GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.4024
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 9™ DECEMBER, 2016

ENGAGEMENT OF MARITIME FORCES OF FRIENDLY NATIONS

4024. SHRI NALIN KUMAR KATEEL:
SHRI B.N. CHANDRAPPA:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE j{kk ea=h
be pleased to state:

(@) whether the Government has taken steps to engage maritime forces of friendly nations at
multiple levels, in training in technical areas and hydrography and conduct maritime security
operations;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(© whether the Government proposes to protect and utilize the country’s long coastline,
numerous islands and large exclusive economic zone and continental shelf to reap the benefits of
a ‘blue economy’; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

A NS W E R

MINISTER OF STATE (DR. SUBHASH BHAMRE)
IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
30 TI0F HOY (3T. GHTY HTN)
(a)to (d): The Government has taken various steps to engage maritime forces

of friendly nations at multiple levels. The Indian Navy conducts staff talks with 18
navies and Executive Steering Group (ESG) meetings with two more. The Indian
Coast Guard has entered into Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) with the Coast Guards and maritime
agencies of 5 friendly countries for combating transnational crime, sharing of
search and rescue information and pollution response. In addition, Indian Navy
also conducts hydrographic courses for personnel of friendly nations at National
Institute of Hydrography (NIH), Goa, National Hydrographic office, Dehradun and
onboard naval ships.

A large number of initiatives have been undertaken by the Government to
strengthen maritime and coastal security, which inter-alia include setting up of
Joint Operation Centres, establishing a National Command, Control,
Communications and Intelligence (NC3l) Network, creation of a specialized force
Sagar Prahari Bal and setting up chain of 46 static sensors for coastal security.
All the above initiatives taken by the Government aim at protecting and utilizing
the vast maritime resources for the development of the country.
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