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(Q. No.41)

MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Mahendra Kumar Roy. Q. No.41.
SHRI MAHENDRA KUMAR ROY : Madam, a Committee on Micro-finance and
Poverty Alleviation working under the support of the Planning Commission had
suggested the setting-up of Gramtells, that is, rural ATMs at rural Post Offices. |
want to know from the Government that even after the recommendation by the
Planning Commission, the ATM facility has not been proposed in any rural Post
Offices. Why is the Department of P&T deviating from the decision given by the
Planning Commission?
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL : Madam, in fact, the Government has proposed ATM
facilities in 810 Post Offices, and the list of those 810 Post Offices is attached to
the response that the Government has given.
SHRI MAHENDRA KUMAR ROY : Madam, how many rural Post Offices are
there? What is the time-frame of providing ATM facility in all the rural Post
Offices?
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL : Madam, as far as the time-frame is concerned, in fact, the
entire programme for electronically connecting all the Post Offices will actually be
in place by 2013, and all the Post Offices, rural and urban, will have electronic
connectivity.
MADAM SPEAKER: Shrimati Jaya Prada -- not present.

Shri Suresh Kashinath Taware, are you asking a Question.
SHRI SURESH KASHINATH TAWARE : No, Madam.
DR. KIRIT PREMJIBHAI SOLANKI : Thank you, Madam, for allowing me to

ask my Question. # SIHERI § o T4 FAR Wl & ax § w1 arsar g & am
AR AR A s W & ofild WISl BT S a4 8, Bie-BIC Mal # &
T & B Bl gole A g8 ANl qdb Tl Ugd <@l 2l RN DR SIPERI DIl
AT, TEUH e, Yerd RS A1 3R Blg | & & oy dIR 87
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Q- 4]

SHRI S. SEMMALALI : Madam, recently the Apex Court has posed a valuable
question to the Planning Commission. The observation of the Supreme Court sums
up the faulty approach of the Planning Commission in estimating the BPL people.
According to the Planning Commission estimates, 27.5 per cent of the
population is living below the poverty line, whereas the Saxena Committee
estimated it to be 50 per cent, and the Tendulkar Committee estimated it as 37.2
per cent. There is a huge variation among these reports. There is an allegation also
against the Government that by reducing the number of BPL people, the Central
Government wants to relieve itself from providing assistance and social security
measures.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please ask the question.
SHRI S. SEMMALAI: Now, I will ask the question, Madam. In this context,
though the hon. Minister has stated in his written reply that the Planning
Commission is going to follow the methodology of the Tendulkar Committee, may
I know from the hon. Minister whether a fresh study will be conducted with
realistic norms and yardsticks to estimate the number of people living below the
poverty line based on scientific and pragmatic criteria? When is such a study
going to be taken up?
SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam Speaker, I would like to inform the hon.
Member, through you, that the poverty line has been traditionally defined by the
Planning Commission on the basis of scientific yardsticks. This is a process that
has been on since the last several decades. A number of high-powered committees
headed by experts in the field have headed these committees, and they have drawn
the methodology based upon scientific, rational and scientifically viable criteria. It
started from 1979 with the Alagh Committee, then 1989 with the Lakdawala
Committee, and then in 1997 we transited to State-specific determination of

poverty lines, and then the Tendulkar Committee and also the Saxena Committee.
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To answer specifically to what the hon. Member has said, it is true that the
hon. Supreme Court has made certain observations. The Supreme Court has not
declared the methodology as either irrational or unacceptable. All that the
Supreme Court has said is that in view of the shifting in the price line over the
years, the Planning Commission may wish to recalibrate and revisit the fixation of
the poverty line, which we are always ready and willing to do. We are in fact in
the process of extrapolating the 2009-10 data to the 2004-05 methodological basis
that was adopted by Tendulkar Committee to arrive at a price line which should be
consistent with giving to all our citizens a life of dignity and honour.

I must say, Madam Speaker, that there is one non-negotiable and
irrevocable priority of this Government, it is to ensure that poverty levels decline
rapidly. That is why the theme of the Twelfth Plan is faster, more inclusive and
sustainable growth.

As far as the Saxena Committee is concerned, let me clarify, and I think
that clarification is required, the poverty estimates are a function of the Planning
Commission. What the N.C. Saxena Committee was constituted to do was to
realign poverty in rural areas on some methodological basis to the urban areas
because Tendulkar Committee felt that, that was required to be done. Then, an
experts group headed by Mr. Saxena has been set up. They have formulated
certain methodologies. On the basis of that, they have reached certain
assumptions. Those assumptions are based again in terms of calorie consumption
and monthly per capita consumption.

I want to make one point very clear because this is a matter of great
importance and the entire country wants to know this, Madam. When you actually
calculate the way poverty impacts people, we take into consideration not only the
individual but homes as such. The Registrar of Census has said that the average
size of a family is five. If we take the per capita consumption of 20 in urban areas

and 15 in rural areas as per 2004-05 levels and give it a multiplier of five into
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thirty, we arrive at 3,000 and 2,500. At 2009-10 prices, Madam, this figure reaches
4,824 per household in urban areas and 3,905 per household in rural areaS.E
While we will constantly try and update these figures as to be realistic
given the ground situation at a particular point of time, which is an on-going
process, I would like to assure the hon. Member that the concerns expressed by the
Supreme Court will be taken on board. We are in the process of also clarifying the
situation to the Supreme Court which will be done in the foreseeable future.
SHRI S. SEMMALAI : Madam, usually the Centre’s estimate of BPL is very less,
while the assessment of the State about BPL is usually higher. Because of the less
number of BPL families estimated by the Centre, the States receive less financial
assistance from the Centre. So, this leaves a huge financial burden on the States
including Congress-ruled States as they have to make additional budgetary layout
to provide social security measures. I would like to ask the hon. Minister whether
the Centre will come forward to increase the assistance and grants to enable the
States to provide adequate social security measures to the BPL families.
SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: I would like to inform the hon. Member through you
that it is true that certain States have complained that the number of people who,
they feel, are actually living below the poverty line sometimes exceed the
estimates that have been given by the Planning Commission. But the fact remains
that it is also true that the flaw is more in the implementation and in the
identification process rather than in the methodology which really is a function of
the States. The Ministry of Rural Development and the State Governments
together conduct a house to house survey in rural areas in particular to find out on
the basis of their methodology as to how the gradation has to be made in order to
determine the kind of poverty levels in the States. Therefore, we have to take
comprehensive measures including finding ways to reduce the possibility of error
in the identification which is a function of the State Governments. We would also,
as | said earlier, at the same time, ensure that those who are actually poor are not

deprived and denied the benefits. The Government of India, through Centrally-
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sponsored schemes has always targeted the people living on the margins and the
people who are actually poor. This is one non-negotiable agenda of this
Government and all the resources that are actually necessary will be made
available. The fact remains that that is the logic of the Centrally-sponsored
schemes. Sometimes where it is the responsibility of the State Governments, we,
that is, the Central Government assist the State Governments to discharge that
responsibility through transfer of resources from the Centre to the States.
SAA YIAT @RS 3eel Sff, Feral off 5 59 9 & foaled Stk 4§ garan € 6 g & &
Hared AR & (SR & AR ASHT RN e BRTS & IR § SRRHT & @ 3,
AR 3Muay, & iR AWt &1 I8 IMeGN g 6 A et 7 difia Bfitels &1 IR
DIt fhad o &A1 g1 BIC BT Add BIAT & DU, AT MU U8l & b o b 7ey uew
o H dIIgel 60,000 W SATET el BN, 48R # U g | TGl 781 8141 | 3R DIl ey
B T, I SIFHS HuT? ST Aded ¢ {6 3R o I # 65,000 AUl AN & iR @I
60,000 HI &, T g8 IST ATYH 65,000 U ARl @ foU @Wrem= T8 o Fad & 3R 7
65,000 P JHFHC ATDHI § FHhd 3| DIl AR JAFHC ATH H 9gd 99 ol gl AT
RN 3R BIC fhad &R @ &, A1 Fal A JAWHAC DA 8 FDH, I8 H ya#al St 4
SIRRIRCIENIY

2 Pt PR : ABIG], H DacT a1 & Hel AR (P Blel fBeRIeH S a1 T8l 8, a1
WEHTH DI Bl dgadR HHST T, Usel a¥ 1997 ¥ BH AWl A IS AL, We WRihd
fSeRfrTe 3w gradt fHanl dgaedy dHel 4 T e Wiifhe WEMed a91g| TEHey aTg
Sfe 100 wfoea wEl & & Whd &, Al IR d WA g, Agiefhd MUR W
fefRa foy g € 1 8 I A BNl S SR Bl IR BH ITd] Bivecadl RIIUe
FRA I ©, TE AfHAT S 8 3R AR M| § oA St F & fa=ct = =g & orR
SEIRCYE ¥ e 7 AT Bl oIS qu 3 HEl Bls ol Bl &, A IFD GIR 81 Fhdl 3,
TR IE HeAT Jal 91 8HM1 fh MR = &Y Sl AeTaiol a1 IR 8, 98 |isfucithed T8
3MRER A A UaRIICy ©, 3feld WIed 1 1979 H Y® [h1l I8 M el 30 A1l A el M
@I 2| ae gW S 39 Wiee ¥ W €, 3@ #eId ¥ g Ut e fhy €1 # uw
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qd R HAT T 5 O U5 IS 98d1 o, PO [SHBIE BIdl ©, S WS Bl IMHIEy
g 3R S 98 gaquc Hic! e &l gl gHifely ariior e #amea 1 869 ¢ 8red
T4 T BT TN AT Bl S B IR-GR I A BEl B, AT GHH B T W dE g
E BN AT A B RS e HIfT gs, 94 A1 899 I8 del & g 37l
SR Bl Ufehdl B WaR SR o &F UG Bl I arg ol (Rafd I8 & b
A A DI B bed © a1g A d1d I8 © b Sl A smaR § TR B, 98 Rafaies
211 S el qRE ¥ 9 8, g8 glagrell 9 dfed | g, F€ A 9@ §l... (@)

& AEEAT: SIb ©, IATUDT AT Hibl <l |

... (cTaeT)

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) ..."
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri P. T. Thomas.

... (Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Thomas, you can ask the Supplementary Question.
Nothing else will go on record.

(Interruptions) ...*
A& HEGA: AT 98 WY, W& a1« St DI yed o

(@)
SHRI P.T. THOMAS: Thank you, Madam. The Planning Commission and the
National Sample Survey Organization make the poverty line criteria is not
accurate. These are not actually reflecting the real situation. It is not the real
poverty level index..
My question is, whether the Government will consider including the

plantation labourers as a whole in the BPL list. Their living condition is very
pathetic and poor; there is no drinking water or electricity, and there are no basic

amenities. I am requesting the Government to consider including the entire

* Not recorded.
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plantation labourers in the BPL list. I am requesting the hon. Minister to know
what is the real stand in this regard.
SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam Speaker, the question actually does not relate
to any specific category, but the fact remains that when we estimate poverty, we
take every single person into consideration. It is a very comprehensive exercise; of
course, it is done on the basis of a large sample survey, etc. But no one is
excluded. We are today basing our estimates on a very large National Sample
Survey; that is the only scientific basis on which we can proceed.
(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) ..."
A& WEGAT: MY I8 AN | et a1 Repre H &1 o1 @ 2l

() *

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go on record.

(Interruptions) ... *

$ TRET qUIT ey Heedl, HE St 7 S MU SR H 4 HEl ® SR S W gu
1§, 98 S 3roreel gl HAY Sf 7 adrn B S RUIE o 8 AISHT AN @Y, 98 deie
TS A oS 2l o7 IE W PE R} © P PR Aret ¢ 5 W F9 &, B W =fey) il
HI IeETell, Al B T, TE F TG W & A | qd A B IR H S W eids
fepeil ot #rez® & Y B, Are R WA 81 A1 Aty AR 8 AT AT AN 8, S
RTET & 3R Ta § TR q7 IeeTell bl SAal gl SRRA © §: $AP] A RGN, IqD
MR W IT JATY & S| Afh AT IJeaad rmed 3 o fgw Ry € iR A
FH St T S e e g, S Sl e g1 e S drer MefRa R $, O R 59 @
ffd B =1fey, SHY SAT&T 8l B Wahd | Afhd gdhied & 6 wial # el @ e sarar
g 3R SRR & ST JA&T0 PR DY H MMy AH A A Ot A A1 A1 [ a8 B
®He Tb AT B o, T arafde TR BT Glagmsi &1 dw fe q&7?

3TeaeT WRIGAT: MY TN a1 e & o, 34 AT I3 S|

* Not recorded.
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S MRERI ST ¢ S Wie 8, I gl A qeb, 7 A Jlaer 9l SR A 3 G
Www%mwmwﬁwmaﬁméﬁ?g

$t ifeartt oAR ¢ oremy WA S, # AT WERT S HIGAT I U SAUDT Siredr gl T
< Bl EDIB € AN B H TR S €, A€ W A gl dgerdx BHS A BEl 8, TRl
HHE 7 W war g AT B B T B RTeligT A B U Ga=T HHE 418 TN
3R I ATH A [ A1 S §1 #7991 BT A © SR AT A€ Pel 2 B e e
FHI-THY W HHeed IR & fb dnT FeiRa wdied 3§ el 81§99 qdliedld &4 39
R R B L © 3R 99 2009-2010 F 3Hihs AT AR 8, BAT 7 MBSl B IAER TR SHBT
Reg g% &) fan gl ... (e

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) ..."

A SfFart FAR A FHIAAT AV TS I TS FDal, b UL e Wbl § (b oo A Sleg

31U faaRl B W [ Y, G BIC & (R-Feel ol T@ d §Y, TaquC HHCS
B AATSTATS B @ & Y ATYDH AHA T SFHN eIeh 3R |
SHRI KALYAN BANERIJEE : Although the Central Government is having a very

laudable object of drawing up of the Below Poverty Line List, in reality we see
that due to political interference names of the persons above Below Poverty Line
are included in the BPL List. My question is whether there is any mechanism to
ascertain that the names of the genuine persons have been included in the Below
Poverty Line List and once the List has been drawn whether there is any scope to
review it or not?

Y T TG : 3TeY RGN, §H WX 3MY ©S Bl @ S S|

DR. ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam Speaker, I have stated in the beginning that
there are complaints from various State Governments, political Parties and
representatives of the people that sometimes it is noticed that those who actually
deserve to be treated Below Poverty Line are actually not so treated and the

reverse is also true. This, as I stated earlier, is a function of flawed

* Not recorded.
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implementation of the identification. I would, therefore, like to assure the House
that as far as the Planning Commission is concerned, we would always want that
all schemes are targeted to people who are actually poor. It is in our interest to
ensure that. But the identification process is substantially the function of the State
Governments. We are engaged with the State Governments and are trying to find
a methodology to eliminate flawed implementation if not entirely at least to
minimize it to the extent possible. This is an on-going process and we are working
at it as diligently as we can.

