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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2039
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 30" JULY, 2021

“Awar eness on Corona Vaccinesin Rural Areas”

2039. SHRI RAMALINGAM S.:
SHRI A. GANESHAMURTHI:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WEL FARE be pleased to state:

() whether the Government has noted that many people from rural villages across the country have
not come forward for vaccination due to the common myth among the people that the Corona
vaccine can cause infertility in men and women;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the Government has taken necessary measures to spread awareness about the safety and
effectiveness of the vaccines with no scientific evidence of side effects including infertility; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE INTHE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
(DR.BHARATI PRAVIN PAWAR)

(@) to (d) Certain myths/misinformation have been reported regarding COVID-19 vaccination drive,
including infertility in men and women. These have been promptly addressed by the Central
Government.

However, the National COVID-19 Vaccination Drive is progressing at a steady pace and COVID
vaccination has improved significantly from 2.35 lakh doses average per day in the month of January
2021 to an average of 39.89 lakh doses per day in the month of June 2021.

In order to raise awareness about safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines to address vaccine
hesitancy and sustain vaccine confidence, a communication strategy is in place which is being
implemented across all StatesUTs. Some key interventions as part of communication strategy
include FAQs for general public and healthcare & frontline workers which have been developed &
uploaded on MOHFW website (https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/FAQsforHCWs&FLWs.pdf); media
channels, radio jockeys, producers etc. have been oriented on correct information regarding COV ID-
19 vaccination; op-eds and articles by identified experts published to build vaccine confidence;
dissemination of fact check videos by key experts to provide correct & factual information. Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare has advised States/UTs to disseminate clear, consistent, transparent
and factual information to general public to clear misconceptions and sustain vaccine confidence.




