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LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3864
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 16™ JULY, 2019

INFESTATION BY PINK BOLLWORM
3864. SHRI PARVESH SAHIB SINGH:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE Eljfﬁr g TR Sedror FHAT
be pleased to state:

(@)  whether the cotton farmers in India are still facing pink bollworm infestation which is
destroying large scale crop, if so, the details thereof;

(b)  whether the growing pest infestation is forcing farmers to use unapproved GM hybrid
varieties of cotton, if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps being taken by the Government to check and control this pest from plaguing
cotton farmers in India?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
S TG fhdT FHedToT HA ( SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR)

(a): As informed by the State of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,due to major interventions both on management and policy
decisions no severe incidence of pink bollworm was reported during 2018-19. The pest was
effectively managed and was kept below the Economic Threshold level (ETL).

(b):  As reported by the above mentioned States and the Indian Council of Agriculture
Research (ICAR) - Central Institute for Cotton Research (CICR), pink bollworm infestation is
not forcing farmers to use unapproved GM hybrid varieties of cotton.

(c):  The following steps have been taken to check and control pink bollworm:

i. The ICAR - CICR have formulated and communicated pink bollworm management
strategies to State Agriculture Departments, State Agriculture Universities and KVKs
for wider dissemination among farmers. Besides awareness campaigns, pest
management advisories and regular monitoring of resistance is being carried out.

ii. The Central Integrated Pest Management Centres, inter alia have conducted 91
Farmers Field School (FFSs), 18 Integrated Pest Management Orientation programs
and 1 Season Long Training Programmein Cotton crop. Besides, Regular survey and
surveillance was undertaken to forewarn and issue advisories to the State Agriculture
Departments for management of Pink bollworm.

iii. In additions, the States have undertaken exhaustive monitoring, surveillance
programs and mass campaigns through print and electronic media were conducted.
Besides, the States also provide plant protection inputs like pheromone traps, tricho-
cards for effectively managing pink bollworm.
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