DG WA ¢ A SRV, I8 g o TUR 99T 8, U B WEl I JST gAT T ©
5 IT@ R &9 It S1g? § F9erel g 6 R oy Aifed <1 @1 $9 R U =4l @
ST
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(Q. No. 43)

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : Madam, Speaker, in the reply the Minister has
stated that the Planning Commission has set up a Committee to look into the issue
of restructuring, rationalization of Centrally-sponsored Schemes under the
Chairmanship of Shri Bal Krishan Chaturvedi, Member, Planning Commission
and that the Report of the Committee is awaited. So, my pointed clarification is
when this Chaturvedi Committee was constituted and when the Report of this Bal
Krishan Chaturvedi is likely to be submitted.E

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam Speaker, the report of the Committee is
expected to be submitted sometime this month. The work has been completed. I
am given to understand that the report is under preparation. I would only like to
clarify for the benefit of the House that the number of Centrally-Sponsored
Schemes today is 147 but these have changed over a period of time. I have given
a detailed list of those Schemes since 2002. The idea is to rationalise and
restructure those Schemes in order to make them more purposive, more focussed
and more effective. This is precisely the terms of reference that have been given
to the B.K. Chaturvedi Committee. As soon as we receive the report, we will be
able to take a view on it and I do believe that the rationalisation and restructuring
would lead to better functional efficiencies of the Schemes.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : Madam, States’ share is necessary for properly
implementing the Centrally-Sponsored Schemes. But in many of the flagship
schemes, the State Governments could not provide matching grants due to the
reasons known to everybody. The States are, more or less, suffering from paucity
of adequate funds, that is why, many times, they could not provide the adequate
matching grants. This is a problem being faced for proper and timely

implementation of flagship schemes.
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So, in this backdrop, I want to know whether the Government has a plan to

increase its share for the Centrally-Sponsored Schemes so that the States do not
face shortage of funds for providing matching grants for such Centrally-Sponsored
Schemes.
SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam Speaker, may | inform the hon. Member that
for the 147 Centrally-Sponsored Schemes which are in operation today, an outlay
of Rs.1,80,389.33 crore, which is about 54 per cent of the total gross budgetary
support for 2011-12 is involved and for the Eleventh Plan as a whole, the total
outlay of the Centrally-Sponsored Schemes 1s Rs.6,58,021 crore, which is about
55 per cent of the Central budgetary support and 41.4 per cent of the total plan
expenditure?

The reason why I read out these figures is only to demonstrate the Centre’s
total commitment as far as the resources are concerned to make these Schemes
effective because primarily the purpose of the Schemes is to ensure the decline in
poverty and poverty alleviation. Therefore, we have always tried under these
schemes to assist the State Governments in view of paucity of resources of the
State Governments.

There is, at a certain level, a dichotomy and the dichotomy is this, while
they need the Central assistance in terms of resources, they also want flexibility
for implementing the kind of Schemes in the manner they think is their priority
which also we would like to ensure. That is why, B.K. Chaturvedi’s Terms of
Reference include something that is known as flexi-funding where there is
flexibility for funding and targeted funding both for the States and the Central
Government. So, in sum the approach that we have taken is that there are certain
national priorities which must transcend the States, the Central and the federal
barriers. As you know under article 282 there are only three ways of transferring
resources — one are the tax receipts, other are the ACAs and then the Centrally-

Sponsored Schemes. Therefore, the Central Government from its own Kkitty are
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trying its utmost to assist the State Governments in realizing common priorities of
the nation and also their priorities.

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN: Madam Speaker, the Minister has stated in his
answer that a Committee has been set up for studying or restructuring the
Centrally-Sponsored Schemes and that the Government is awaiting its report. I
would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the Central Government has
withdrawn any Centrally-Sponsored Scheme even before getting this report.E

In this connection I would like to say that there was an initiative from the Central
Government to strengthen the education of the poor students in the hilly areas.
That scheme is known as the Multi-learning Centres. In many of the hilly districts
in the State of Kerala, namely, Kasargod, Waynad, etc. the students are especially
from the adivasi community. But the Central Government has stopped the
financial assistance last year. The State Government has to take all the financial
burden. As a result, | am sorry to state that, the teachers are not getting their wages
and the students are not getting any facilities. We have the Report in other
Committees that about 60 to 63 per cent is the drop outs in the adivasi and hilly
areas. So, in this connection I would like to ask as to whether the Government will
consider continuing the scheme. Otherwise, the future of these adivasi students
would be in a very difficult position because the State Government alone cannot
give all the assistance.

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam, Speaker, the specific issue raised by the hon.
Member does not arise out of this question. I would like to be briefed on this and I
will separately give this information to the hon. Member.

A fRmeia g9 ¢ orege Heewn, 27 wiowa | TR 37 URRE 8 S iR oY HE @ § P
Al WIS WA A TR WH B 6! 8| dAbsdren Rure 8, .41 Fai1 RS 8, dgaax
HHS q1 &, BIRAA HHST a1 & 3R gD I8 I8 AL, aqgdal BACT 2l Whetl Bl 3

®IS¥ B 3241 RUIS 2| @i HHeH Qg o8 @

“I would like to mention that in April 2008 when we began the
distribution of smart cards for health insurance we began with BPL
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although the inclusion in the BPL list is a much an expression of
power and exclusion is an expression of lack of power.”

JE AT HHIIT M HE & 8

“The focus on allocation of money on the funds which are going I
crave your indulgence to say that what is going is not getting spent
well and sometimes is not reaching also.”

3D 915 981 18 AT &t Ruld ¥ Frad &gt T 8 fF 139 o Agell WS Wi 8, 39!
3T §F H Hac PR QY| SR AT ATSAT 8, i ATART AT &, HGIART AR AT
2 3R €1 M AT Bl BHADT AR SMUHT Fad! IF MG fF I | oM Wl &
g € iR IR #3901 <@ W 21 W el ¢ B 18 W B RUC W WHR 7 &I
T ofR gEv1 |ardt ... (raem)

& HEGAT: MY 3] U & |ardt grog|

. ()
£t R g9 : S WA 48 © [P O L. agdal Bl B RUC 8, IFD! AT B qP

gHCIHC BT IT HHST TR HHST 3N I I231?

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam, Speaker, I have already answered that the
Committee that was set up in March 2011 is expected to submit its report this
month itself and as soon as the report is received, it would be suitably examined
and follow up action will be taken.

2t FARpia ga : sieger wEledl, I8 w1 Sa1@ ganr?... ()

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY: The hon. Minister has already referred to flexi
funds and the Government is concerned about the universalisation of poverty
alleviation programmes without compromising the quality syndrome. The
Government is going to offer more autonomy to the State Governments for
planning their programmes where the funds will be provided by the Central

Government.
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In connection with this I would like to mention that evaluation always plays
formidable role in ascertaining the effectiveness of any programme whatsoever. In
this regard 1 would like to mention that Programme Evaluation Organization
which is under the Planning Commission is specialized in doing evaluation.
Earlier they had 50 offices in the country and now it has come down to only 10. E

It is so when the GovemEﬁ spending has gone on increasing. I think this

is a dichotomy. 1 would like to ask the hon. Minister concerned as to whether
evaluation will be given priority or not. If so, will the Planning Commission take
notice of the decreasing number of Programme Evaluation Organisation under his
Ministry?
SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Madam Speaker, I understand the focus of the hon.
Member’s supplementary on the evaluation and implementation of the schemes. I
have stated in my reply and I would like to repeat it that there is an elaborate
mechanism for evaluation and monitoring of the implementation of the schemes.
There is a half-yearly performance review meeting mechanism which is chaired by
the members of the Planning Commission. There is, additionally, a Delivery
Monitoring Unit under the Prime Minister’s Office where performance is regularly
reviewed and the results are on the website. Then, there are Mid-Term Appraisals
of the Plan which also review the schemes and suggest corrections. In addition,
the State Governments provide the monitoring mechanism through the Utilisation
Certificate.

Therefore, I would like to assure the hon. Member that it is in everybody’s
interest, more so in the interest of the Central Government which is spending a
bulk of tax payers’ money on poverty alleviation and empowering schemes to
ensure that the flaws in implementation, if any, are corrected and addressed as
soon as possible and as and when they are noticed. There is a comprehensive

system of review, evaluation and monitoring mechanism.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Q. No. 44. SHRI S. R. JEYADURAI

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME
MINISTER’S OFFICE (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY): Madam Speaker, as the
hon. Minister’s throat is not all right, I may be permitted to answer on his behalf.

Secondly, I may also be permitted to speak from this seat.

MADAM SPEAER: Yes.


Usha
written answers are attached as page 3 and 4
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(Q. No. 44)

SHRI S. R. JEYADURAI : Madam Speaker, Air India and Indian Airlines were
two public aviation companies which every Indian was proud of before 2004.
Then a decision to merge both Air Indian and Indian Airlines was taken and a new
company, the National Aviation Company of India Limited was formed. Year
after year, the losses of Air India are mounting and this company is bleeding
profusely. The CAG has termed the Air India as terminally ill.

I would like to know from the hon. Minister the causes which made Air
India management give up profitable routes in favour of private airlines and
whether the Government has assessed the profit which these private airlines are
making from these routes.
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Madam Speaker, the hon. Minister has raised
certain concerns about the situation prevailing in Air India now.

I would like to submit that there are main reasons for the losses of Air
India. One reason is decline in passenger load.... (Interruptions)
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: No. ... (Interruptions)
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Kindly hear me. There was also fall in domestic
demand. There was decline in yield due to competition by the private airlines. ...

(Interruptions) Kindly hear me and then you may put your questions.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Please hear him. Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) ..."
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: The next reason is increase in financial cost due to
aircraft acquisition and working capital loans which the Air India has got. The
next one is increase in depreciation expenditure. There is also increase in Wage
Bill and also other staff costs. Another reason is the abnormal increase in aviation
turbine fuel cost.... (Interruptions) There is also the entry of low cost carriers
which have been in operation because of competition. Then, operational
inefficiency is also a reason. Therefore, these are the factors which are responsible
for the losses in Air India. New aircraft were purchased and put into operation.
Apart from that, the working capital loans obtained by the Air India also added to
the interest ths to be paid.
These are the cumulative factors. ... (Interruptions) Therefore, to go into all these
aspects, a GoM has been constituted. ... (Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down.

... (Interruptions)
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Kindly hear me. I am prepared to answer all your
questions. ... (Interruptions) The GoM has been constituted by the Government to
go into the turn around plan and also into the financial restructuring. ...
(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please listen to the hon. Minister.

... (Interruptions)
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: The GoM had several meetings.
(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, please sit down. Please listen to the hon.
Minister. Hon. Members, why did you stand up?

... (Interruptions)

* Not recorded.
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: The Report was sent by the GoM to the
Committee of Officers. ... (Interruptions) They are looking into it.
(Interruptions) Therefore, the turn around plan and the financial restructuring are
under the consideration of the GoM. ... (Interruptions) Therefore, the Government
is alive to the problem that is prevailing in Air India. ... (Interruptions) The
Government is paying utmost attention to solve the problem. ... (Interruptions)
Therefore, the final decision will be taken by the GoM and thereafter the
Government will consider about the losses incurred by the Air India.
(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Member to ask the second supplementary. Please sit
down. He is asking his second supplementary.

... (Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: The hon. Member is asking the question. Please hear him.

... (Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, please take your seats. Shri Baalu, please
sit down. Hon. Prime Minister would like to intervene.

... (Interruptions)
THE PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Madam Speaker, that the
Air India is in serious difficulties is an open secret. A Group of Ministers is
looking into what can be done structurally and otherwise to put Air India back into
its normal shape. In this context, some hon. Members have brought to my attention
that Air India does not have the resources even to pay the salaries and wages of its
employees. Whatever be the final outcome of the working of the Group of
Ministers, I wish to assure the hon. Members of the House that the Government
will find ways and means to ensure that wages and salaries of the Air India
employees are paid in time. ... (Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please let the hon. Member ask his second supplementary.
Hon. Members, please sit down. The hon. Member is asking his supplementary

question.
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... (Interruptions)
SHRI S.R. JEYADURAI (THOOTHUKKUDI): I would like to know whether the
Air India is having any proposal to introduce new flights from Thoothukkudi to
Chennai as well as to other parts of India. If not, the reasons therefor.
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: The hon. Member has asked about introducing
new flights between Tuticorin and Chennai. As far as Air India is concerned, as
the financial restructuring and the turn around plans are under consideration,
expanding the routes of the Air India will be considered by the Government after
the Report is submitted to the GoM and thereafter by the Government.
MADAM SPEAKER. Thank you.
SHRI K. SUGUMAR : It is worrying that the total accumulated loss of Air India
has reached Rs. 77,000 crore till 2010-11. T am also worried as to how long the
Government can pump in or infuse money in the form of equity. So, there is a
need to find out a solution permanently.

According to me, the Air India is not operating in routes which are highly
profitable and gave them away to private players. For example, the Chennai —
Coimbatore route and vice versa, the Capital of six crore Tamilians and a leading
industrial hub in Tamil Nadu respectively, is left to private operators who are
earning handsomely. Nearly eight flights are plying in these routes. All these
eight aircraft plying in this sector are fully booked. But the Air India does not
operate even a single flight in this sector.

Therefore, I would like to know from the hon. Minister whether Air India
would take action to operate aircraft in routes which are highly profitable like this
sector and also in other profitable routes in the country.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: As far as the hon. Member’s observation that Air

India has incurred a loss of Rs. 77,000 crore is not correct.E


rbn
ontd. by 


03.08.2011 30

Madam, I would like to submit that for acquisition of the aircraft, a sum of
Rs 22,000 has been provided and the interest is being paid by the Government.
For the purpose of operational cost, the amount was borrowed from various banks
to the tune of about Rs. 22,165 crore. For that also, the interest is paid by the
Government.

Madam, apart from that, the monthly amount which the Air India is getting
is Rs. 1,700 crore and this amount is the overhead cost which includes everything.
The Air India’s income is Rs. 1,100 crore. Therefore, the net loss is coming to
about Rs. 600 crore. Therefore, the Government is very serious about considering
the restructuring plan which the hon. Member has been telling about the lucrative
routes which have been given to the private operators. The study is being done
and the Government is also willing to go in for those routes which the hon.
Member has been referring to. The Government has got an open mind on that.
Apart from that, it is not that the Government is favouring the private operators.
So, depending upon the aircraft availability, it is being operated. We will
definitely consider operating in lucrative areas also in future after the restructuring
plan comes.

SHRIMATI YASHODHARA RAIJE SCINDIA (GWALIOR): Hon. Speaker,
through you, I would like to ask the hon. Minister this question. I want to thank
the hon. Prime Minister for the assurances he has given us on Air India. However,
it 1s not cutting any of the problems that are happening. I have been flying Air
India since 1977. Many of the employees and IFS and crew of the Airline have
not been able to pay their car loans because they have not had their salaries for
three months. Many of them have not been able to pay their home loans because
they have not had their salaries for three months. Can the hon. Prime Minister
assure us that he will take care of all those people and their bank accounts and
everything? How are these people going to tackle their problems in their families?
You have gallies in your warehouses in London which everybody knows about. |

am talking about the new gallies that were bought. They are since lying there for
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the last five to ten years. You also have ad hoc appointments that have been made
just because those relatives have Directors on the Air India Board. A sum of Rs.
75,000 is being paid to those ad hoc appointees and yet you are not being able to
pay the salaries of Rs. 22,000 and Rs. 75,000 to the IFS crew. Please give us a
reply that if you had a home loan or car loan, would the bank wait for you?

SHRI V.NARAYANASAMY: The hon. Prime Minister categorically told in this
august House that as far as the salary part of the employees are concerned for the
months of June and July and also for the incentives that have to be given to them,
it will be taken care of. The hon. Prime Minister had already assured this august
House. Whatever the complaints which the hon. Member is having about the
other aspects which she has mentioned about, those can be looked into by the
Government.

DR. K.S. RAO : I have gone through the reply given by the hon. Minister. I know
the hon. Minister Shri Vayalar Ravi. 1 also know that he cannot be held
responsible for all these losses. ... (Interruptions) Please hear me.

