GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3047
TO BE ANSWERED ON 21°" MARCH, 2017

DIGITIZATION OF RATION CARDS

3047. SHRI VENKATESH BABU T.G.:
SHRI CHANDU LAL SAHU:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION SUHIdT A<, @e 3R 9dei=a fdarer §2  be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has taken any steps for digitization of ration
cards in all the States in the country, if so, the details and the present
status thereof;

(b) whether the Government has taken any steps to revamp all the FCI
godowns in the country and also for their online functioning, if so, the details
and the present status thereof;

(c) the time by which the above proposal is likely to be implemented
across the country;

(d) the number of States that have completed online allocation of
rations; and

(e) whether many States have not even started the online allocation
work and there is no time line by which the process would be completed, if
so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRI C. R. CHAUDHARY)

(a) to (e): Department is implementing a Plan scheme on “End-to-end
Computerization of Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) Operations”
which includes digitization of ration card/ beneficiary and other databases.
The digitization of ration cards is already completed in all States/UTs. The
Online Allocation has been implemented in 29 States/UTs and two UTs
Chandigarh and Puducherry have fully adopted DBT Cash for foodgrains. The
online allocation is not implemented in the remaining five States/UTs namely
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Lakshadweep. These
States/UT are hilly & remote areas having tough geographical conditions and
connectivity issues. The scheme has been extended by one year i.e. upto
March, 2018.
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FCI is implementing the Depot Online Project to automate all the
operations at Depot level with the vision to “Transform the food supply chain
management through innovative use of technology for ensuring transparency,
reliability and efficiency of procurement, storage and distribution
operations”. The objectives of the project also include Standardization and
automation of depot level processes, efficiency improvement in management
of food grains storage and distribution, enablement of real time monitoring
of operations, timely data reporting, data based decision support system and
effective planning and optimization of administrative work. The project was
launched in 31 Depot across 27 States on 17™ March, 2016 and it is under
implementation in all 531 Depot of FCI. The Depot Online system is
operational at 508 depots.
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