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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 6100 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 11.04.2017 
 

ONLINE SALE OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES 

 

6100. SHRI VIKRAM USENDI:  

(OIH) 
 

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 

miHkksDrk ekeys] [kk| vkSj lkoZtfud forj.k ea=h  be pleased to state:  

 

(a) whether the Government has given permission for online sale of essential commodities 

including foodgrains;  

(b)  if so, the number of companies which have been given permission for online sale of 

essential commodities including foodgrains and grocery items;  

(c) whether the Government has constituted any private monitoring mechanism to inspect the 

storehouses of essential goods being sold by the said companies;  

(d)  if so, the details thereof; and  

(e) the action taken by the Government to ensure the availability of essential items in the 

general retail market? 
 

ANSWER 
 

miHkksDrk ekeys] [kk| vkSj lkoZtfud forj.k jkT; ea=h  

¼Jh lh- vkj- pkS/kjh½ 
 

THE MINISTER OF STATE  

CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 

(SHRI C. R. CHAUDHARY) 
 

(a) to  (d) : At present no separate permission is required for online sale of essential commodities 

including foodgrains and grocery items falling under category of essential commodities, because 

online as well as offline trade of essential commodities are treated legally on the same footing for 

trade purpose, those traders who have license for offline sale of essential commodities including 

foodgrains may also sale them online. 

 

(e)    :     To ensure the availability of essential food items in the general retail market, the States 

being enforcement agencies for EC Act, 1955, take action against blackmarketing, hoarding, 

profiteering and speculative trading and unscrupulous traders. Food Corporation of India sells 

surplus stocks of wheat and rice out of Central Pool under Open Market Sale Scheme (Domestic) 

through e-auction to the registered Bulk Consumers/Roller Flour Mills/Private Traders from time to 

time to enhance supply and thereby moderate the open market prices. Higher MSP has been 

announced so as to incentivize production and thereby enhance availability of food items. The 

quantities of wheat and rice sold under OMSS (D) during the last two years 2015-16 and 2016-17 

are as under: 

(in Lakh MT) 

Year Quantity of food grains 

Wheat Rice 

2015-16 70.77 1.11 

2016-17 45.67 1.78 
 

***** 