Now, the reply says that there is a loss of Rs. 7,000 crore in one year and
that is almost subsidizing the richer sections of the society. I did not have the
information of the value of the assets of the Civil Aviation (Air India); it must
have been more than Rs. 50,000 crore. So, instead of earning at least Rs. 10,000
crore, losing Rs. 7,000 crore is a calamity. Apart from that, as a Members of
Parliament, we suspect that there is some foul play from some corner. Whenever,
as Members of Parliament, we want to book a ticket in the Executive Class, they
say that it is full and when we go and see the aircraft, it is totally vacant. So, it
means, there must be some foul play. Now, the hon. Prime Minister is also here.
We have heard his reply also.E

Will he think in terms of getting the reply from the Group of Ministers at
the earliest so that a correct decision can be taken either in closing down the Air
India; saving the Rs.10,000-20,0000 crore and using it for giving health cover to
all the BPL families in the country?
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Madam, the hon. Member has been suggesting
that the report by the GoM may be given well in advance, at the earlier point of
time. The GoM has sent the recommendations of the Experts Group to the
Committee of Officers. As soon as it comes, the GoM will consider it. The GoM

will definitely submit a report to the Government as early as possible.

it o PR : AT e Sff, U 980 WK ¥ dfhd SR g1 MadTd T g Bl
... (TAY) A WS A T A Al R S-St =@l g8 ol v foran gan © fb s
e Bufal oy o1 W 2l I8 919 97 2 P o TR S # SR WX BN a1 @ bl
FACT @ olifory, BiRuclardl < ey, Siafe afs Aol sufrl & faami # 9§ a1 v
3rese AT 8 Sl Wellse T of Il &, [ Fellse | o9l ddb AR qIeR of Sl 21 §adl
qid # o Fredm § o S demsdiel o A1ck Wi #§ gad AT 8 S@T W ia TR g
B WHR 7 AT g1 R T8 YA QR ;1 B WaR 7 f&ar g a1 787

T 9 I8 T 5 S ugered € 9w 9 ol uweed § O SN Ueled g,
STH! A HEAT F IqT T8 e 1 TR d@ F oS iR B T & HHEAn a1 Y@ &
HIR R g SAD ATI-1 SHYT TR AT Bt 3 a7 gedTal <&t Bl sHd T BRI 27
WRER BT THRAT | 30 W AT T

J 9 I8 © P 3@ Bis <rsd Usyd e TRl 21 TeTge B SAWR BRa-Dhd

TdT Tolal © fh Frse I 81 s 1 T Tl B1F I ST &1 Al Fellge d=iel al Sl
21 H Iy wemw { el dredl g 6 A ger w3 oft 99 € &k A w3 S of
§0 g1 ¥ S M fegpd € a1 SR © 6 frol suftRl df o § S %@ E, Safe It
BRI STl 8, SdT TTgH Yed <l &, oif Ul Air India (TIR Sfem) Huet =re
H S @ E? WHR IR-ER 39 G B YR HY B 3R IR-GR HI IH VAT Foldl M2
FT SABT DIy R FAEE TRHR S AT T, T8 H go1 arean gl

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Madam, as far as the question, which the hon.

Members has raised, about the VIPs travelling in the aircraft is concerned, I will
be able to send a reply to the hon. Member because I do not have the immediate

reply on that.
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As far as the other issues which he raised about the quality of food, the
system which has been prevailing in Air India, especially about the financial
restructuring and the turn-around plan, the overall things are being considered by
the GoM. Definitely, I assure this august House that as far as the GoM is
concerned, they will go into all the details for bringing back the Air India into the
mainstream. They will take all steps including the issue which the hon. Members
have been raising that some lucrative routes in which Air India has to operate. All
these things are under the consideration of the GoM. Definitely, the GoM will
consider even the financial restructuring because the interest which will be paid
is also a huge amount for the acquisition of aircraft and also for the purpose of
working capital. All these issues are there. Therefore, the Government will
consider all these aspects and come with a concrete plan. for the revival of Air
India.

SHRI AMBICA BANERIJEE : Madam, the Air India staff are not getting their
salaries since the last two or three months. Seven pilots from Kolkata came to me
and reported that they have not been paid for seven months and they are on the
verge of starvation; they have to sell their properties. They told me this thing. The
important point is that Air India is the number-one carrier of India. From that
position, it has now come down to the number-five position. The aircraft is
supposed to be in the air for at least 12-14 hours. In that case, Air India’s aircraft

is flying for 8 hourS.E


rjs
cd by m1


03.08.2011 34

Now, pilots are on the verge of starving. Hence, I would like to know as to
what steps have been taken by the Government to make their payment.
SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: This question has already been replied by the hon.
Prime Minister. For June and July, they have to be paid salary, including
incentives for three months. The hon. Prime Minister has assured and stated in this
august House as to what the Government is going to do on the salary part of Air

India employees.
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(Q. No. 45)
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12.00 hrs.

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

MADAM SPEAKER: Now Papers to be laid.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI D. PURANDESWARI): Madam, I beg to lay on
the Table:-

(1

2

3)

4

(1) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions, New Delhi,
for the year 2009-2010.
(1) A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions, New Delhi,
for the year 2009-2010, together with Audit Report thereon.
(iii)) A copy of the Memorandum of Action Taken (Hindi and English
versions) on the recommendations of the National Commission for
Minority Educational Institutions, New Delhi, for the year 2009-2010.
(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4565/15/11)
A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Lucknow, for the year 2009-
2010, together with Audit Report thereon.
Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (2) above.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4566/15/11)

(1) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Central University of Jharkhand, Ranchi, for the year 2009-2010.

(1)) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Central University of Jharkhand,

Ranchi, for the year 2009-2010.
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)

(6)

(7

(8)

©)

(10)

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (4) above.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4567/15/11)

(1) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, for the year 2008-2009.

(1)) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Central University of Gujarat,
Gandhinagar, for the year 2008-2009.

Statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (6) above.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4568/15/11)

(1) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, for the year 2009-2010.

(i1)) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Central University of Gujarat,
Gandhinagar, for the year 2009-2010.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (8) above.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4569/15/11)

(1) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Tripura University, Agartala, for the year 2009-2010.

(i1)) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Tripura University, Agartala, for the

year 2009-2010.
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(11)  Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (10) above.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4570/15/11)

(12) A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Nagaland University, Kohima, for the year 2008-2009, together with
Audit Report thereon.

(13)  Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (12) above.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4571/15/11)

HAR SR a1 denfiat #rea # o @3 (sht i urrere): wEed, H ARG SThER

M, 1898 HI ORI 74 B IUYRT (4) & Ifqd WRAT STHER (daxr dnes) fram,
2011 Sl 31 SEY, 2011 & WRA & IS0F H IfAGAT F&AT AI0H10f10 58(31) H Teh1iRrd
B o, B U Ui (= 9 SiUSl HepRvl) [T yedl UR &l g

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4572/15/11)
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12.01 ' hrs.
COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS
14™ and 15™ Reports

sft 3Fa TIRM WA (Rrg): "R, # wfuer afefa & fefolRa oftaeT (= qan
TS HEHRU) IR Bl 8-
1. e R wfdsr B & fau sifder # Jfe & av # 4 ga. HsreaT,
Herifed, AR WK AR FE BT § 0w aAq1 41 Yoad S, Hda
TS AT U1 gRT T IRITae & ar H diegal ufade|
2. =T BAd Ure Bicage™ (k) fafics & aRasT | wvifad
afdadl & fory AreRal &1 JEgE fFy o @ a8 SRid JwTeR aieia
qAT T AN o U JHTded TR ATIHT Al (1597 i) & d_ed
gfided ¥ oidfde Reilel W WMeR gRl $l-Te-dRdE dedt Ygegd]
mferae|

12.01 3% hrs.

COMMITTEE ON SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION
17th and 18th Reports

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Madam, I beg to present the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Reports (Hindi and English versions) of the

Committee on Subordinate Legislation.

* The above Reports were presented to the Hon'ble Speaker on 21 July, 2011 under Direction 71A of the
Directions by the Speaker, Lok Sabha when the House was not in Session and the Speaker was pleased to
order the printing, publication and circulation of the above Reports under rule 280 of the Rules of

Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.
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12.02 hrs.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON DEFENCE
12th Report

SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ (GARHWAL): Madam, I beg to present the Twelfth
Report (Hindi and English versions) of the Standing Committee on Defence on

‘Demands for Grants 2011-12’ of the Ministry of Defence.

12.02 Y hrs.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS
8th Report

SHRI ARUNA KUMAR VUNDAVALLI (RAJAHMUNDRY): Madam, I beg to
present the Eighth Report (Hindi and English versions) of the Standing Committee
on Petroleum and Natural Gas on ‘Demands for Grants (2011-12) of the Ministry

of Petroleum and Natural Gas’.

12.02 ' hrs.
STANDING COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY
225™ and 226 Reports

SHRI M. KRISHNASSWAMY (ARANI): Madam, I beg to lay on the Table the
following Reports (Hindi and English versions) of the Standing Committee on
Industry:-
(1) Two hundred and twenty-fifth Report on the Revival and Restructuring of
Hindustan Machine Tools Limited pertaining to the Ministry of Heavy
Industries and Public Enterprises (Department of Heavy Industry).
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(2) Two hundred and twenty-sixth Report on Study on the Working of

Memorandum of Understanding System pertaining to the Ministry of
Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises

Enterprises).

(Department of Public

12.02 3% hrs.

BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
27th Report

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF
WATER RESOURCES (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): Madam, I beg to
present the Twenty-Seventh Report of the Business Advisory Committee.
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12.03 hrs.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Visit of Foreign Minister of Pakistan to India

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI S.M. KRISHNA): Hon.
Speaker, Madam, I rise to inform the House of the visit of Foreign Minister of

Pakistan to India.

Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar, Foreign Minister of Pakistan visited India from
July 26-28, 2011 for the Foreign Minister level talks, which were held in Delhi on
July 27. These talks were preceded by a Foreign Secretary level meeting on July
26 to prepare the ground for the ministerial meeting. Foreign Minister level talks
were held to review the progress of the first round of the resumed dialogue
process which commenced after the meeting of the two Foreign Secretaries in

February 2011 in Thimphu.

Pakistan Foreign Minister and I, along with our respective delegations, met
for delegation level talks on July 27. In the discussion, we took stock of the
current state of our bilateral relations and reviewed progress in the dialogue
process since its resumption. The talks were held in a candid, friendly and
positive atmosphere. I reaffirmed India's desire to work with Pakistan to reduce
the trust deficit and move forward in a friendly manner. I conveyed that India
desires a stable and prosperous Pakistan, acting as a bulwark against terrorism,
and at peace with itself and with its neighbours. India wishes to have constructive
relations with Pakistan to enable both countries to effectively address our

common developmental prioritE

I underscored the importance that we attach to the fulfillment of
commitments made by Pakistan during the Home and Interior Secretary level talks
in March 2011 on the trial and investigation, underway in Pakistan, in the
Mumbeai terrorist attacks case. I requested Pakistan to act on the assurance given

to our Home Minister by Pakistan Interior Minister in June 2010 on the dossiers


Ravinder Singh
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regarding seven specific individuals and the need to provide voice samples.
Pakistan was asked to investigate the linkages with some elements in the Pakistani
security agencies that had emerged from the evidence presented in the Tahawwur
Rana trial in the United States. I called for credible and effective action against
jihadi leaders such as Hafiz Saeed and terrorist groups such as Jamaat-ud-Daawa
and Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, who continue to incite violence and hatred against India.
I also took the opportunity to convey our displeasure at Pakistan Foreign Minister
meeting Hurriyat leaders on July 26, even before bilateral discussions between the

two Governments could commence.

Pakistan's Foreign Minister stated that we should not let history determine
the future course of India-Pakistan relationship. There was a change in mindset in
Pakistan which went beyond the present Government or Pakistan People's Party,
which traditionally had good relations with India. She mentioned that the good
relations between late Mrs. Benazir Bhutto and late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
were fondly remembered in Pakistan. She maintained that the resumption of
dialogue has improved the atmospherics. The meeting of the Foreign Ministers
was a culmination of this round of dialogue and re-engagement in itself could be

considered a success.

On the Mumbai terrorist attacks trial, underway in Pakistan, the Pakistan
Foreign Minister requested India to have patience, trust and confidence in the
process. According to her, Pakistan was not trying to abdicate responsibility. On
the issue of terrorism emanating from territory under Pakistan's control, she said
that no country had suffered as much as Pakistan at the hands of terrorists and
therefore Pakistan's commitment to fight terrorism should not be doubted. It was
not Pakistan's policy to support terrorism in any country. Pakistan was ready to
have a dialogue with India on the issue and there was a need for cooperation to
combat terrorism. There was an opportunity in the new environment of Pakistan

and a consensus that it is in Pakistan's national interest to have good relations with
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India. On her meeting with Hurriyat leaders, she informed me that Pakistan
wanted to engage all the stakeholders.

On Jammu & Kashmir, both sides reiterated their respective positions
which are well known and agreed to continue discussions for a peaceful and
negotiated settlement of the Jammu & Kashmir issue, by narrowing divergences
and building on convergences. Meanwhile, in order to facilitate travel and trade
across the Line of Control, for the welfare of the people on both sides, we
announced some additional Confidence Building Measures, which are listed in the

Joint Statement that was issued after the talkSE

On economic and commercial cooperation, I expressed satisfaction that
Pakistan had recognized that grant of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status to India
would help in expanding bilateral trade relations and had also committed to
operationalise a non-discriminatory trade regime with India, by replacing the
present "positive list" with a "negative list" by October 2011. I called for diligent
follow up on decisions taken during the Commerce Secretary level talks held in
April 2011. Pakistan Foreign Minister said that Pakistan's approach on the matter
was very positive and constructive. Mutually beneficial mechanisms for linkages
of trade and commerce could be discussed. To give further impetus to our
economic and commercial relations, we agreed to convene the next meeting of the
India-Pakistan Joint Commission next year, to be preceded by the meetings of the

8 technical level working groups which have been set up.

On issues like Sir Creek, Siachen and Tulbul Navigation Project/Wullar
Barrage, there have been serious discussions in this round of the resumed
dialogue. We have understood better each other's positions but more needs to be
done. We decided to continue working together with an open mind and a problem
solving approach to eventually arrive at mutually acceptable solutions. We also
agreed that the bedrock of India-Pakistan relations were people of the two

countries and therefore promotion of friendly exchanges in the fields of culture,
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sports, media, parliamentary exchanges and so on to enhance people-to-people
contacts, was of particular importance. In this regard, we acknowledged the need
for finalization of the revised Bilateral Visa Agreement and revision of the
Bilateral Protocol on visit to Religious Shrines. We emphasized the need to
address pressing humanitarian issues like the release of prisoners and fishermen in
each other's custody and supported the work of India-Pakistan Judicial Committee

in this regard.

As an outcome of the talks, it was decided to continue the dialogue process
on all issues. In this regard, it was agreed to convene a series of Secretary level
meetings on the issues of Counter-Terrorism (including progress on Mumbai trial)
and Narcotics Control; Humanitarian issues; Commercial & Economic
cooperation; Tulbul Navigation Project/Wullar Barrage; Sir Creek (at the level of
Surveyor General/Additional Secretary); Siachen; Peace & Security including
Confidence Building Measures (CBMs); Jammu & Kashmir; and promotion of
friendly exchanges. The exact dates for these meetings would be decided through
diplomatic channels. We also agreed that the meetings would be completed prior

to my visit to Pakistan in the first half of 2012.

During her stay in Delhi, Pakistan's Foreign Minister called on Hon'ble
Prime Minister and handed over a letter of invitation from Prime Minister Gilani
to visit Pakistan. She also called on Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Hon’ble Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha and Shri L.K. Advani, Hon’ble Chairman, BJP

Parliamentary Board.

