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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS  

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

 

LOK  SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1480  

TO BE ANSWERED ON 27TH  NOVEMBER, 2019 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE FROM MOBILE TOWERS 

 

†1480. SHRI SUNIL KUMAR PINTU:  

 

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:  

 

(a)  whether the Government has conducted any study to assess the damage caused to the 

environment by mobile towers; 

 

 (b)  if so, the details and the outcomes thereof; and  

 

(c)  if not, the reasons therefor? 

 

ANSWER 

 

MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS, LAW & JUSTICE AND  

ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD) 

 

(a) to  (c)  Sir, an Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC), setup in 2010 to examine the effect of 

Electro Magnetic Field (EMF) Radiation from Base Transceiver Stations (BTSs)  and mobile phones, 

after examining various national and international studies on the environmental and health related 

concerns due to EMF, had, inter-alia, indicated that most of the laboratory studies were unable to find 

a direct link between exposure to radio frequency radiation and health; and the scientific studies as 

yet have not been able to confirm a cause and effect relationship between radio frequency radiation 

and health. 

 Also, a committee, constituted by Hon’ble High Court Allahabad including Members from 

IITs of Kharagpur, Kanpur, Delhi, Roorkee, Bombay and from other scientific institutions of the 

country including Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and All India Institute of Medical 

Science (AIIMS) Delhi, in their report submitted in 2014, has, inter-alia, noted – “ ...On the basis of 

scientific evidences, studies and reports available, it has been found that there is no conclusive 

evidence about the stated dangers of EMF radiation from mobile BTS tower...” The Committee has 

noted that “there are no conclusive evidence to establish any causal link between the effect of EMF 

radiation from BTS with biological effects described in cell models, animals or humans, and any 

possible resulting health effects.”  

 Further, a joint initiative has been launched by Science and Engineering Research Board 

(SERB) under Department of Science & Technology (DST) and Department of Telecommunications 

(DoT), wherein nineteen research proposals, have already been initiated to study possible impact of 

EMF exposure from mobile towers and handsets on life. i.e. Humans, Living Organisms, Flora & 

Fauna and Environment. 
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