
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF PORTS' SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO 1810

TO BE ANSWERED ON 29TH JULY,2O21

ROUTE OF NATIONAL WATERWAY-1

1810. SHRI BRUENDRA SINGH:

Will the Minister of PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS be pleased to state:

qffi ,ctdqff{fl{3lt{q-{cFf t''fr

(a) whethertherouteofNationalWaterway-lpassesthroughtheVikramshila
cangetic OolPhin Sanctuary; and

(b) if so, the details of the measures being taken by the Government to ensure that

the riverine dolphins' habitat is not disturbed by this Waterway?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS

(SHRt SARBANANDA SONOWAL)

/a\ Yes. Sir. The Sultanganj-Kahalgaon stretch of NW-1 passes through

tiiramsnita Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS)'

{b)InlandWaterwaysAuthontyoflndia(IWAI)isdevelopingthe,Haldia.Varanasi
i:,/"t"t, 

'"i'N:"ti".ii w"1.mr"v-r tn'ough ir'e'Jat l"iarg Vitas Project (JMVP) with the

il;;i;rl'r;sta";" and investment sjpport or the world Bank'

tn order to ensure safe navigational activities and to ensure.Environmental and

Social Safequard, lWAl carried o't 
" 

lornpr"t'"n"iue Environmental and Social lmpact

iill"ii"i rEsiai 
'studv 

on NW-i i""iIoing th" stretch rallins within vGDS' The

fiffi;;i i*r"puJt e"i6"i'""t terni-r"poi" include the impacl assessment with

;i#;"i; itJ-c"ngutl" Dolphiirs lnd 'vikramshila Gangelic Dolphin Sanctuary'

Bhaqalpur also The report reco-miendeJ mitigation/ sal9glard .measures 
(at

ffi:il;j rJi-Jare niuis"iionar ""ti"iii"" 
i"-r.rw-r inctuding VGDs and other aquatic

animals Protected areas.



Annexure

Vesselspeedwouldberestrictedto2.TknotsinVikramshilaGangeticDolphin
i"..ir.rv tvcDS) area to reduce the noise generation from propeller. Restricting

soeed of'vessels in sanctuary area can mainiain noise levels lower than tolerance

dvels of dolphins, thus minimizing impact of noise on dolphins'

Vesselswouldbefittedwithpropellerguardsanddolphindeflectorstominimize
dolphin accidents.

Usageofnon-toxicandnonTBTcontaininganti.foulingpaintsforpaintingVessel.

Barge/vessel movement would be restricted to the designated route only to minimize

disturbance of aquatic life.

lfanyaquaticmammal/dolphinisspotted,thenthemeasureswillbetakentopushit
away through sirens/signals.

All waste from vessels shall be discharged at designated terminals/vessel repair

facility onlY.


