GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 1445
TO BE ANSWERED ON 01.07.2019

Higher Educational Institutions in Tribal Areas

1445. SHRI K. MURALEEDHARAN:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have any proposal for establishing Higher Educational Institutions
Universities in Tribal areas particularly like backward district of Wayanad in Kerala State;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government for encouraging Education in Tribal dominated areas in the
State?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank')

(a) to (¢) The Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act, 2014 provides for the establishment of one
Tribal University each in the State of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. A Central Tribal University
has already been established by the name of Indira Gandhi National Tribal University at Amarkantak
in the State of Madhya Pradesh. There is no decision on establishment of a Tribal University in the
district of Wayanad in Kerala State. However, there is Central University of Kerala in the State
which also fulfils the aspirations of higher education of tribal youth of the region.

During 12™ Plan (2012-17) as approved by National Development Council (NDC) the thrust is on
consolidation of the higher education system. Expansion would be mainly done by scaling up
capacity of the existing institutions in place of setting up new institutions. Further, since ‘Education’
is a concurrent subject, State Governments are also taking various initiatives to encourage the access
to higher education in the respective States along with other Private Universities/Institutions.
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