
 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3564 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 17.03.2021

HINDI IN UNO

3564: DR. JAYANTA KUMAR ROY:

  SHRI RAJVEER SINGH (RAJU BAAIYA):

  SHRIMATI SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO: 

  SHRI RAJA AMARESHWARA NAIK:

 SHRI NISITH PRAMANIK:

         SHRI BHOLA SINGH:

  DR. SUKANTA MAJUMDAR:

  SHRI VINOD KUMAR SONKAR:

                  SHRIMATI SARMISTHA SETHI:

         Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether  the  Government  has  recently  made  an  attempt  for  the
recognition of Hindi as an official language at United Nations;

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reason therefor; 

(c) the details of attempts made in United Nations General Assembly
towards recognition of Hindi as an official language at the United
Nations;

(d) the details of criteria for giving status of official language to Hindi in
the United Nations Organisation (UNO);

(e) whether the Government has chalked out any action plan towards
recognition of Hindi as an official language of United Nations and to
propagate it throughout the world; and 

(f) if so, the steps being taken by the Government in this regard?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

[SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN]

(a to c, e & f) The Government of India continues to take measures for
the recognition of Hindi at the United Nations (UN) and to popularize Hindi
worldwide.  On  several  occasions,  Indian  leaders  have  delivered
statements in Hindi at the UN, including Prime Minister’s address at the
United  Nations  General  Assembly  (UNGA)  sessions  in  2014,  2019  and
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2020, and former External Affairs Minister’s address at the UNGA sessions
in 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

In 2018, a Voluntary Financial Contribution Agreement was signed
between the UN and the Government of India to promote Hindi within the
UN system, for a two-year term. This was extended by another 5 years in
2019 and is currently in force till March 2025. Pursuant to this Agreement,
the UN has launched Hindi Social media accounts on  Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram as well as a Hindi website of UN News. In addition, the UN
broadcasts its  programmes on the UN Radio website in Hindi,  issues a
weekly Hindi news bulletin on Sound Cloud, publishes a UN blog in Hindi
and  has  provided  a  Hindi  extension  of  UN  News  mobile  app  for  both
Android and iOS. 

(d) The procedure for getting Hindi accepted as an Official language of
the UN involves  adoption of  a Resolution with a minimum of  two-third
majority of the total membership of the UN present and voting in both the
Fifth  Committee  and  the  UNGA.  It  also  entails  additional  expenditure,
which according to UN rules has to be contributed by all Member States.

***
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