
GOVER'IMENT OF INDIA
MTNISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & pUBLtC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD Al{D PUBLTC DISTRTBUTION
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED OUESTION NO. 4I2
TO BE ANSWERED Oil {slh SEPTEMBER,2O2O

AADHA/IR OPTTON FOR FREE RATION
412. SHR! D,M. KATHTRANAND:

SHRI PRATHAP SIMHA
Will the Minister of GONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND pUBLtc

DISTR|BUTIoN 5rstr+il arnt, ur6-a dk srffifo Eflur d'* be pteased to state:
(a) whether the covemment Is planning to make Aadhaar optionat to avaat
free iation to avoid excluslon errors;

(b) if so, the deltails thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether the Govemment is plann-ng to provide nutrition package with
cereals for children under fourteen years; and

(d) if so, the steps taken by the Govemment in thls regard and if not, the
reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MtNtSTRy OF GONSUMERAFFATRS, FOOD & pUBLtc

DISTRIBUTION
(sHR! DAilVE RAOSAHEB DADARAO)

(a) & (b): As per the Not-fication of the Department dated OS|O2/2O{ 7 (as
amended from tame to time), issued under the Sectlon-7 of the Aadhaar Act
2O16, the tlmeline given to a!! States/UTs for linking of Aadhaar numbers of
beneficiaries with their ration cards has been extended up to 3O/O9/2020. Until
then, all States/UTs have been advised vide letters daled 2411012017 and
Ogl11l2018 that no genuine beneficiary/household shall be denied from
receiving entitled quota of subsldlzed foodgrains only for want of Aadhaar or
due to failure of blometric/Aadhaar authentication due to
netwoddconnectivity/linklng related issues, other technical reasons or poor
biometrics of the beneficlary.

(c) A (d): Nat:onal Food Security Act, 2Ol3 (NFSA) provides for food and
nutrational securitSr in human life cycle approach. ln addition to the lega!
entitlement to two-third of the population of the country to receive hlghly
subsldized foodgrains under Targeted Publlc Distributlon System (TPDS), the Act
contains proylslons for nutritional support to pregnant women and lactating
mothens and children upto 14 yeat1s of age as per speclfaed nutrltlonal
standards.

Further, this Department atlocated 25.37 lakhs tones foodgrains to
Ministry of Educataon during the year 2O19-2O at NFSA rate for their Mld Day
Meal (MDM) Programme.

A Total of 2{.9O lakh tones of foodgrains was allocated during 2O19-2O to
Minlstry of UYomen & Child Development for their UUheat Based Nutritlon
Programme (IGDS) at NFSA rate. :i**ri


