GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 288
TO BE ANSWERED ON 12.07.2019

Genetically Modified Crops
*288. SHRIJAYADEV GALLA:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether various NGOs are objecting to the Genetically Modified (GM) Mustard,
Brinjal, etc.;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether it is true that farmers are demanding introduction of more GM crops and if
so, the details thereof;

(d) whether the Ministry has released the bio-safety data on GM Mustard, Brinjal, etc., if
so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(e) whether his Ministry has got any feedback from various stakeholders, general public,
experts and others in this regard, if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR)

(a) to (e) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION
NO. 288 TO BE ANSWERED ON 12.07.2019 REGARDING GENETICALLY
MODIFIED CROPS BY SHRIJAYADEV GALLA:

(a) and (b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

Yes. This Ministry has received some representations objecting to
Genetically Modified (GM) Mustard, Brinjal crops etc. on grounds that GM
crops may adversely impact environment, biodiversity and human health.

Yes. Shetkari Sanghatana, a farmer’s organisation in Maharashtra has written
to this Ministry for permitting access to more GM Crops for the welfare of
farmers in India.

Yes, biosafety data on GM Brinjal and GM Mustard was made available
during public consultation by Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee as
per biosafety regulations.

Yes, feedback was received from multiple stakeholders both for and against
release of GM Brinjal and GM Mustard. The feedback was suitably
considered by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee, which has
advised additional studies to be conducted for assessment of impact on
environment and health.



