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LOK SABHA
UI{STARRED QUESTIOI{ NO.24O3

TO BE ANSWERED ON {6TH MARCH,2022

WASTAGE OF FOODGRAINS

t24O3. SHR! GAI{ESH SINGH:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS' FOOD AND PUBLIG
DISTRIBUTIoN sq$tl qrr+, ur* *< urffit G-rflI {* be pteased to state:

(a) whether the Govemment Is aware that the foodgrains procured by the
Govemment gets spoiled by mold and other Insects during monsoon season due to
improper storago and if so' the facts thereot

(b) whether l4 bllllon dotlars worth of food products gets spoaled every year ln
tndia as reported by Food and Agrlcultural Organlsation and if so, the detalls
thereof;

(c) whether the Public Distribution System (PDS) has been more focused on
urban areas in comparlson to rural areas and If sor the detalls In this rcgard; and

(d) whether leakage hae become a very serlous problem in the PDS and lf so'
the detalls thereof?

ANSWER
TTII{ISTER OF STATE FOR ]UIINISTRY OF RURAL DEI'ELOPMENT AND CONSUTIIER

AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(sADHVr NIRANJAN JYOT!)

(a): o quantl$l of Central Pool Foodgrains stocks (wheat and rlce) gets spoiled
by mold and other ansects durlng monsoon season due to improper storage.

(b): Food and Agriculturat Organization of the UN has not prepared any such

report ln re3pect of foodgrains.

(c): The Targeted Publlc Dlstrlbutlon Syltem (TPDS) is now govemed as per

provlsions of the Natlonal Food securaty Act, 2ol3 whlch provldes for coverage of
about 75olo of the rural and 5O% of the urban populatlon for receivlng hlghly

substdlzed food gralns under TPDS.

(d): operationat responsibility of TPDS rests wlth the stateruT Govemments.

Howey€r, to mlnimlze/chec[t the leakage in PDS, this Department has lmplemented

an important scheme on rEnd-to.End Gomputerlzatton of TPDS Operatlons" on cost
sharing basis with the statesruTs with the main components of dlgitlzation of
ra on cards/beneficlary and other database, computerlzatlon of supply.chain
management, settlng up of transparency portals, grievance redressal mechanism
and lnstaltation of ePoS devices at fair price Shops.


