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PEST MANAGEMENT

3128. DR. VIRENDRA KUMAR:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE agi%r ud AT sedmor HAT
be pleased to state:

(@) the steps taken by the Government to strengthen the pest control and management in
agriculture sector in the country;

(b) the measures taken to promote the use of indigenous system of pest control; and

(c) the steps being taken to create awareness among people regarding the use of organic
pesticides to control pests?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

S Ud fHaET Hedror HAeT & AT #AN (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA)

(a) to (c): Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an ecological approach which aims to keep
pest population below economic thresholds level by employing available alternate pest control
strategies and techniques viz. preventive measures, cultural, mechanical and biological control
with greater emphasis on usage of bio-pesticides and pesticides of plant-origin like Neem
formulation etc. The Government is implementing “Strengthening and Modernization of Pest
Management Approach in India” through 35 Central Integrated Pest Management Centres
(CIPMCs) of Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and Storage established across the
country with an aim to promote Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach. CIPMCs inter
alia, produce biological agents for release in the fields, conserve natural bio-control agents,
promote bio-pesticides as an alternative to chemical pesticides and advocate judicious and safe
use of chemical pesticides as a last resort. These activities are implemented through Farmers
Field Schools (FFSs), 2 days and 5 days training programmes and season long training
program for State Agriculture Extension officers and NGOs / Private Bodies. A ‘Grow Safe Food’
campaign has been initiated disseminating message of safe and judicious use of pesticides to
farmers and other stakeholders. Package of practices for control of pests and diseases in 87
crops have been revised to include techniques to reduce dependence on chemical pesticides
and encourage use of bio-pesticides and other alternative plant protection measures.
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