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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. I33{

TO BE ANSUVERED ON 27fHJULY,2OZI

RATION TO MIGRANT WORKERS DURING LOGKDOWN

t{331. SHRI SiUNIL KUMAR PTNTU:

Will the Minister of GONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIG
DISTRIBUTIOiI 5tT$t.BI rnr*, ur<-a sit{ grffifi, kftuf f{l be pteased to
state:
(a) whether the migrant workerc and poor families haye not been able to get
ration prope y during lockdown in the country;

(b) if so, the reasons therefo4 and

(c) the immediate measures belng taken to provide ration to the poor during
the pandemic?

ANSWER
I,IINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPIUENT AND CONSUMER

AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLTG D|STRIBUTION
(sADHVr ]{TRANJAN JYOT!)

Under NFSA, ration cards are issued by respective State/UT Govemments to
all ellgible beneficiaries / households through own procedures, identification criteria
and norms.

However, during 2O2O, the Department under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Scheme (ANBS) had prov:ded foodgralns to all States/UTs for free dlstributlon to all
migrants/stranded mlgrants during the two months of May and June 2O2O. Through
thls inltiatlve, neanly 2.74 Crore migrants/stranded migrant persons lncludlng those
without ration cards were benefited from free foodgrains.

ln addition to this, the One Nation One Ration Gard (ONORC) plan in 33
States/UTs is empowering all beneficiaries, particularly mlgrant NFSA beneflclaries,
to lift their quota of entatled foodgrains from any Falr Pric6 Shop (FPS) of choice in
these StatesluTs, by using their same existing ration card with biometric
authentication

(a) to (c): Under National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2O{3 the Department
allocates foodgrains for around 80 Grore beneliciaries in the country, for monthly
distribution through Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) to needy and poor
pereons. Additionally, during the COVID.{ I crisis, the Department under the
Pradhan Mantri Gafib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM-GKAU had allocated nearly 322
Lakh Metric Tons (LMT) foodgrain for dlstribution to all NFSA beneficiaries during
the 8 months period in 2020 (April to November 2020) and about 278 LMT
foodgrains for distribution during the 7 months period in 2O21 (May to November
202{). Under PMGKAY, additional free of cost foodgrains at the scale of 5 Kg per
NFSA beneficlary per month are distr:buted to all 80 Crore beneficiaries over and
above their regular NFSA foodgrains.


