GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF MINES
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2766
ANSWERED ON 15.12.2021

MINERAL ACTIVITIES

2766. SHRIMATI RAKSHA NIKHIL KHADSE:
SHRI MANOJ KOTAK:

Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has asked the States to streamline and enhance their
internal control system mechanism on mineral activities; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF MINES, COAL AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI)

(@) & (b): Mineral Conservation and Development Rules (MCDR), 2017 provide rules
regarding conservation of minerals, systematic and scientific mining, development of the
mineral in the country and for the protection of environment. The Ministry of Mines has
notified the Mineral Conservation and Development (Amendment) Rules, 2021 on
03.11.2021. The amended Rules prescribe that all plans and sections shall be prepared
by combination of Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) or Total Station or by
the use of drone survey or as may be specified in this regard by Indian Bureau of Mines
(IBM) in relation to certain or all category of leases.

Lessees having annual excavation plan of 1 million tonne or more in a particular year or
leased area of 50 hectare or more shall carry out a drone survey of the leased area and
up to 100 metres outside the lease boundary in the month of April or May every year
and submit the processed output images obtained from such survey or any other format
as may be specified by the IBM in this regard to the Controller General on or before 1st
day of July every year.

Other lessees shall submit soft copy of high resolution Georeferenced Ortho-rectified
Multispectral satellite images of the leased area and upto 100 metres outside the lease
boundary taken in the month of April to June of every year, to the Controller General on
or before 1st day of July of the that year in the standard format.

These steps will not only improve mine planning practices, security and safety in the
mines but also ensure better supervision of mining operations.
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