GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. : 4329
(To be answered on the 18t July 2019)

SPECIAL AIR SERVICE FOR PARKASH PURAB

4329. SHRI GURJEET SINGH AUJLA

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
ollo12 fexatrerat Ir3f be pleased to state:-

(a) whether the Government proposes to introduce Air India direct international
flights from Amritsar in preparation for Guru Nanak Dev 550 Parkash Purab and
if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the Government proposes to start direct flights from Toronto to
Amritsar and if so, the details thereof along with expected time of start of
operation; .
(¢) whether the Government proposes to start direct flights for London and
Amritsar sector also and if so, the details thereof along with expected date of start
of operation; and

(d) whether the Government plans to re-negotiate the bilateral agreement with
Arab countries for operating flights directly from India and if so, the details
thereof?

ANSWER

Minister of State (1C) in the Ministry of CIVIL AVIATION
AR e AT A T | TR (Shri Hardeep Singh Puri)

(a) to (¢): Guru Nanak Dev's 550th Parkash Purab is a very important event which
will attract a large number of devotees from all over India and dcross the world.
Ministry of Civil Aviation will encourage the airlines to provide more connectivity
to Amritsar to meet the enhanced demand in this period. Further, Air India has
introduced Delhi-Toronto flight w.e.f. 27th September, 2019. This flight wiil
provide connectivity to passengers flying from Amritsar to Toronto via Delhi.
Further, Air India plans to restore the Amritsar-Birmingham flight.

(d) The Civil Aviation authorities of a few gulf countries have requested for
enhancement of capacity by re-negotiations of bilateral agreements. However, as
per National Civil Aviation Policy, 2016, the bilateral agreements can only be re-
negotiated for enhancement of capacity entitlements if Indian carriers utilise 80%

of their total capacity entitlements and seek additional traffic rights for further
operations. :
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