The visit of the Foreign Minister of Pakistan was aimed at resolving
peacefully all outstanding issues through a constructive and forward looking
dialogue and to establish cooperative and good neighbourly relations between the
two countries, in an environment free from terrorism and violence. In this regard,
we are committed to build a relationship of trust and mutually beneficial

cooperation in conformity with the determination of the people of both countries
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to see an end to terrorism and violence and to realise their aspirations for peace

and development.

(Placed in Library, See No. LT 4573/15/11)
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12.15 hrs

MATTERS UNDER RULE 377"

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, the Matters under Rule 377 shall be laid on
the Table of the House. Members who have been permitted to raise Matters under
Rule 377 today and are desirous of laying them may personally hand over slips at
the Table of the House within 20 minutes.

Only those Matters shall be treated as laid for which slips have been
received at the Table within the stipulate time. The rest will be treated as lapsed.
(i) Need to strengthen the existing law prohibiting pre natal sex determination

test

SHRI M.I. SHANAVAS (WAYANAD): The latest census figures have
revealed the national child sex ratio of 914 girls per 1000 boys, the lowest since
independence and further down from the previous census figure of 927. It is a
disturbing fact which needs the most urgent and stringent intervention of the
government as the social balance is being upset. Prenatal sex determination,
though prohibited by the law of the land continues to be rampant and the Union
Government must take all necessary measures to formulate more stringent laws
that would prohibit any attempts at prenatal sex determination.

The existing law concerning Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques requires
constant upgradation and its ambit be expanded to meet the changing requirements

of the time like the advances in technology that provides leeway to the offenders.

* Treated as laid on the Table.
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(i1) Need to set up a petroleum and natural gas refinery at Barmer in

Rajasthan

st g et (TSHR): WY WA &F ISR & UedH Y N W Ugldl Ud I B
femer WeR el € | usel 36 fafera &Rt A1 480 fAfe™ e @S A & WeR &1
JITHT SR AT 1 | ¥ 3fiher 89N ST & aad GIHAT S T fTaeID
giaem gd =1 RIRIQAT BT < BT SMRAT D5 ARBR DI &A1 Td &g R D A3l
St frctax IR # REGET wnfid & &1 orRy Y fvan ® | A qremit o
@ WA ¥ B WER 1 Id Swd UGIor| dfed & g § Udh f[IRNE g BT TeT
e | 3= A1 arewR H yem =Ru1 H 4.5 W 6 fAferas < aif¥es eman arell Rerg=d
DI WRAUT B DI AFAM B & | AT JATHAT T TR B QR b FHI RGBS
WA B @ PR B SATIYE qaqrr o1 | uvg 9 o= 3 3t db big drd el
T T |

TS & AT § AR F RY © 5 TR 7 o & Igifermd W& 9 &
femer “eR 8 Td 2009 W ISHR H B W Pl < BT 23 U A A AT D
IR W ISR H dehbldd Uh R Wfud &ox= & forv e fopam s =nfevl
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(ii1) Need to set up a Nurses’ Welfare Board in the country.

SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMATHITTA): I take this opportunity to
request the Government to kindly set up a Nurses Welfare Board in the country.
Even though the nurses are rendering meritorious service in the Medicare sector of
our country, they are the most vulnerable community in terms of salary and
working conditions. Nurses are vulnerable to work-induced diseases due to their
proximity to the patients suffering from communicable diseases. They are not
protected by proper immunity measures against such diseases. Nurses are not
getting medical/sickness benefits in case of work-induced diseases. Rather, they
have to bear all the expenses regarding treatment. At present there is no
mechanism to ensure the welfare of nurses in the country especially working in the
private sector. Setting up of a Nurses Welfare Board will provide medicare

facilities, pension and other benefits to the nurses in our country.
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(iv) Need to ensure accessibility of medical facilities to people under National
Rural Health Mission in Sultanpur Parliamentary Constituency, Uttar
Pradesh

w

S do RE (GemqR): IS arHior @Rey AR & d8d &R ATl R RDR
At § 99 9 U fHa AR @ uRaR B e e glaemd e & forg el
BUAT AT HRAT & WY IR U< H $9 WY [ Jiaemsii § Sear dfed 2 3R
ST BT 3 SISl & fofu ool SRUdTall Td STae’l | $ollol BRaET TS 38T 8, ford
W ING AN 30T G WA B HAS T PR I8 © | AY A9 &8 YR D qTFI00
gl H A W e @t drs giaamd T8 A I8 €, 7 Sa1 &R SR’ § gaiag
AN WY Bl H T8 N % ©

ARBR A FRY & h IR T 3 AT AT ey R 3 S srfrafiaan
8% © SUD! g PHRAY AR T AN DI fSd HRAN qAT D5 DI R ATSTATSA
B AT ST qb g B AT FaReT HY |
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(v) Need to clear the proposals of construction of link roads and related
infrastructure under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh Parliamentary Constituency, Haryana.

SHRIMATI SHRUTI CHOUDHRY (BHIWANI-MAHENDRAGARH): 1
would like to draw the kind attention of the august House towards the dire need to
take up construction of link roads and related infrastructure under Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana in my Bhiwani-Mahendergarh (Haryana) Parliamentary
Constituency in the remaining XIth five year plan (2007-12) on top priority basis.

During the last 2 years, I have already sent some proposals for my
Parliamentary Constituency areas from Bhiwani District like — Bhiwani, Tosham,
Dadri Loharu, Badhra & from Mahendergarh District like- Mahendergarh,
Narnaul, Ateli and Nangal Chaudhary areas to take up these proposals under
Centrally Sponsored Scheme-PMGSY. But it seems, these proposals were not
considered in Phase-X of PMGSY either in 2010-11 or 2011-12. I would like to
bring to your kind notice that the said proposals are long-pending and there is dire
need to take up these projects as the thousands of local people like students,
employees, farmers and many others in the respective areas are facing lot of
difficulties to move from one village to another for one purpose or the other.

I, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister of Rural Development, through
the Chair, to kindly include the proposals with sufficient budgetary allocation,
which were sent already, in the remaining XIth five year plan as these are genuine
needs of the people and also the wish of the people of my Constituency. This will

also help to achieve the desired results of Bharat Nirman Programme.
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(vi) Need to provide funds for construction of Multi-Speciality hospital in

Madurai district of Tamil Nadu
SHRI MANICKA TAGORE (VIRUDHUNAGAR): In India, the population is
growing very steadily every year as well as various kinds of diseases are also
spreading rapidly in the country every year. Some unknown diseases are also
spreading now-a-days due to modern life style and food habits for which the
doctors and scientists are unable to find the reasons and are unable to give proper
treatment due to shortage of hospitals, doctors and medicines in the country. So a
multi-speciality hospital should be set up in all the District Capitals in the country
by the Union Government.

Due to lack of any multi-speciality hospital in Madurai District of Tamil
Nadu and due to the growing demand of the people of Southern districts of Tamil
Nadu, the previous Union Government in 2009 had laid a foundation stone by the
then Health Minister in Thoppur, Thirumangalm, Madurai District to construct a
multi-speciality hospital to cater to the needs of these southern districts. But so far,
the hospital has not been constructed which has created a great resentment among
the people of southern districts.

I represent from the southern districts of Tamil Nadu which are totally
backward and less developed and where most of the people are fully dependent
upon the Government hospitals for taking any kind of medical treatment. Hence, I
urge upon the Union Government through you Madam to release/allot the funds
earmarked for the purpose to construct the multi-speciality hospital and efforts

should also be made to open the hospital at the earliest possible time.
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(vii) Need to supply natural gas to industrial establishments in Chennai,
Tamil Nadu

SHRI S. ALAGIRI (CUDDALORE):  There is exploration of about 8 crore
cubic gas which is produced daily from Krishna Godavari basin and this gas is
supplied to the Western and Northern parts of India. The gas explored in K.G.
Basin is not supplied to the southern States of India. The establishments working
in Chennai are very much affected due to non-availability of gas.

In this context, it is my humble request to the Government to change the
policy in order to allocate the gas required by industrial establishments at Chennai
so that they can keep up their production process unhindered and avoid the likely

unemployment problem in these establishments.
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(viii) Need to provide power connections to farmers in areas included in dark
zones in Sabarkantha Parliamentary Constituency, Gujarat

st AEsRiE @, e (WaRGie): WX G9GY &8F AERGel & AfRGaR AT B
AAE U4 U &9 § HRRG § R MM WAl P WHI W U o & oy 98
fIFETT wT W AT B I R AR § | XG9I 87 B By AThl Bl S[D Ol
aivd fhar T 7 e SR I8 & [FEE oY Wdl W egadd T & oy
fISTell &1 FAaRM Wa @l BR UK © i Sl S D A S dTel &Fl H
fSTell aer fQu o R ufi@e o gorm & | gl 3R, el Bl <gaddl M &
forg 32 fastelt &1 Faee 24 d@¢ ¥ fid ST @ WY Al R Tgedd d W
gfey 2 | s SR 5 W & SRITR Srea) 8- 3l R T 9 ) ¢ |
W AHGT & B Se% &b B ulRgd SR H Ul Bl P © SR T &P D gdl
Rl # ST'l W Uil vt A/ A R8T € 98 W W S i fifva BRI g, Sl
74 &3 # & arel fRu & A g 7 | Ui e # U IR i S &1 |/d B
g W AN A &5 | UiE A1 B B 918 GART A4 el gl § oD PR Ugel dd
H WX GOy & & O sl # ql A8 o1 317 a8 W g A H ue e <@
g | AT 9d HRaTpR NF RN TR U SR € 981 WR S1h i Bl AT fhar S
IR 9 SHTEl R U F © d8 TR =T WAFE A UM iy S 3R fhamt &1 fe=rs
& foru g foam oo | i Rars & | reragrar & 80 Ui de §QrIT ST iR
fHArT Bl STea T A &1 aSTell HIaeH egadd go &g fadr Sy |

WHR A FRY 2 6 W IOy &85 qraRepicl § e ®R W S1h S|
WIS fFar SMY 77 6 QR &b WR UR UG 71 [ HRaAThR (o I IR GATa Tt
2 g8l ©ld S bl g9 fhar Sy |
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(ix) Need to construct an airport at Agra in Uttar Pradesh

M. IAGHR (IMWRT): W Alb AT &7 INRI, a1 § woe 9 gt &-ar g
faeg @ Voefie oRIs § 9 U ® | 9w ¥ e Y gfe 9 ot o &1 faRi
72 T | oW # Uil fawg & o @il ¥ JemEd aafeaai vd Rt wiesi &1
R R # SII-9AT W&dl § | Bafied & &3 § W) N &1 f9w 7 2 | fawa
uRig T ®Id B9 & A ANRT # 418 A1 D DIg Jfagr 98 T | 59 fag #
U & B Ul g ARBR Dl JAA B FHT § | A WHR A A g b o
gdTs ISl TR MY | BaTg IS &1 AT B T gaTg ATAT AR YIRGBIR & &dls
3ES U YH Bl WY qAT fecell § g q1 fieell A @ a1 3R Ufifed gars
HdT P& Bl Y |
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(x) Need to construct railway line connecting Lamta-Paraswada-Baihar-
Malajkhand in district Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh

3t &. ). U@ (qEmEE): A UQY T @ SfHd qrerdre el Tade gHifad
e & | =g Rren SférT qd #en Y9 & ofqeia onar § | ararere et § Aerera@vs |
g BIWR o, &1 Aroide 2 | §9 HIolae § NeId oS 9 Sred &l A7 Sl gI]T
JuT A B O B & | 39 Nold oAz B SirsT SiAred § rfsmasds g |

3T ATT-IRAATSI-IEX-HATOEUS dh 5 Yol olfgd (82 fhaiiiier) &l Mt
YT goic H I BRa™ &Y BRATs HI U |
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(xi) Need to conduct an inquiry into the Kalka Mail train accident in
Fatehpur district in Uttar Pradesh and provide adequate compensation to the
victims of the train accident

3t BT WA (BAEYR): A &F H fATH 10.7.2011 BT FeAdl AT H QIR 12.20
o faeell ST aTell BIedl Hdl AR 8 s fOrH 75 @l &I g 8 8 3R
ST 200 AT TR W0 | 919 §U | AT B SMaR ferd & & & |Aodr g
R fFaEl 7 qRa & g Al B S|l 9 Fed R BAsR 9 BEgR B
AT H AU [EAl H SUAR & oy Wl HRET | Aedi F HEYR DI g4 AT 55
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T $9 GHST & QNI NAGAAT & faeg & ¥ O BRATe! ®f Sy | = i
BT S ABIAT R U B TS 2 I8 BB BH ©, 59 IR I QT ST | A1 &,
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AT AT © |
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(xii) Need to expedite construction of Sambhal-Gajraula via Hasanpur

railway line in Uttar Pradesh

ST, AWIGEAN T@ (WHA): H IR B A FHA-ToRIAT I TATYR TR
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5 ATl I $H SN NTd AT DI AN HRAT 37 BT g 3R ABR & ¥ goic § 39

el TS BT WRA1d U &R <l 2 | offhd dS §@ & A1 Hedl Us @ 2 & I8
T fI% SIS TR € I8 ST § | 39 Xed offsd &1 7 A 3 |9 8 HHe gall ©

3R 7 BIs goic YR AT T & | PR 3 db 59 dleT W $Y HMH gall © al

WRER IIY (AT BRIT | RN AT 399 SHIE WU 96 8 | 39 YeId g+ &l

SHfed W STeq 9 Sleg g1 988 S © | 3 WRBR ¥ YR § & 98 39 Ve

ATST BT B Toll A Yo HRAT Dl HERA] DY |



03.08.2011 60

(xiii) Need to connect villages with pucca road under Left-Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected Districts Project in Aurangabad Parliamentary Constituency,
Bihar

it PEfte R RiE (eimame) : favd &9 <ol & <91 & fafy= fedi # Suar
TfafafeRt It 6 € SR THE-9HT R SHd WeRd URUH A I I8 ol 39
YS! AR TR A oM 7 WRBR gRT A1 YA SR © 9T <% & by Hidi A
IyarE gTad el o1 I &R IReR 39 &3 & o ) fey & § @ 7 |
fehg, g <RIl are A1 39 el o R # @rg aRacd= 781 o o 2 |
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gl WEAd W §9 BIRUGAI b (HATAIT B AELIGAT 8, T8 eRAad W YA A
Ao TE et §

TR WG eF SieTarg ([ER) areuell Suae 9 WIax ©4 ¥ JIad g
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g 5 amdy Syar ¥ yuifaa el 3 goesgs ArSHT & d8d 250 @I SEmEl drel
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(xiv)Need to formulate a scheme for all round development of Dharmapuri
district in Tamil Nadu

SHRI R. THAMARAISELVAN (DHARMAPURI): Dharmapuri district, in my
Parliamentary Constituency Dharmapuri in the State of Tamil Nadu is the most
backward district in the State. This district is blessed with material resources,
educated youth, skilled and unskilled workers. In the absence of industrial
development in the district, the educated youth and skilled and unskilled workers
are forced to migrate to places far away from the State. All the adjoining districts
are well-developed in all spheres. The previous State Government made all its
efforts to industrialise this district but it did not get enough support from the
Central Government. I, therefore, urge upon the Central Government to initiate an
action plan to industrialize and convert this backward district into a prospering

district in the State of Tamil Nadu.
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(xv)Need to relax the existing provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
for providing land to police establishments proposed to be set up in forest
land in Orissa

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Because of historical reasons
large tracts of land in Orissa particularly in the Naxal affected districts, have been
recorded as forest land. In view of the existing provisions of the Forest
(conservation) Act, 1980, it is extremely difficult to get any land for construction
of police establishment, like Police stations, Outposts, Training Centres, Watch
Towers and Armed Police Camps etc. While it was initially agreed that such
approvals would now be available under the Scheduled Tribes and other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, police
establishments do not find place in the list of projects for which relaxation is
available under this Act too.

