GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4987
TO BE ANSWERED ON 26.03.2018

Number of Graduates

14987. SHRI SHER SINGH GHUBAYA:
DR. RAVINDRA KUMAR RAY:

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT HATd AT [T HAT be
pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that the number of students at graduation level in the country is highest in the
World whereas the number of students in Engineering, Technology, Maths and Science is
comparatively less;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(c) the corrective steps being taken/ likely to be taken to promote study of these subjects and

increase talents in this area?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(DR. SATYA PAL SINGH)

(@)&(b): As per All India Survey on Higher Education(AISHE) 2016-17, the total number of
Enrolment at Graduate level is 28348197 whereas number of students enrolled under Science stream
is 4730209 and in Engineering stream is 4161252. No specific data is available for comparing
number of students pursuing Engineering & Technology and Science stream in India with that of
students pursuing Engineering & Technology and Science stream worldwide.

(c): The Ministry has launched the Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan (RAA), a convergent framework
across School Education and Higher Education aiming to encourage children towards learning
Sciences and Mathematics and to develop their interest through activities related to Science and
Mathematics. One of the interventions under RAA is strengthening of school Science and
Mathematics; laboratories, through the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA). Further,
under RMSA, important interventions i.e. Science Fair/Exhibition and Talent Search at district level;
mathematics and science Kits to schools, visit of students to higher educational intuitions and learning
enhancement of students have been approved.

“Innovation in Science pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE)” is an innovative programme
sponsored and managed by the Department of Science and Technology for attraction of talent to
Science. The basic objective of INSPIRE is to communicate to the youth of the country the
excitements of creative pursuit of Science, attract talent to the study of science at an early age and
thus build the required critical human resource pool for strengthening and expanding the Science and
Technology system and R&D base.
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