GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.541
TO BE ANSWERED ON 06.02.2024

EMPOWERING OF ELDERLY WOMEN
541. SHRI S. JAGATHRAKSHAKAN:
Will the Minister of SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government is planning to focus on empowering the elderly with knowledge
and awareness and increase efforts to address the needs of elderly women in particular;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
(SUSHRI PRATIMA BHOUMIK)

(a) to (c): The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment is implementing Integrated
Programme for Senior Citizens(IPSrC), a component of the scheme of Atal Vayo Abhyuday
Yojana(AVYAY), under which grant-in-aid is provided to Non-Governmental/Voluntary
Organizations for running and maintenance of Senior Citizens' Homes (old age homes),
Continuous Care Homes, etc. Facilities like shelter, nutrition, medicare and entertainments are
provided free of cost to indigent senior citizens of all the genders to ensure ageing with dignity.
Under the scheme, grant-in-aid is also provided to Senior Citizens' Homes for Elderly Women
in particular. Presently a total of 604 Senior Citizens' Homes are being supported under the
IPSrC, out of which 25 are Senior Citizens' Homes for Elderly Women.

The Department is also implementing State Action Plan for Senior Citizens under which
grant-in-aid is provided to the States/Union Territories for the following:-

i.  Creation of a pool of trained Geriatric Caregivers for senior citizens;
ii.  Conduct of special drive for Cataract Surgeries for senior citizens;
iil.  State-specific activities, including awareness generation and sensitization, for the
welfare of senior citizens, especially who are indigent.
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