I would urge upon the Government that relaxation be extended to police
establishments proposed to be set up in forest land upto one hectare each for
Police Stations and Outposts, Watch Towers so that CPMF and State Forces can
be deployed at strategic locations in Left Wing Extremist affected areas for deep

penetration.
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(xvi) Need to stop operation of the trains after sunset between New
Jalpaiguri-Alipurduar in Jalpaiguri district, West Bengal keeping in view the
train accidents of wild elephants

SHRI MAHENDRA KUMAR ROY (JALPAIGURI): Recently two adult
elephants were killed by the running trains between New Jalpaiguri - Alipurdaur in
Jalpaiguri district. Over the past five years as many as 25 elephants have so far
been killed in train accidents on the railway track between Alipurdaur Junction
and New Jalpaiguri that passes through the forest. All the incidents have taken
place at night and despite repeated requests, the railway authority is yet to consider
the stoppage of running trains both passengers/goods on the track after sunset.

The proposal to decrease the speed of the train is not a solution. Emphasis
should be given to make alternative arrangement to avoid any such incidents.

So, I urge upon the Government to take up the matter with all seriousness

to stop operation of the trains on the said railway tracks after sunset.
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(xvii)Need to regularize the services of non-teaching NMR employees working
on daily wages in the National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirapalli, Tamil
Nadu

SHRI P. KUMAR (TIRUCHIRAPPALLI): The National Institute of Technology
i1s now functioning in my parliamentary Constituency Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu.
It is a very old institution which consists of Teaching and Non-teaching staff. The
non-teaching staffs are working hard for the upliftment of this institution for the
past several years. There were 140 non-teaching staff working in this institute on
temporary basis, among them 35 staff have been regularized in 2006. The
remaining 103 staff working in this institute for the past fifteen years on temporary
and daily wages (NMR) basis have represented the matter to the institution
authorities and to the Ministry of Human Resource Development for their
regularization. They are living in a poor condition without proper salary. They are
having necessary educational qualification. The Association of Non-teaching
NMR Employees have also represented their grievances to the authorities
concerned and no action has been taken so far. I on behalf of the non-teaching
NMR employees working on daily wages, appeal to the Government to consider
their genuine demand and necessary steps may kindly be taken for their

regularization in the same institute.
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(xviii)Need to take immediate steps to open Haldia to Paradip internal
waterways

SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE): The internal water ways from Haldia
port in West Bengal to Paradip port in Orissa has been declared as one of the
important National Water-ways of the country. The route has been identified as
Talcher-Dhamra, stretch of river Brahmani, Geonkhali-Charbelia, stretch of
Mahandi Delta (623 kms).

The Geonkhali-Hijli coast canal and Orissa coast canal are the very part of
this route. But till date no work has been started thereon. Even the Map of the
proposed waterways has not been published publicly. The people and the local
administration are quite in dark in this respect.

Gurudev Rebindranath Tagore, our national poet, used this route to pay
visits to his estate in Paradip. If this route is started, the cost of transportation of
goods from Haldia port to Orissa and vice-versa will be minimized along with the
tremendous boost in the economic activities in the adjoining areas. The whole
economic scenario would be changed completely.

It would be good gesture from the end of the Union Government to provide
necessary financial allocation in this respect during current fiscal year.

[ urge upon the Union Government to take up the matter without any delay.
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12.16 hrs.

MOTION RE: EXPRESSING DEEP CONCERN OVER PRICE RISE
AND CALLING UPON GOVERNMENT TO TAKE IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE STEPS TO CHECK INFLATION,

GIVING RELIEF TO COMMON MAN

MADAM SPEAKER: Now, we shall take up item no. 12 - Shri Yashwant Sinha.

... (Interruptions)

2 Hifd e qRAT (IAAH) @ fET& TR, HAYT & HAT .. (AET)
3remet ARG ¢ Y Al | Wi, anft 3 a7 @1 #a Sergyl Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) ..."
e WEISA ¢ 37 I3 W15y
. (ea)
et AESA : iy gAY Ray

... (c@agm)

A& HEGAT : I3 W8T | IE YA U 78l 2l

... (aFFEr)

e ARG ;I3 TR 37T AT R @S B 1Y? 98 Ssy|
... (@)

et waedn ¢ H 9 for =& gl oy W afeu|
... (aFFEr)

et AEGA : 98 WEV| 39 ANy BT I wER # ISy
.. (orTE)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down. Please take your seats.
... (Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing is going on record.

(Interruptions) ... *

* Not recorded.
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Jreel el @ Rebrs # <TEl S @1 gl 39 99 gy
... ()
AL WRSAT : 96 SNV T AFT T WS & M7
. ()
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Yashwant Sinha ji.
... (Interruptions)

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Madam, I have given an
amendment. ... (Interruptions)
e AFIEA @ MY IfSY| 9D a8 39 qd B | | ITD! dAler ST
.. (orTE)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please take your seats. Let us have order in the House.
Shri Yashwant Sinha.

* Not recorded.
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SHRI YASHWANT SINHA (HAZARIBAGH): Madam Speaker, I beg to move,
with your permission, the following motion:

“That despite repeated discussions on price rise in the House, the
burden of price rise on the common man is continuing. Expressing
deep concern over price rise, this House calls upon the Government
to take immediate effective steps to check inflation that will give
relief to the common man.”

Madam Speaker, this House has been forced to discuss the burden imposed
on the common man, on the Aam Aadmi. ... (Interruptions)
it o R area (WAgd) @ RF==1 S, o ST WIT 91} ©, 9% 89 9 § T8 O @
gl ...(@um) 9 JF I3 ©l... (Fag)
st arerde Rt ¢ e RiE o, oivel 4 <Rag |
st gee et (fafeem): Reeer oft, fo= war & € areld| .. (@@agm)
DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Madam, those Members who want to speak
in English may be allowed to speak in English. ... (Interruptions)
it a9tda Rigr @ Asd, 9ENE @ SR 39 9ed H IS I8 IREdl 99l §) O B 99 H
TS & SR fordt 7 feelt fem & siaeia ==t 8 <& 2 E

S AT SO URATd H Pel § 6 U oI © S @l gg, 9 TS, 91 S| ST
IR HEl <@ B T8 el | A S0 IR &1 S IRamE §, S9H I8 9 vl # o gan

2 - “This House calls upon the Government to take immediate effective steps to
check inflation that will give relief to the common man.” I WHR $F IR B! gl
P 91 SR U heH SO I 31 JMeHT BT AT &l AR I I8d Heiif| fren, §
9 91 B THRAT | He1 aedl g {6 I8 Wed dad UP <A WM S 2] B9 AT W

3P A% STUHT a1 RW <, SR B a1 G i | I8 Al Wpel Bl fSde ¥ 9 Bl §l I§ A
P DI eI A & foU T8l 8, I8 W7 WHR & FR 9@ 791 & oY § 6 IR 39
T B AMaTA Al Tt S Gea Y 9 &, WHR I W WA I IR G BRIars w
ST § 0 a1 B YA 5 a1 A BRAT A8 g (b 89 AT I8 g bl | gt s
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184 & I BN B Bl SUD 918 39 W HIGH BN Afb § Mo & {6 59 9d1 & 918
TE B AT 99 A g9l Bl 3R R iaeed 93 H el 1 99 WY WReR I8
gHfegd &Y fF 9878 & FW SN §9 e H Tdl B DI LIS 8 & e, AT
qEs & WX FREgd w0 ¥ FRF0 gr/n S, W dR R OEEE B 98Ty, e
STFIIH |

S W ST & TS| 31 B Hg [ WIS § 3T & Seifl df @HT d a1 T|
Safel TAE # ST A1 STelft| IRT ST 31X 3T oM # iR © Jifds TSl Jgult 3T el
TE W T, SAD! WS B Ot TS| s B & A AP Ths A IeX &1 s gl I8 db b
3T I dTeft diot gerdion Al 783 81 715 &l g4ifery # 59 3men iR fagary & wer a9
A BT YRR HRAT ARl §| HE T ARBR W a9 STl |

AR fage a1 el 7R SRt o9 R &3 o ®reee & 9vfd 9, 99
Ie feamr 2009 § HEMs B IR Th RAS 99 B 99 RAE § 9| et § S¥ ue @1

gl I have a Report of the Standing Committee on Finance of December, 2009. I am

reading from this Report, it says:

“The Ministry of Finance, Department of Economic Affairs, which
is responsible for formulating price policies and management of
inflation at macro level, has obviously failed to intervene timely and
squarely to address this burning issue with due seriousness. In such
a dismal scenario, the Committee cannot but urge the Government to
overcome its inertia and come to grips with a reality of unabated
rise in the prices of essential commodities... ”

The Committee would, therefore, strongly recommend that a
Comprehensive Food Pricing and Management Policy be formulated
not only to provide much needed relief to the common man but also

as an anti-dote for the growing economic imbalances in the country.”

Ie femmr 2000 ¥ fa< @fAfd, S 9 W9g @1 8, I97 om0 RAIE & & € 6
UIfeRil G111 I BRI e Wi Us d-oie uIferRil & 1 galT? S a ATdl dia
S % | 98 PEiiea b Ul Us Avsiie uiferil HEl 87 91 WRBR IS 39 daT A
IR 6 T8 S RUE Ad B Adeed AfRfaat 79 ol 8 S AR § BIg ugar
T, SUHT DI BTN oIdl © AT 8 AT HATCAT § B I, RUIC TR TS AT |
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Hed H U PR o © IR T d1& d8 W Bl ABY H AT SNl & AT X H fdb o 2
(o)

Hed, 49 el © 6 ofel wed # 39 99l B g & ol AR Sierufi srefeme
I HAT S SURAT B S9PT g1 Bl AaIhal el & fh IR | HES Bl TRl b
TR | "fedr {6 &1 ¢ wal 1§l The worst form of taxation on the poor is
price rise because 98 SHH 9 & WHAll FAMAY WA & FIR SAD! AR TG WITTDH
Bl 21 98 9, I8 § qarar gl foa @3 weiey I8 90 21 39 9 & deic # I=M el ©
5 HIRA ARBR BT I TICe <o G 8, T8 B 6 ARG 64 BUR RIS OU, AT AQ Bt
A TS T gl A A UB I WIS IR ARG RS $UY AT| 1T I AT *ffever Y|
‘forfa’ 1 vep RUIS a9 8, S uop geitice oo 21 a8 onfda fawdi = Red &t € ofiR
Rare gt 21 “fopfier &1 el U Rure omit © & fUsel 9 auf #, I a¥ 2008-09 &
ABY Y 2010-11 TP AEME & dold SARI Sl BISH Bles doc &, 8199 8legd &, oM
T B ARG RIS Ul 3 @l fhar| ST 1 Adeld gaTl? SRR Hewls &l 89 Uid
TRIC W Halal [pal Bidl, 9 I8 S FUR YR Tl gsall oIfhd g 3 9 a9t ¥ 376
iR A1 SE FR | 98 20 gl Ib A1 T, @ I8 S A uired B iR o, 9
I e @ AR & Fod SMUd! oid, AN oid 3R TNEl B O F B AR BRI ouAl
31feres @t gorm AT A1 E RIS weuqﬁzrélg

3T G B: ANE HRIS SIAT RGN 2o el IR W8 & 3R & o IS $ual 3
CRT & HIH W 3MUS UTH IMAT| 3T QY ARG YA~ Bl T Uh-Tagls §7FeieM,

TS & Fold 39 S S AN DI, TG BT YIRS ST TS @1 2 ... (J[@UM) 319 37 Hed
5 &1 Sacia W 7 fawar w=d 21 W WA ST [aD! T IR Fel, 984 <l gl T AN
IG ¥ B UESH UFa¥iy ASHT | AR AT q% ¥ AR IS W@ §, B g Pl - WA
fay sfaact oW s99 we- MY Ay e SRed] a9 899 S9! Bis MR T f3am, 3mT
TH IAD] T < & SAdad WA | HH TR Br3T BT ART AT S S« H Al ATl 3 TAd
& IR IR WG @ & T & AN D R H S T H YD U MW7 o7 AR 98d TR
IRET 3Tl 31t YRR SToudie 9@ &1 Uah RUIC o8 &, S9H &l § f6 wRa 3 fisd 20

TS A R R &) 78S @ B IR WNDR O WIET] 6 987 W6l 8, S9d dold Ui
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HRs AT T T B Y T T TR AW SAibeT T R, WRAE Sqemie §6 ¥ 3% e
R BT JBF I S dQ I§ el (& Jid SIS AN 39 Aes S goig 9 &6 @l B
= =rel MY (sgaT)

B SFANIT WT B 910 I W ¢, S TG BT AMHA B B a1 IR R E, e
T8 T BRA © 39 a0 WR [P < AT Teh gAR URTSTgH H Tl TN, AR S H AeAT W1, B
3T Ufiay e+t ufierd & W AR w® E IR WY ¥ WG "o, W9 @ e g, afed
SO IR% SR BEY HeWs WR U T8 U, A1 Dl FE AN BEN, S QRRA
SAATE 9% F el g, A MR o1 AT TR Y & A e, e wet TE |

forT #30 SN, A U S |rel B NI |ael ®, Ry Smu & wad # s fhar el
AT Sa 2 b anfee aderr stidpsi &1 oSk g1 st anfde aderor § wer T g fh o
gicy faaergdl & < B IMEET BT S F9 1 B 20 UfA9d a8, I8 37U+ He
H1 67 UIYd TS W W FRAT 2, WM TR G Bl ¢ 3R 3R WS # M oft 2, @ 39
20 URIe &1 a1 Bed 87 89 HIR & 20 TR B 9ol S, 9 © 20 9iie[ & qd
SIY, J S 20 e AT g e forw 89 @Rt q eried o AT datrs o, 9 o
mn@ﬂéaﬁﬂwm—wﬁﬁeﬁﬁﬁawaﬁﬁﬁaw%lg

# TEAT § I T &3 BORIENT A B Sl 991 A9 HA ©, A @I g, S
a8 IR H o 41 Wi &l [RUfT F T8 81 98 3 AR Riprad & € 6 § a1 @,
# IRIR B TaTS? W U SW I B Y 318 9@ T8 g Rife § S 35 ot T8 +w
Fepal b <91 ST 38 Uierd & A1 R T &, gF S U BT @M A, RN g e g
f I8 S W 8, 1 I & @1 A B

# qga iR & g WA S 9@, a7 3= o 9, sfete & R W @ g't 95 8
I R FerT Ut & 9 FGWT I el dredl g [P AT 39 F&T W, 3o A1 H AT 3
TRAT & IR BT 6 89 <21 4 {69 gbR &1 W ared 8, {69 gbR &1 anfere ey
e 2 H R & wiRe &< € 39 2 &t {6 fasft oft g w e 3 =1fegl orFR g
P ATd FAEMS © A1 G A B T A1feY] § SR SR 9 919 DI Fedl § [P oH A6l
TRy VAT W | Tharwl W fpafern, § 59 ) 1€ § s

TP TRE NG PRI BT RIAR 81 Sefl IR T 1=, R 89 3§90 a8 D1 921 I9141 a1ed

8§, 39 WR ArEHT US| # ggd TRIRAT 31R 3ed | WRDPR W FE YT HRAT ASl g b WA
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& 4% ST 377 UM 81 %8 B, QM 8 W@ 8, S Qi Dl Arel B B, FHF0 e
Il BAR € HAl St T8 T| 98 3PSl & dgd AN ol 98 Hed © b N 99T H 5.8
gfderd W gs, AR qHY H 3173 wlaerd U1 8 W& §l 98 Yo 9 € b sAN wH § HEg
& SR g I8 BT HoR FRIF0 o1 3R T S 9w 39 =0 a1 ger forn g1 Growth

with moderate inflation is acceptable. 3R it TG B 8F AHA DI dTHd @I & AT
T BN, AfhT WA B -1 IR gUfdcael 2 dadl diAd | § by SR ThY Hg-r arad
& fo & O mr & =ifey, I8 diend 7 gl

