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HEALTHCARE IN INDIA

450. SHRI JITENDRA CHOUDHURY:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WEFLARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government is aware that WHO recommends 3.5 hospital beds per 1000 people,
while India has 0.7 beds per 1000 people and if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the Government is aware that nearly one million Indians die every year due to
inadequate healthcare facilities close to 700 million people have no access to specialist care;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken by the Government in this regard?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND

FAMILY WELFARE
(SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULASTE)

(a) to (d): There are various estimates for world average for number of beds per 1000
population.  As per High Level Expert Group for UHC, it is 2.9 beds per 1000 population while
higher estimates in the range of 3.5 are also quoted. In January 2016 as reported by CBHI, about
7.71 lakhs beds are available in public healthcare facilities.  In addition, there are IPD beds in
private healthcare facilities too.

There is unmet need of specialized care and large number of people have no or poor
access to specialized care.  Unmet need and poor access can lead to mortality.  As per SRS 2015
death rate in India is 6.5 while it was 6.7 in 2014.

The Government of India has implemented PMSSY with the primary objective of
correcting the imbalances in availability of affordable/reliable tertiary level healthcare in the
country in general and to augment facilities for quality medical education in the under-served
States. Several new AIIMS are being set up and existing medical institutions are being upgraded
under PMSSY.

The Govt. of India launched the national Rural helath Mission (NRHM) in 2005 to
supplement the efforts of the State/UT governments to provide accessible, affordable and quality
healthcare to the citizens.  The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) has now been subsumed
under the National Health Mission (NHM) as its Sub-Mission, along with National Urban health
Mission (NUHM) as the other Sub-Mission.  Under the NHM, support is provided to State/UTs
to strengthen their health systems including support for setting up/upgradation of health Centres
on the basis of requirements posed by the States in their Programme Implementation Plans.  492
MCH Wings with bed capacity of more than 30000 have also been approved under NHM.


