The students must pass both the tests i.e. MAT and SAT with at least 40 %
marks in aggregate taken together for these two tests. For the SC/ST students, this
cut off will be 32% marks.

5. The renewal criteria has been revised from the existing pattern of getting
55% marks in Class- IX & XI and 60% in Class-X to the new pattern of getting
minimum of 60% marks in Class X only for continuation of scholarship (relaxable
by 5% for SC/ST candidates) in next higher classes while getting clear promotion
from class I1X to class X and from class Xl to class Xl in the first attempt.

6. The scholarship at the Secondary and Higher Secondary stage or equivalent
classes IX to Xl is payable for a maximum period of four years for studies in India
only.



7. No scholarship at this stage is payable for studying diploma/certificate level
courses.
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Annexure-ll

Annexure-ll referred to in reply to part (d) & (e) of Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 2951 asked by Shri Girish
Bhalchandra Bapat, Dr. Pritam Gopinathrao Munde, Shri Rahul Ramesh Shewale and Shri Chandra Sekhar Sahu
Hon’ble Members of Parliament to be answered on 21.03.2022 regarding “National Means cum Merit Scholarship

Statement showing State/UT-wise and year-wise number of scholarships awarded and funds sanctioned under the
National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS) from financial year 2008-09 to 2020-21
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