
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF SHIPPING
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3O98

TO BE ANSWERED ON 11TH JULY, 2O19

COMPLETION OF RIVER PORT

3098. SHRIMATI PRATIMA BHOMIK:

Will ihe Minister of SHIPPING be pleased to state:

fldqtc+fl{*

(a)WhethertheGovernmenthasfixedanytimelineforthecompletionoftheriverportover
riverGomtiofTripuraatSonamuraandifso,thedetailsthereofandifnot,thereasons
therefor; and

(b) whether any plan has been drawn up within which the movement of Cargo ship from

the Sonamura ,iu".. port *orra start ihrough the river system of Bangladesh and if so'

the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR SHIPPING

(SHRI MANSUKH MANDAVIYA)

(a) & (b) No timeline has been stipulated for establishment of lnland Water Terminal at

Sonamura in Tripura, ,. tne st,ercr, of Gomti river in Bangladesh through which shipping and

navigation is proposed i" noi V"t part of the lndo-Bangladesh Protocol Route As per

decisionatthelgthmeetingofStandingCommitte-eofProtocolonlnlandWaterTransitand
Trade (ptWT&Tl anO SnipJing i""rutrly Level Talks. held between lndia and Bangladesh in

October, 2018, a Loint flcn"nical Committee (JTC) comprising of lndla and Bangladesh

officials has undertaken hydrographic survey and.given a positive report on the feasibility of

navigation in both lndian ani Bangladesh portions of Gomti river' However' prior to

undertaking development of the wateruay for navigation through the river system of

Bangladesh(Meghna),ithasbeendecidedtoseekapp-rovalofBangladelshfordeclarationof
Sonamura-Daudkhandi '";;;; 

part of the Protocoi route between lndra and Bangladesh'

The Government or aanglaJesh has been requested, through Ministry of External Affairs' to

accord their'in-principle' approval to this proposal'


