GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATION AND FARMERS WELFARE

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.5193
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 27™ MARCH, 2018

MERGER OF BAYER AND MONSANTO

5193. SHRI R. PARTHIPAN:
ADV. JOICE GEORGE:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE agi%r ud AT sedmor HAT
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has noticed that two pesticides and seed giants —Bayer and
Monsanto are in process of merger, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the Competition Commission of India (CCI) is examining India’s stand on the
merger between Bayer and Monsanto and if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Bayer has 60-65 per cent market share and Monsanto enjoys 15-20 per cent
market share in corn insecticides in both the upstream market for seed treatments and
downstream market for sale of seeds in the country and if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether it is a fact that post-merger “Baysanto” will have a dominant platform in cotton
seeds, vegetable seeds as well as in insecticides for rice, cotton and corn and will face
insignificant competition and if so, the details thereof;

(e) whether the Government is planning any remedy to deal with the possible adverse
effects and save Indian agrarian sector especially in relation to innovation of germ plasm, traits,
breeding technologies, crop protection, big data and digital farming and if so, the details thereof;
and

(f) whether the Government is aware of the peculiar vulnerability of poor and illiterate Indian
farmers and their lack of bargaining power which will make the situation more complex, if so, the
details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

HN Td fhdled HedoT HFe H TeT AT (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA)

(a) to (d): Yes, Madam. The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has received notice on
07.08.2017 from Bayer in relation to the proposed acquisition of entire shareholding of
Monsanto Company by Bayer. The matter is under examination with CCI.

(e) & (f): ICAR Institutes/State Agriculture Universities and other related Institutes are
developing innovative technologies to meet the requirements of poor and illiterate farmers in

particular and all the farmers of our country in general.
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