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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.5I2

TO BE ANSWERED ON 13I DECEilIBER, 202{

RATION CARD FOR FREE GRAINS

5I2. SHRI XARTI P, CHIDAMBARAM:

will the inister of coNsuMER AFFATRS, FooD aND puBl.rc
DrarilBUTroN 5.Itffir arri, urc-rr Eitr grffir fud{ur d.* be pleased to state:
(a) the reasons for the need of a ration card for obtaantng the extra free 5 kg
gralns allocated by the Gentral Government to the pooq

(b) the rcasons for provrding free food greans onry for a perrod of two months;
and

(c) the reasons for non-extonslon of the scheme to the poor who did not havo
ratlon cards?

ANSUYER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINTSTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPTENT AND GONSUTER

AFFAIRS, FOOD A PUBLIG I'ISTRIBUTTON
(SADHVI NIRANJAN JYOTI)

Further, as part of a separate rellef measure under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Scheme (4NBs) the Department had provided foodgrains to alt states/UTs for free
of cost dastrabutaon to migrants/stranded migrants and alt those not havlng NFSA
or any state PDs ration cards, for a pedod of 2 months of May and June 2020.
Thls was done as the lockdown was In operation in the enttre country at that
tlme.

The need for the ration card for obtaining th,e extra free 5 kg foodgrains
allocated by the centrat Govemment to the poor is to ensuro rrghtfur targeting of
the food security during the pandemic, to about Eo Grore NFsa beneticraries who
have been adentified as per noirns. The responsibiritxr of idcntffication of erigibre
beneflclaries and Issue of rafion cards under NFSA rests wlth the state/ur
Govemments.

*****

(a) (b) & (c): tn the wake of GOVlD.lg crisis in the country, the pH_cKAy
scheme was started in Aprit 2o2o ro provide additionat fiee foodgrarns to art go
Grore National Food securlgr Act (NFSA) beneficiaries ln the country anitially for a
perlod of 3 months from Apri! to June 2o2o. Later the schome was extended for
further period of 5 months from Jury to November 2020. Further, in 2021, the pilt-
GXAY scheme was resumed for a period of another 7 months from lay to
November 2o2l and further extonded upto l[arch 2022. Thus, under p -GKAY free
foodgrains have been proyaded to the beneficiaries for a totar pedod of {9 months
(E months in 2O2O and ll months an 2O2l-221.