SIq g 914 ATl B, § As B [P FAT A8 AeH AR &, T U AIBR @R 8, HT
B 39 Q! RS ® W AR 8 A 31 AW 2 f6 8 deER e 2| A A © e
3R BH W9 FreeR 918, WRHR AR YA W TERAT F &4 < 1 Hes DI & 78 &

3y fifad fobanr <1 Gobar 21 9 SU # 9areT| oifbd 9 ddd 98 R g, dfch U4l

<

ol 2 b SRR fSaaafdqe §l UE1 Tl 8 dlg IR T8l [Q’lg § @l ©, e gl
3B DN fHAl BT Well &l Bl &l PR B e T8l 8 Fobdll | 31 I Bl
TRRA el § [P TTHIeE & QI-AIY U gENl BAIRET B, O ST expectation
®HEd 2| 3T 31T 9 | 39 FFIe expectation B 3R 9@l 8 &1 U HAT S T,
fasr #= St e, ASTH RN & IuTeAeT B, HAT Hed &, B al el d1G bed © (b I
a T8 § BH HEs W dald B ol 3R R 3 9819 & q1€ ded 2 P st |1 g A
wmwa@aaﬂaﬁg
Sl gATBIER &, 9 Wrad § 6 &1 7EM @l diged id T g SR s S
AT AR DI G| AR JEAT S 7 B8 a1 § 6 3@ Q1 7SN ad Hews R o
el S |
HEIGAT, AT 9 e W Ho¥ W1 =@My & & 78 4 89 Hegs b SR A
SRR URAT 3R Hdl A ABR HeA oM g DXl You should have done it yesterday,

but please do it from tomorrow. ifdh MR HEMs B FEFT § o & forg I8 <@
T % HEmE geT @ BRU A g, 9l A1 o 99 BRUN Bl R wRe 7@ B R
P Thd Bl
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31§ U HRYI HE Ml &, IWRBI & Sl gd Igyfal & Sifol. ey, g2, v 1 Par
3R T8 AN <o WY y=frd 8 R 6 N WA SUTEl @1 ke § g/ioy HeE s 96 Y| A
Gl IF § SAMELL.... W @ & SATET| 379 A9 <Ry, § $e-I=q & a1 IR @ § [P Vb IR® 8q
AT FRA B, AT HN T AEeT T8t 96 g T T B A & g, fwe ant § qm@
IR R © 3R 3ffps M Tad © [ I b1 Repre g€ A1 21 AT 89 240 fHferaT e
SUET & HbS W Ugd T €, TR HIU 8 W6l ] 8, U DI arel {1 SR TG ® S H§
IE INfIds wd BRI oM | SWH Ud ofidel © f& Per Capita Availability of
Foodgrains and Pulses, 314 39 Sorer <& A1 U & gadil 3aral & dmave wR-biuel
TS I DI AT B T8l g5 ©, I8 W Il & § dfed AT § el T 4 20

AT Ugel &l Per capita per day availability is 400 grams (+ five per cent). # 3mqa®
& TS Ia1 BT §| 918 98 d1ad 81, g Bl AT AICT IS 8, TP § A g © 6 59
ATl SRR bt & iR & foha dar foean 21 ey S ffers e Surer € 991 aR @
g, @ Ua1 981 ox W 21 gAY Ml W aTe SRHE HEl W STAT? 39 o¥ & fhaml &
3feR I8 WY © b g Q¥ Bl SMarel 1 Raell e, a9 MY ST At A Heg PR <

A TR Sfipel <@l fh R WRBR WRIR HH TR & 8, T WHR & A&l 5
TS HH B AT 87 a9 2007-2008 ¥ MU 40 FfeR™ e oMol WadR fHa1l a9 2008-
2009 ¥ 3MUY 57.7 ffera e oM WaIR AT 3R 99 2009-2010 # 3MU+ 57.2 fHfer
T TS ATRIR f&w”www%ﬁ%‘é’f%‘lﬂﬂﬁ%@

fpT ST 3T § W&T & 3R 3myd Medt # 3 9% gl gl Is it 66 million

tonnes, Mr. Agriculture Minister? No, you do not deal with that any more. ¥0g 66
farferas <, s 67 ffera=
THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE): It is 65.5

million tonnes.

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA : 65.5 million tonnes is the quantity of grain lying in

Government godowns. ¢ B HRI$ S TS ARGR & QM H 31T g1 2l # 3y
MH | UST 37 W W DI IR @ &l ... (Interruptions)

Madam, the Economic Survey 2010-2011 has this to say, and I am quoting:
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“... Clearly, given that the last fiscal year was one of high foodgrain
price inflation, we would have expected lower than usual
procurement and a larger offloading of stored grains... ”

IE TR & fh 3R B T7FI9M o1, a1 BH MRRAC BT 31N ofToR % <h BTl

“... But neither of these happened. Evidently, there is ample scope
for improvement in our strategy of foodgrain release. The current
practice has some systemic flaws... ”

Now, [ am coming to the crux of the matter. § $¥® IR W AT

“... Trying to ensure that the procured food is not released at a price

which inflicts too large a loss on Government, we have often priced
it so high that there were no buyers. Not releasing foodgrain defeats
the purpose of bringing down market prices... ”

JAMUBT SID Id 2 b MUy Fad ga S W& 5 B Wer 78 21 3T 59
WIH DI I PR Fhd 9, to bring down prices a8 AT gAY & 5T b ST WD
TTel | AT FR SMY, I &I YW W1 Y, A AR bTel T8l deT a1y, aife fx
ff TP =IeT 96 @ 2

Madam, I am quoting the actual figures. The Government’s fiscal deficit was Rs.

1,27,000 crore in 2007-2008. T% TR 27 BIR HRI€ WRDHR BT (BN €IS AT| 31Tl

ATl ¥ 2008-09 H AT 9 BN 3 @G 37 BOIR s vu¥ &l a1l Rs. 3,37,000 crore was
the Government’s fiscal deficit in 2008-2009; in 2009-2010, it was Rs. 4,18,000
crore; and it continues. I think that in this Budget the Finance Minister had
projected a figure of Rs. 4,13,000 crore to which he has added Rs. 9,000 crore in
terms of additional cash outhEsterday, through the supplementary demands.

RGN =Tl S T |aT g RIS U T, 98 dad 9ad 4 g B By Bl
IR $x AT 3R Th & ATd § MU 2 oG HRIS BT AR ST WRBRI g1 F ghAE! d
o fhar iR oue Q91 &1 FHeT {6 I8 el 21 3 Scdtgadd dad 39 Hhisfag o
e & folT 9 S SRS, Telldel $isd gl o1l difh a9 e & foy s
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AT =TeT J@T, S9! MY A oY [ a8 Wl & qah! g A1 o | 8 ARBR A
39 RIS Ol dpe I Saxe & oy Sury fhy | {9 g1e &1 &° &) &1 fhan, o
. 7 fHA1l o M TEquT Bada diferl R Fd 6 iR S w4 aN), f$His
JET | BN ARHR -1 AN AT TR & =TT qell, WA AR 9 iR Wl e
A1 feran|

39 § U WEE Y bl @ drEdl g b g Al & wHd H [
iFAfAferdl &ifh aoic Aoric Tae U gall fh AR °1e &l 3o § &4 @ syl 4
JUT-g9 B IR BN [ IV ARBR M B dla IS9P ANy fhar| giferamdie &1
FIA T 3R AREE T & 918 I W A A1 Yo [Harl 99 78 o 5 S W=y
ST 2, I[HT MU I TR TG 3R hiehed SfHRIE DI I IR & U aATgd |
31 oY ¥ Ve $8 8 €, I8 9 QM oRd RIS JUY BT 91el 9@l ATl 98 S
VA=Y UhTSC H IR 3R JAUHT Sl Xd=Y °IeT 8, I8 AU [hade °@1¢ &1 75.2 Hlrerd

2008-2009 H B T 3R 80.7 Wferd 2009-2010 # & 1| Now, the Finance Minister

is struggling to bring it down. S g9ic # S8 72.5 Hferd &ar Bl
31d H e Regd a1d ATIA HeAT dredl gl 39H DIg Il 8 & SRR Tal ©l

T W WHR & [ 73 & AR ‘We are not people with even average
intelligence’. ... (aem)

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI (VARANASI): It was about me and not
anybody else.

st Ferga Rrer @ JfhT & TS Scofioig &1 fdd SadT © b SadT e 8 &b
ATaIHA el © 6 g URIUISeR Sl Bdl © 9% Sfdisided Bl gl I Icdred el
Ted ©l Hiica TaqufeeR Sl BIAT 8, SUY SdIeT d6dl ol 31T 3R WHed H ddd X0
TRIUSAR derT, a1 WifeR 2 fh S99 Sred 78l 91l 319 dis W aufdd I8 | aahdr o
3R DT AT A1y o1 {6 3R a1 SATaT U1 89 ANl O Ugdl 32 ©  SAD! il A
SRS B, IFHT HIC BT B oY AP PV Had IoM AMMSY| I 8H SdveHT Bl THIC
DA AMMRY D [ed Ue AGIS Wregd 8l 3d IqQ 54 A9 B YT 81 qebal 8| Blelifh
Jg W # el 91 § 6 98 S &1 g PRIS BUAT ARBR A AU HIC P N, I8 A9




03.08.2011 76

T RE H B T P & AR PAS 39T IR AEMS B AR S =<Id Al bl o |
T T8 g (P WD WO H S AT Afbd 98 TR, U, Reqaari iR
TMERERI & I Tl ga%eHe 81 BrN iR fedfe qeift @1 e gl #gms aeih &
M| ITH F@T T ST FHA| W ST Aegfg B AfGd W 39 9@ DI oGS
GWQTHL..(EE)

qr oo E o SR e ddelit B A R, W ddelit @l 91d I8 ®
9 IE I @1 A, HEAs o)A A1 R AN, T [afden 2 9, 99 9wy SR 1 Ridifese,
IR-9R oIa, SIodd, BRINTA 3Nfe & T a1 QA | 319 MY Hedl fh oMy ff et | &, 84
W qaId ¥, IfhT oY IR 98I & HEMs & AThs SSIBY o ooy 3R U< 99 &
TS @ oS Wl SSTHY <@ oYl SI9 3T ofFft &1 A1 T ST SH ol Slel &1 B
HA? AfBT M T B STl HEMS DI IATT RN g ot 3R I|H MU Ugfel 3R ol
SRR S R wed! fanl WE 1, fed &1 9@, # uel $Hdl UE FHeMl gardr g #
T #31 Sit 1 S9! Ferl g aredl g, Hife a8 ga1d osd ol fad #3A1 St 2004 H S
gATg O A1 H U HRSICUAT H gH I8 o1l g9 W el germedl | 9, 89 <u & faqw WA
I, TR IS WIS BU off, SR ST HO St @ WIS Buh Bl § FARERT # T-Ta g
@l o1 f& g1 dre <, dic STl HeH, 9T AT Sl © b U gR-aRTSl Wi H U Afderr |
g AHT 3R I Fel & 91g fedt & I & I a1 oY 9gd 91 A1 g 39 T g
T gg b F8l doar g9 fheaa Sfhliie, wal sfhlire, femm Sfhiie a=d =/d &, 39
P =TS g b 3R S K IAN A1 1 AR BTl g3fl, &1 8Tl JRI 81 .. (dg)
TS A WS 2 U A A1 gAE T8l dsd 2
T Rieet @ S 81 s € 9 gl §, Sl dsd 8, § Sl a1 e %@l gl

e g oroelt RrereRal | g o foran, WReR $8 T8 it a1 R S o,
AT JRAIATS HUN? TTFAIIE A oASd Bl IR RTHERY MU ARIE B BY R S of | 5
3MMYeh! HeH JOMI & Al JREIBME & U Yeb & AT urferdl i~ & qal | 3@ a8
U B NI T, FY O T 2| A, 2010 W 3@ TH SIRERAE 7 79 IR .. (r@gH)
Sad S T g B [HAT B 11 IR IARAIBIS 7 $SRE YT Q11 ©, 425 IR @ige I



aruna
fd by z




03.08.2011 77

4.25 TRET S o, IFA YT 98 AT 3R TGI-TGI MM IABI TSN AT T, IHDT Aol

g B3N b war HAT S o9 Bl S NN & 9gd eIl 8o dxd ¥, Ig faow gfean
WO W ge /3 Sft @1 el § 3R IR forkar gam © ‘A1 Sifthe=a’ | I8 # T8l &8 I g,
g faomg Sfear o W@ € iR 9ud W) W 91d I8 §, ¥ Uy oE el o7 fh saawed
T B @ g, gafey deeRE T8 BN SR ¥ Ifie ¥l S8 & dad] # i W@ 2
Ifp 81 T ReT ® Sfed g’ # S fon § ears sfedn, doeH dcs’| WRd & e
IR PRUNSH &, SP! BT S © AR TAH PV 3PS &, o Hel T 2 6 fUsd av
2010-2011 ¥ 44 faferas sred lezﬁdalwf&ui#éﬂiﬁwsﬂﬁwmlg

13.00 hrs.
BAR ¢ & 3R foha=r omar? ara 27 fafora STer & Tl 3@ <91 &1 S <9

H g% TR IR @ 2| S BT SR T g7 B AR o O @ 2| B g A gRh
HAC, TS BH 9 a1 B dhell® 8l & © b 9% § gave el Bl @ 2l < b g9 b
SREHT IR B @ T 319 AW 39 W IR $IY| R $8 RGN oM @ SRed ws,
Al ST fASTTSeIe &1 I8 Addd -l [P <o TG § M WIar 7 IR R g ;0
® TR Y| IE B4 VIdedd 8l ¢l 3T &R q9I U Jel U o o (b I8 WAl 8, I8

Ueiier 21 99 $B b 8 WY, PR I8 Hed Sl ol Y| DI A1 HeH? UHhSIAg S
AT | THSIRME S A<l M A BAR A&t FHY HT SR il g4 2 @ 7, I8 a1 &b
SGN, FHAd T O 9¥ I8 Y WlAs F iR §g S, Rife I8 i) atere
SITSITYT| # 3T 39 I T HIIGT IOTHY WRHR DI AAMEH AT ATEdT gl PRSI HT G619
2 fr I # THSIeTE Y| SN AW & W Ad S[fBU| B B gSH drell T8 gl WX U
I TS g, Jfhd 3mddT iR AfRIRT B g F oreayT 7 fb diqEe S dvenett |
B BIC-BIC GHIMERI, ATl [HAM B gqiq B (AT Y IF b § 7d Uiy | 34} Bred
A g i St qua U | # emen oA € B 9 ST PIS aRer aR & g Sy '
5 &1 Rea @relll § IMa § 6 IRAR @1 Wife@ime & A o & Siewd 8l ol #
e B AT AR T 6 T UF QY FaHTe R BT SRRae $RReHT 51 TR @R
TAhd Bl Ig SID ATPR &F H Il | TP ST 39 Ued & AT A WK R fagsh
el 1 U H-ST ST A1fey 6 WRA S9D! WIHR T8 S| 399 O BRIal T8l er|
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HTeT 8 °1el B, 9T BNl g3 A1E © {6 AT 2005 H T@ A TGl 89 WHR I qIER

