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REGULAR TRAIN SERVICES 

 

487. SHRI MANOJ KOTAK:            

 

  Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government has offered its unhindered 

services to meet the needs of the citizens of the nation in various 

ways; 

(b)  if so, the details thereof; 

(c) the details of the Shramik Special Trains and Special Trains that 

ran from April 2020 to 30th September 2020; and 

(d) the details of the planning of Railways to run the regular trains 

post COVID-19 in near the future? 

 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND COMMERCE & INDUSTRY  

(SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL) 

(a) to (c)  Yes, Sir. To prevent the spread COVID-19 pandemic, Ministry 

of Railways discontinued all passenger services immediately after 

introduction of the national lockdown. Thereafter, keeping in view the 

requirement of movement of stranded persons Shramik specials were 

organized in a mission mode.  These Shramik specials were operated 



as “trains on demand” as and when State Governments requisitioned 

these trains in accordance with the protocol and guidelines issued by 

the Government.  Starting from 01.05.2020 upto 31st August 2020, 

4621 Shramik Specials have been operated as per demands of State 

Government. Trains were sanitized, accompanied by Railway 

Protection Force (RPF), food and water were provided during journey.  

Indian Railways also ran parcel train services to deliver agricultural 

produce, medicine and other essential items during the lockdown 

period.  Railways also ensured adequate supplies of essential 

commodities such as coal for power sector, food grains, fertilizer etc., 

throughout the lock down to meet the needs of citizens in various 

ways. 

 

(d) In its efforts to gradually resume its passengers services, Indian 

Railways resumed passenger trains operation by operating 15 pairs of 

Special trains w.e.f. 12.05.2020 and by operating 100 pairs of trains 

w.e.f. 01.06.2020.  An additional 43 pairs of Special trains have been 

introduced w.e.f. 12.09.2020.  At present, only Special trains with 

limited stoppages are being operated, keeping in view the concerns of 

the State Governments in order to facilitate the management of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

***** 


