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ESTABLISHMENT OF AIR FREIGHT CORRIDOR 

 

1736.   SHRIMATI KAVITHA KALVAKUNTLA: 

  

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

 

(a)  whether the Government has signed an agreement with 

Afghanistan for establishing an Air Freight Corridor from 

Afghanistan; 

 

(b)  if so, the details thereof; and 

 

(c)   the significant benefits of such an Air Freight Corridor? 

 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

[GEN. (DR) V. K. SINGH (RETD)] 

 

(a) to (c) The establishment of an Air Freight Corridor between 

India and Afghanistan was discussed during the visits of President 

Ghani of Afghanistan to India in September and December 2016. 

 

 The first cargo flight from Kabul to Delhi, establishing air 

freight corridor, was received on 19 June 2017 by the External 

Affairs Minister in the presence of Civil Aviation Minister and 

Minister of State for External Affairs and the Ambassador of Islamic 

Republic of Afghanistan to India. Subsequently, cargo flight from 

Kandahar to Delhi arrived on June 24, 2017. 

 

 The connectivity established through the Air Freight Corridor 

will promote bilateral trade; provide Afghanistan, a landlocked 

country, direct access to India; allow Afghan businessmen to 

leverage India’s economic growth and trade networks for its benefit; 

and enable Afghan farmers quick and direct access to the Indian 

markets for their perishable produce. 

***** 


