GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3323
TO BE ANSWERED ON 17" DECEMBER, 2021

JOINT NAVAL EXERCISES
3323. SHRI THIRUNAVUKKARASAR SU

Will the Minister of DEFENCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether India has conducted naval drill with Australia and other countries in the recently
concluded second phase of Malabar naval exercise;

(b) if so, the details and the aims and objectives thereof and the expenditure involved therein;

(c) the number of naval personnel and naval ships who participated in the said joint naval
exercise;

(d) the details of the joint naval military exercises that are likely to be undertaken with other
countries in the next three years and the likely gains to naval force as a result thereof; and

(e) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to boost naval cooperation with other
countries?
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MINISTER OF STATE (SHRI AJAY BHATT)
IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The MALABAR Exercise is being conducted annually since 1992 with the aim and objective
to enhance Indian Navy’s interoperability with other participating navies, improve skill-sets and
exchange ‘best-practices’ including lessons learnt. Twenty five editions of the exercise have
been conducted till date with last edition conducted in two phases in August and October 2021.
Such exercises also provide impetus to better maritime security in the region in consonance with
the Government’s vision of ‘SAGAR-Security and Growth for all in the Region’. As the exercise
was a part of regular Indian Navy deployments, therefore, no additional expenditure was

involved.
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(c) INS Ranvijay, INS Satpura and an Indian Navy submarine alongwith crew members
participated in the second phase of MALABAR Exercise.

(d) Details of exercises to be undertaken with Friendly Foreign Countries are finalised in
consultation with MEA and other stakeholders. These exercises help in development of
interoperability with friendly foreign navies in the areas of core naval operations along with
providing insights into best practices, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), concepts and
technological innovations used by advanced / contemporary navies. Further, these exercises
contribute towards showcasing indigenous ship-building capabilities and strengthening of
bilateral relations between the countries.

(e) To boost Naval cooperation with Friendly Foreign Countries, Navy-to-Navy Staff Talks and
Executive Steering Group Meetings are conducted on annual/ biennial basis, besides joint
exercises and joint patrolling, as also training exchanges, hydrography support and measures to
enhance maritime domain awareness.
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