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LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTTON NO. 1354

TO BE ANSWERED Oil 27rnJttLY,2O2l

FREE FOOD GRATNS

1354. SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB:

wl! the Minister of Goil$UMER AFFAIR', FooD AND puBLrc
DrsrRrBUTrOn rqgtan arr*, urr-a dk grffi fuf,rur d* be preased to
state:

(a) whether the Government has decided to offer free food grarns tovulnerable sections of the society during GOVID-{9 pandemtc;

(b) If so, the details thereof and its impact on the excheque4

(c) whether thrs free food grarn suppay is over and above the monthry
entltlement of subsldized food grains under the food securlty;

(d) if so, the detaits thereto?

AilSWER
MII{ISTER OF STATE FOR MI]{ISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPiIENT AND

coNsuMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & puBLtC DtsTRtBUTtON
(SADHV! NtRAltJAr{ JYOTT)

(a)to(d): As a part of Economic Response to covlD-ig, Govt of lndta has
implemented additionar nation-wide schemes such as pradhan MantriGarib Kalyan Anna yoina (pMGKAy) and Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Scheme(ANBS).

Also' under PMGKAY, Govt of rndia has made aflocation of foodgrains
@ 5 kg per person per month free of cost for around go crore beneficiarres
of all the 36 states/urs covered under NFSA (Antyodaya Anna yolana(AAy)
& Priority Households(pHH)) Including those covered under Direct Benefit
Transfer(DBT) for a period of E months i.e Aprrt-November, 2o2o and agarn
similarly during the period May -ilovembeq2021.
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During the year, 2O2O, about 322 Lakh Metric Tons (LMT) of food.grains and during the year 2021, aboul 27a LMI. foodgrains haye beenarrocated free of, cost under pMGrAy scheme to approximatety go croreNFSA beneficiaries.

Under the Atma t{irbhar Bharat Scheme (ANBS), this Departmentmade alocation of about totat g LMT of additionat free of cost foodgraincovering a' the states/UTs for migrants/stranded migrants, who areneither covered under l{ationat Food security Act (iFsA)'nor stateScheme PDS Cards, @ 5 kg per penson per month free of cost for a period oftwo months (May & Juner 2O2O).

The a,ocation of free foodgrains under pMGI(Ay and ANBS was anaddition to normat allocation done under the NFSA.

The totar financiar imprication under the above pMGKAy scheme I.eApril-Novembe4 2o2o and May, zozl lo l{ovember, 2o2l is estimated to beupto a maximum of Rs. 2iSgg2.OZ Crores.

ln addition to pMGKAy, under ANB$, financial imptication of uptomaximum oI Rs. 3{09.52 crore have also been incurred.
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