BU, 99 |HY S AT W S 7 wer A1 {6 I8 Al WER "D b gl ol Sl argar
PHRIGR Bl 8, I D ol B 9¢ 81 &1 I8 ¥ 2005 B 1A 8, AT T 2011 8, I4
919 Bl BE AT & TV &1 3R el BRIER & doid BIAd 96 W@l & al dhel BRIGR B

MY §¢ AT 8 DR <d &l 8 SIS IS Hel Sidl & b 3T BN B Y | IR 84 B B ¢

9 then we were managing an economy of surpluses. Sid ¥4 $© a1 Tal AT, IAD
forg & Ay a8 off| o9 wE o WAES H § @ gAY N M| SR AMUBT MHeT §
5 arIQT FRER & Fold G 96 @ & for God’s sake, go ahead and abolish it; for
God’s sake, go ahead and stop it, we will support you. @ifd e dgad o 4 $©
TEl BN & 31U IE T A, 3N HIATIRS R H IAD! 997 a1 A1 89 A1 A1 e W
1Y G PR 93 W [ T a1 xA? .. (Fau)

ﬁw,ﬁwm%ﬁw@nww%,?ﬁw%?vﬁévﬁmlg
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Sq BS U 96 8T AT AR 89 Al By 8 A b €, 3R el SHITH, DR SHAT,
2SclgT SWITH 3MMfe IS Wa I9T 3BT el V81 & I HY WX S AR Al o el Al
fop Sele ™ SR & T I 8, SHle ofefel 1 gaet &_ar gl A [P B STl a6
E T A b Al B dEal 7 W ghg B, SH e R, Al s am § T8 @

warl Laterally, food inflation has now affected fuels; it has affected manufacturing

sector. PR BH U Al & fod & Udhs 1 98 GF e SHvH ol 3usd U de I9e
fafora e oot 81 e g4t |ed H, a7 w3t St 1 A 8, U <l dleld g A del
o1, 9¥ 2002-2003 H SI§ # S H 7 FAGT BISHR Tl AT AT AR FAN THTT Pt
Sadd fag oft fas @30 a9 A1 99 el W BT qed wAGR gl vl A7l Repiss B,
AEIE], S ¥ B AMYA B I RBS BR W €, <« H AN g9 Gl Bl T8 uST o,
o a9 2002 H TSl ATl AW Hibs IoTbR <@ ool g Arm 74 @ fhar? The

situation would have gone out of hand like today it has gone out of hand. 84 @
D U W S AHY 65 M e SIS o7l S 65 M ST SFIST BT BH AN A @
SRINT 5], g9 IS 3 ATl Y& DI 3T Hs ARIRS B a1 IR 1B &l a1 T
el Mg 3R T w0y fhell @@ @1 89 a¥ 2002 # ey dxad W &l 30 B RAagRa
AraTSS BRI Bl TS MY Al I8 B 918 Ped © [P Pe AR R ¥ 2002 B B
W g 99, b 2| TN ST 3T ASHT Yo B, YUl 3 Ao Yo B, ufedtd
ST R &1 el ga-gokd B B DIRE B R Isdi § g@r 1 o1, I
IR B 3 MM A W g 3R A@act 89 alll < A@lls (ATl B BR a9 YU &
foq @ral e A W Al 1 S Al B fenl g A €1 &.u9.RE I8 99 21 S AR
BT 3 SIS U # 95 T UST A1, IW GHY I q1g AT St a8 & gt A1 I o
A Al Al ST AT 89 ANl 3 g9 Bl foa1 6 ps ®R g6 Wum g B |
SAAT & T8 B9 A A fofaRell SRR TE™ H W g IR Aad Held B Sude BRI,
Aibe H 3T gganelll g ANl A " # a1 M Refie B f& av¥ 2002-03 @1 ve
3T Sl ATYSD 3T [d & Jarfae it was only 3.4 per cent. < &I ST BT H2GH
A TEl gt o6 <@ A S g1 @1 TSl & O § e DY a1 BR @ AT Al AR 7 Fgd
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FE R A fF IE I | 7, T9d ¥ W 2] FH I A ATed W @A T, A9 SRIEART H
UG © [ WRPR B U HUSRU & AT T8l | W R Gl H A ISl 8, DEl ASD
& fFIN Gol § oMo TST 8, N1 e T 2 3R I F 3 arex o 8T 2

HBIGAT, TS qTER [Mhaddr |$ 81 &l JiH PIC IS WDR B AT PR @
lfpe BH TG BT ST TE | BH TR DI SN FAT AS <P MY IS AR | 3R

3mueRT eid 65.5 fAfaT e 8, over the next two months, you bring it down to 40
million tonnes. 3T 25 fAfeRM T 3T a9k # AR &R SR 6 &HF FHiAd T T8
Bl 1 Ueh ST 3R AT B U WISaRM, TS U HISHd D Su” (=07 uran a1 e
T 3IHA T, § IS IR W HEI 6 ITHT AR GO Aol & HR TS, U A9 HH
suusﬁ?u%daﬁﬂsdWIWW@W%?%%%&WR%%%W{WIE

S {5 g@R BT € 1 98.6 ¥ BIAT 8, <lfde PIs by b 200 AHA & AT 100
A € A1 I8 91 Adeld gar? SRR o' %8 § = Amal [ would say reject ‘new

normal’. There is no ‘new normal’. This country will not accept inflation of more
than 3 per cent. I am not even referring to that.
3T H # R SHFIHD Ad DI RGO &1 gl # dIe IR @ g

“For India to develop faster and do better as an economy, it is,
therefore, important to foster the culture of honesty and
trustworthiness.”

AT DT SHHMHD Ad 8, A 8l 2l ... (Fau) MR Ig Hal T & shHd wd §1 [ am
quoting again:

“So, once you recognize that honesty, integrity and trustworthiness

are not just good moral qualities in themselves but qualities which

when imbibed by a society lead to economic progress and human

development. People will have a tendency to acquire this quality

and should build a more tolerant and progressive society.”
Where is trustworthiness? Where is integrity? Where is honesty? iR siifey #
3T AT DI 3 HRAT ATSAT B AT QART TRDR H 3MY AT A MEHT & T/ W MY, 3T
ol T8 B! ST FHET - HIIF BT 8, AW A D | ... (FIGF) 3@ I B AR RIS

B Sl I IMEHT B O Y §, ST H el - JRER & U T, AHRIR & U
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T, SHER & U™ 1, ek & 9 11, Reaaq@R & Uy -7 R JAUD] T§ WRBR
I ANl & oy Tt & 87 FIT AT ol Y A AEHT PI? R T8I § IKER TR HOR
fRizo T8l @ @ T 99 T Gl [ 98 A1 dIeC §, SADI PIg Ual T8l onT, U
ARAT SQ | g9 HF Spda [ off aR-aR 937 38 8 ¥ 6 M &1 [eh TR A
3ol A B R, IS @l B W@ A b AN JBR B WBIRT MY Yel F g ©, 8

|9 U1 1 @ § @l @1l And Madam, corruption will only lead to conspicuous

consumption. @RWH &I TAT ART FHEl @d HAT - conspicuous consumption &R, 3R

@ conspicuous consumption M as a result of this corruption, you cannot control

prices. 9oy R # ®Ror fAG, 9 Q- # ofd § N A [F geER @
HES b WY WaW g1 RO © SR S W 3R 1Y =01 Tl b- qrgdr a1 S o sferar

I 7 AT He DI Hal A7 - “For God’s sake go. For God’s sake, in the name of

God, go.” I ¥ dared =&l a3, Go, Go.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Motion moved:

“That despite repeated discussions on price rise in the House, the
burden of price rise on the common man is continuing. Expressing
deep concern over price rise, this House calls upon the Government
to take immediate effective steps to check inflation that will give
relief to the common man. ”

Hon. Members, Shri Basudeb Acharia and Shri Gurudas Dasgupta have
tabled notices of amendments to the Motion moved by Shri Yashwant Sinha.
Shri Basudeb Achaira — Not present.

Shri Gurudas Dasgupta, are you moving your amendment?

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (GHATAL): I beg to move:
In the motion,-
after the words “in the House’

add “and Government’s failure to curb the food price inﬂation”.E


Rep133_3
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fafdy sfiv = #=it qen sreviEd & WAt (3f Werm @eile): aredel Weledl, # SfUdh agd
3 € b armue gaR fagr i it aerdd Riwer, S {6 soiRiam & |idg ¢

MADAM SPEAKER: Would you like to continue after lunch?

SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED: Yes, Madam.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 1415 hours.

13.15 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned for Lunch till Fifteen Minutes
past Fourteen of the Clock.
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14.15 hrs.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after lunch at Fifteen Minutes
past Fourteen of the Clock

(Mr. Deputy- Speaker in the Chair)

MOTION RE: EXPRESSING DEEP CONCERN OVER PRICE RISE,
AND CALLING UPON GOVERNMENT TO TAKE IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE STEPS TO CHECK INFLATION,

GIVING RELIEF TO COMMON MAN - Contd.

fafy sk = w3 qen scuEd FR WAl (sft Wemm Weile): A Sutedd wWeled, H
3MMqehT AT g b T g3 IE s fear| gar fagr wmefl 57 aerda R St somdarT 4
R PR QX S/ D AR WS H Ugd IR IS AP W o7 DI JAN [HATI H IH1, 4¥
{HE BT AR T FERATY S q8i IS 8, ITh1 AR g 6 a1 HAeayul 9T R 99 ugd
' 989 B AR off, I 989 W AN ¥ AN IR §UI 39 989 B MW g & forg
AT AREd AT St 7 g1 Hew@qul 91 ! 81 § Weyded a8 W e aedl g [ H gl
TRE W ITD! d BT GHAT T B Fhal 3R S g@ I U9 By § g @ faviy
DA TS 8T 2] 99D Wl BRUT &, § I8 WL IR <l gl

H S 91 YH B [P TS IRIIG SR TSI MM & A BH AT I8 9 o fH BH
AR I ANIGEA T 81T, 9gd Hewqul ANTaM & aerea ==l &1 Ao 3 @ &l g9ty
# I & HEBR AU a1 Y BRal g (b-

qr 3T o9 § ga=T al gAY <,
for formit # el 7 <

& I IHIE off f Rl @ AR | g9 W $B ANIGYH W Bl We &1 fawy
& 1o U wmae T8 81 uran| gAfery St Y31 U8 heql US Vel § b § wwewr o {6 sw |
DI Sl A T BN, SHH A€ qHS H AT fb < BT U Heaqui fawy 2l
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9 v &1 o) &9 39 998 § 991 IR T §, S 498 W T e 998 ©
qER Y S IZ 2| 37 HH | HH 8F 39 910 BT &9 § @ 6 & A 7 g aa o
Fel 2 6 89 I8l o Mg o € I9dT Hed 7@l gl S Uy areR forn ran 8, S
ST w8 2| g UdT Tl 2 fF 9GS S U UF W aR g 5, o ag foran
T 2 6 89 Il ooy H =@l B @ q1g S W AU A, SHET Bl TEd ol sl A
fauer @ a1 e s 5 g8 o IoFifde aReT § srge-araet 9 t@d g1 )
chRE 1 B 5 Bl TR W B 21 P g W Bl 8, Bl BF 9% @R Bly IR
T T YA R | SAH 89 Ahal H1 B © oIl Sl 37 AT 89! ATl TS
5 amat I8t 91 sy e, a8 spY &9 & BF ¥ <¥ P A8 Ao ¥ § 6 T U
ot a8l s W | Fg Wt forr € S iRl 86 U Wk T el b -

Gl DI PR oIs Sl [P & dhaR I U8
GaT g ¥ G YO a1 I IS0 H T 87

T8 IO 59 <« D FeW H IS R BH AN JF BN AR T8 IS q9 T BN TG 8 AR AU
I I MU TE YO 6 MReR 39 I &1 R s 27 I far s Sah & € R
BAN fquer & |9 Wil &1 8 R Wed Bl 8 b 8RN < & & Af, & <l W gaT
I HT G919 TS @ ©l 39b IROR WA B W B, 99l 8 B 5l 39 W e sigw
ST 1Y, B9 el o UT % © Al SRax VT i 81 &1 27 39 UR TSI fiRar I iR s
TR 2ATS] A6 FET A WA Bl AIHAl & 89 ARY 3R TARY Y, IqA B BME el
T qTeT| S QT A TG § B M 39 9¥ # R R &1 Al g9h] BRAl IS @l ©
SR # AMAT § 3R 39 IR ¥ Wa A © b BA 99 ARAT BT qETl 980 qHIIEN,
TGS ® A1 A1 2| gt Heed | gwel 9s foen fowrs 6 S fawe | el 9@ asas
%ﬁﬁﬁ?@gﬁ@%@ﬁﬁé@ﬁﬁﬁﬁamﬁég

®Hel A T IHRBT b AU 59 YA H G o b HH A HH 3WReT &1 ¥ favg
& A S BIg-RI BSAforel &, S IR Pol AdIerdl oM 7 & S| U1 <91, ST 3Ry
Dl G fagr wear o, SiRI BT WA fhar HRar o, A 3 9@l R R T 8 9IR, 9@
IR S R R T 8 9N, 396 fofw Al 9% U ISt = @1 9wy gl s © fava @t
3efeyaRer WR Y =il &1 diadd BT Sl 8, g4dfoy # Jg 79 e &= <rear g & &4
FT T 37T Wt I8 <8 W@ ¢ % oo fawg &) sreferawen # iR ot & i\ a9 ugel @l
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faeq sreferawen § 1 R AT Tl 315 I8 WG T8 © P 89 o U 4 /dhdl $B il
39, fTepT gWTa FEl fpefl iR o%1 W T 211 3 I8 W™id T8l © [ g9 A S HAifei
3TTTS ST <& & a7 3R #, et smRasr § S iftrat s o & € 39 Ao &1 s
I8l 7 B

1, 3T 81, gBa &1 A1 e a1 &, 37 99 H 6 Wi e} 20 U 9% geRere
DT GHHTG TSl <@+ b1 et Je1 81 v el € b a8l | S8 Usb & Sa1e et Sl e
U, BR SR H S-Sl BRUT Bl |ehd & 3MR STb! -7 JIAFBAA Bl ToR A
QT S Gobhdl 8, Afp T I8 2, aRdfddhdl I & b oo g5 st ImEeT &A1 uel 8
IRBA AT IR W E, S H AT o R A iR R w2 s v & f5 o
el <o € 4. & 98 W I IR ARed 8§ ©, Safh Sl erie a ufie
BT AT, AT U 3R WY 980 AR A T 9 6, o8l 9 AN Tl W AP T8l a7 a1
® T I o o ok g ' o o ek 2| It fasa 39 9a @t ® fF S
U PAMT BT b R (R Fge BT © AR WSl BAT §l 3R WP H R I AT
fhue B &1 WA € 1 99 f3AiS fhue & & foly Sl A diferdl &1 o fawg #
3R <@ W A& B, H FHsIe g 6 S VAT AT €, 98 Wedrs ol Al B Bl AR T8
gl

SUTEET HEIGY, § S AUD] ALY IAMT AT o Sl TAGATSORA B a1 Bl ©
3R TeAlgergore W 89 39 <¥ H I8 vl of ga © {6 S favg syaven 8, S9A 89 el
TE B Fad| 9gd T I 9 7 g N fRar on 5 aw fiww @Ewen ¥ s 8
S A3 § AN Bl oM & fU g9 A9 1wl b, drace g9 6 ST W faw
IR # g wfrdiiar gt ®, wfdgfedn wedt g1 7w @ @ @ /e vl 6 g o9 dd
faeq &1 srefergenr § U YD TE SIS, BF T AU FAIgd W el dcl Febd | gfely
BH W1 99 U B B9 W © 3iR U & B9 H U9 a¥F U e AT 99 7 8, I8 MU Bw
[ BT o 8 3R 37T faeg 1 0w AE 2 P 59 |a ue € M H A A 8 o, gfery
T W9 T-3TT IET Pl HHT Y W 31R STt T GER Pl WA § Fdhdl 8, 89 U X
BT AN AT & I & | ! 7 Aol aes SHHMT H8l off & gl S HiHeld aes
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SHFAE # HE B U WIGA], U ARy, U WAIRAN iR St werfiradratt @
GRfa @ 21 § Jee g 5 99-99Y W 39 99 R ANE I91 g3 Bl

B UE SHd © fb e S #, Ik shiE § oe o favi forn S, 9
R H R 0T a0 WeR T8 o Fad| 9IRGB U UgA 8, WRA &1 70 AR §
3R HRT B TN A 7 3R S AR B A T 7, 98 UK B A9 I8 2 5 o 8w
g, o8t W B ARBR BT 3R BH WT B QX G AT B 98 AR &F U, STl g
I8 A B 6 ARPR BT 98] sWe HH A HH B AMMBY| B DI SHE 3N W[l Bl
aﬁé‘l‘cﬁ%“%

SSUST WWYeleR F1M Bl a1 Bkl 8 3R H S WIhR HAT § b g9 Sl IRrergH
fRrre frar g Riger godd Rt St 7 anft Scorw fhan, SO Resa Re § o8 o W
S AT e gl S R B, 99 Ffedi %8 T €, S99 (Al Bl B IAIHT ITAR R B
ol S 38 &l SR 39 89 Tl W A& oM & a1d &R 8 8, a1 R sudes
P S ATIH I BAR 9 H HUCIYA AGRT B 3R Ygg B DI a1d B S @l &, IADBT
N 980 R Tb IWE TS| & B VD 3R IE 91 Bl § [P I9R § $B ge @, a9R A
S ST 3709 UICRiel Bl f$¥hear BT AEd §, 98 AU UICRid Bl [$whar Br| a8l 8q
Ig Wl 9d 2 6 drai-axrel areft U9 €, S IR § @S BIaR 3 doldd W EIaT T8 Y
FHd| @l 98 W&l e B qhd, g8 SABT B AHDBR ITD! FSAN oAl AR Bol
ST 8l TS PR § P B 3 I W T BN © b AT AT U GRa¥T bie, o
HETH] Ml AWM WHIH 2, S BRI TeFd IRl 5o e 8, O g4 :geh 2o $9URd
T T, AT B NIRRT BT U 9gd AUl YATd 89 AU A o O 2 8, Sfaxl
3ITATA ATST 8, VgC ¢ U &, Sigl & ded Bl 39 o¥ d :ged Ren ¢ 9, I 9™

IR gAfoy ¥9a gt € 6 g A &1 Ut e dAlsd a9rn, Ao Wiy @

FSRETS WA BT Uk Hisd I911, THbedRal MY BT Udh Hred 9101, T HROUG 37
& T8 g U © 5 7 A9 AN BT B ATABR ST I WY WSl BRI Bl W AT
IR Fhd gl Fears I8 T 6 Id et &1 Al W G T AR Had T SR TN
W PR Bl © % Sl ) gy Tl AT 89 I® W 9§, el Jsl Sfhiie
Sl % IR H § ST §, 98 98 (A8 ©, BIgd Waek & WAl © AR I AW B 9 I
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& favarr € & o'l R oefl s Rufén wgaven d fhada iR Y=g Sfbfie § &l
UHTSICT & ST &, S Aa 31y Wl Po faar el g1 Ared & & faa d=re 4 s
R TR AT P a9 W I @ © [P T R GRIAT Bl SMAYIRAT B, offh SR gHA
ferger & oy fhade SfhRie o1 8l 9g+ faar i, R g7 fhadd Shiie R ael
R AB T < B, A fBR IFSWIrade -8l dadTl &1 I8 3r<sl adl fb 1 JovR &
EAR ST B - 9, offeh ISR WH B ST 3R 471 I9MR & H HHd ) Y IoiR
H @S BIR AU oy BIg Ao WIS DI &l SAN MM ANRS H 7 Bl AT I§ I8a) BIal
% 3R T B & W & T T HH DI 9¢, Al B FHl 7 Fal 98 FAN IR qD
S Al BT 419 8, 98 BH A BH 8l R 8 A9 ¥Rl SWIIHC RS WhiH & J1eH
I T e AT B IR A1 fet? AT I9MIR ® S dedl df /T BidT? IoNR B
{1 B Il A1 HH A HH U P 89 ST § Fobd ol BAT AT 3R :gch $3ARA
&, @ gafoy &, 78 9 a9 € 5 are wfoed 1 g TRe @R B wm W w@d 2 g
<Ifeps Wb AT 3R HE UAT @Y BIAT 8, A1 9% g W W sl §l W A IATEH I
MU dfer & T A, <Ifh gor AfdRIST & 31T 1ae MUeT SRR U <1 &1, a1 dfea
G T ¥ 3R dfd wEar € @) v o § 5 9w aRemd &9 B 87 gafery & el
g 5 @™ &) aven ff 8 iR T #F awen W g BN 989 "E@y SR 9gd UdeN
ORI T, T HEl 7 FHel Aol 8, 8 SMd & SR B9 39 W A Ifecd & ey
Py €1 $HP! B YA B} © U9y by &1 g SHIe © 6 ST o Ierda Ryt Sff
3R S QIR 1 84 g7 IR H BIs Gd 78l QU &, a1 31 Y fawary iR I &
T BHDT I8 AW a1 O [ 37 WHIRT &1 Jaer 4 89 R A1 el Syaie o
Fb| H TP a1 A A A B S8l W HIHG! B a1 gA 2, g8f pel 7 el Al A
PO T PV AR BH AW WADPR <%, B TIADR Yl A Pel 7 DEl 84 PO 7 PO A
wﬁﬁmﬁ%l@
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IE 919 e 2 fF AR S WMy v 2010 U9 a¥ 2011 ¥ 8.5 wlwerd W& g1 BN
THAUIC 9@ | BN B UACH d¢ ol BRI S Bl Aol WIS9 S © Sl S 2011 H
9.44 vferd © a8 fisa af S # 10.25 Ufed ol &9 § HF I§ A AW g fF S
Uoe ATe o S 31F BH Bl S B AR BRI WY 39 THidpear o % 0.4 TRC o1
T8 3T 6.6 TRNIC Bl TS BT WY Sigl 8 TS AT I8 3 7.9 TN | Ig SR AT HH
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DR. KAKOLI GHOSH DASTIDAR (BARASAT): I stand here on behalf of All
India Trimool Congress to express my deep concern over the plight of the great
people of this great nation, India. These great people of our country, whether they
belong to the middle-class, lower middle-class, BPL families or minority
communities or belong to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other
Backward Classes - our nation having so many diverse ethnic and linguistic
groups — today stand in unison and they suffer because the food price rise is
affecting them all. As the poet has said, “In this country there is Bibidher Majhe
Dekho Milano Mohan” . Today, all these people cry together and request the
Government to take positive steps so that they get two proper square meals a day.
And, thus I stand here showing deep concern over their present status.

I also wish to convey to this hon. House the deepest concern expressed by
another hon. Member of this House, Kumari Mamata Banerjee, who is now the
Chief Minister of West Bengal. In trying to address her concern she has done
away with taxes worth Rs.75 crore because she thought that the burden on the
poor people was too much when the price of the fuel was raised further. She took
it upon herself to give some relief to the people of the cash-strapped State of West
Bengal and she was followed by other States as WGH.E

Today, if we want to discuss price rise issue over a cup of tea, it would be
very difficult because in the last one year, the rise in price of loose tea per hundred
grams has risen by 38 per cent; the sugar that goes with it has risen by 102 per
cent, milk has risen by 37 to 50 per cent and gas price has also gone up. This is
not my data. The Price Monitoring Cell of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution records that even the fair and average quality of rice
has gone up by 42 per cent and daal by 46 per cent. So, the people are really
unable to meet their needs. So we stand to discuss how to give them some relief.

Now, around ten thousand farmers have committed suicide over the last ten
years in this country. Where it is laudable that the Government has taken the

project of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act for
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inclusive growth, it is letting the people at the grass root level get some
employment but along with it, we know that when the economy is trying to grow
in its full capacity, the supply side pressure translates into food inflation. That is
what is happening here. This food inflation is not directly linked to monetary
action. But even countries like China is producing per hectare double the amount
of rice that we are producing.

After the Green Revolution of the then hon. Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira
Gandhi, we have not really worked up ourselves to address this issue of food
supply. So, it becomes imperative that we sit up today and discuss this. In this
rise in price level, when we know very shortly the world might be facing another
war due to water shortage, we should not be staring into the face of another war
fought due to food shortage as Indonesia did it in 1998 and Haiti and Egypt did in
2008.

In certain areas, the PDS is failing to reach to the poorest of the poor. Only
27 per cent of the PDS is reaching the beneficiaries. So, these have to be targeted
and taken action. The farmers who are trying to get hand in terms of labour, are
not getting it. When the farmers try to employ land labourers on payment, they
are not getting hands because under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act their payment is assured by the Government. So on
the one hand, we are ensuring money for the rural poor and on the other hand,
agriculture is getting affected. The agriculture is also getting affected because the
subsidy on the fertiliser, pesticides and also on the area of irrigation is missed. In
India, 60 per cent of the agriculture depends upon the seasonal rains. So in the
drought stricken areas where there is no rain in some years, the production is low
or on the other hand, when the rain is too much then also the production gets
affected. This time, particularly this year, the amount of water being stored and
held in the major dams and other sites is maximum. But it is not being properly
utilised. So, a policy has to be drawn up and serious thinking has to be given to it

in terms of how do we get a balance between the farmer and the consumer. On the
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one hand, when the consumer demand is increasing, the supply is not and also in
certain areas the demand of fruits and vegetables is increasing not so much as the
cereals. The cultivation of fruits and vegetables is not getting so much of
attention.

So, there are certain points that we would like to suggest from our Party.
One is that strict implementation of the monitoring and the enforcement should be
done so that the PDS reaches the beneficiaries for whom it is meant.E
16.00 hrs.

Hoarding should be taken care of. Though it is a State subject it is not being
implemented in so many States, as we see it in the State of West Bengal. Nothing
had been done over more than past three decades and we wish to unload the wheat
inventory. We lose grains in terms of storage and also in terms of pests. If we take
care of the storage problem and also the pest problem, then things can improve.
We all know that in the State of Punjab wheat was lost to rain water. In a place
called Adra in the district of Purulia in West Bengal, 50 lakh tonnes of rice was
lost because of rain water whereas poor people are not getting enough grains.
Thus, the monitoring mechanism has to be even stricter.

In the drought prone areas where the farmers are not getting proper
irrigation, we have to think in terms of micro irrigation. Many countries are
benefiting from micro irrigation. This kind of technology has to be implemented.
Also, to address the issue of fiscal deficit, it is prudent here to mention that there is
a lot of money in the hands of only a few people in the country and a lot of money
has gone out of the country. The poor people, the farmers particularly require
subsidy, the common housewives need more subsidy in terms of the prices of gas
cylinders and also in diesel which in turn serves to increase the prices of
commodities. We should extend more subsidy and bring back the money which is
lying in foreign banks by way of black money, to this country.

Sir, we do think that if these measures are taken, then we can extend further

subsidy. We can extend subsidy not only to the farmers but also to the BPL
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families and can ensure proper supply through the PDS and we can address this

issue so that the people of the country do not go hungry any more.
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SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Sir, this has become a ritual
that in every Session we discuss about price rise and inflation just to confirm that
during the inter-Session period there is rise in prices. None of the suggestions
given here were considered by the Government or the other parties involved. Even
during the last discussion, on behalf of the DMK we had said that instead of the
targeted Public Distribution System, the Government can adopt the Universal
Public Distribution System which is in vogue in the State of Tamil Nadu where
people get foodgrains at a reasonable rate. Even the Government of India is
supplying rice to the States at a particular rate for the APL families, at a particular
rate for the BPL families and at a particular rate for the AOY families. This system
can be adopted in the States other also. A universal PDS will definitely help
control the prices.

Secondly, in the State of Tamil Nadu, during the regime of the DMK under
Dr. M. Karunanidhi, we had introduced a farmers’ market where a farmer could
directly sell his products in a particular place which is controlled by the
Government agency so that there is no role of middlemen. We must understand
one thing and that is, who is responsible for the increase in prices? Is it the
producers? No. Is it the consumers? No. Is it the Government? I can say, in a, way,
no. It is the middlemen who are the reasons for the increase in the prices. Maybe
the Government is responsible in a way that they are not controlling these
middlemen. They are allowing them to play a big role in this. They are allowing
commodity trading, future trading etc. by which the middlemen play a big role in
the increase of the prices.

Sir, the question of demand and supply is still a theory now. It has no role

to play in today’s lives. E
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Supply is there. Hon. Shri Yashwant Sinha also said that there is enough
supply. Even then the prices have gone up. You can go to any grocery and you
will find that food grains are available, but at a higher price. = There is no
hoarding. At least in Tamil Nadu, I can say, there is no hoarding. Everything is
available in the market, but at a higher price. Why? It is because middlemen play
a big role. Most of the profit is taken away, not by the producer but by the
middlemen. So, this should be checked. The Government should take a firm step
in controlling the middlemen. We had also suggested suitable amendments to the
Essential Commodities Act which, I do not know, whether the Government 1s
considering or not.

Next issue is export of food grains. We import oil. The oil producing
countries are controlling the prices of oil. They give oil at a higher price to us,
whereas food grains are supplied by our country to those countries who produce
oil. The Gulf countries get food grains from our country. We give concessions to
the exporters, we give incentives to the exporters of food grains to these countries.
Why should we give incentives to the exporters of food grains, when we cannot
purchase oil at a cheaper rate from these countries? So, we should stop giving
incentives, particularly to those exporters who are exporting food grains to other
countries.

The growth in our country is lop-sided. The majority of the population is
economically well off whereas the rest of the population is not well off. The
affordability of this section of the population is also the reason for the increase in
food prices. The population which cannot afford this price rise are not able to get
food grains at a cheaper rate. So, the Government’s role is to control the supply of
food grains through the Universal Public Distribution System and stop the role of
middlemen. With these words I thank you.
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SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you. [ am
glad to participate in the discussion on price rise which affects the millions of our
people. It is unfortunate to note that, on the text of the Motion, all the parties were
not consulted and consensus was not arrived at. Earlier, when such a situation
arose, there was a discussion with all the parties and a conclusion was arrived at
with the direction of the Chair. I think the Treasury benches and the main
Opposition came together and decided it. All the parties, both big and small,
should have been taken into account. I think, in future the Government should
not follow this practice and the Government should follow the practice adopted
earlier.

16.09 hrs (Dr. Girija Vyas in the Chair)

We have discussed the issue of price rise at least ten to twelve times in this
House. But the action of the Government has not resulted in anything. People are
suffering due to the relentless increase in the prices of the food items. The prices
of almost all the essential commodities are increasing day by day. This is really a
tax on the common people. As far as we are concerned, the price rise is due to the
failure of the Government.

The issue of price rise was considered by the Congress Party also. In the
election manifesto of 2009, the Congress Party had promised that the prices of the
essential commodities shall be brought down in the next 100 days. We know that
it had not materialised. In the year 2010, on the 24™ of May, the Prime Minister
admitted and made a statement that price rise is one of the major issues which
remained unresolved and that prices continue to be a matter of deep concern. But
no action has been taken. Again, on 1* June, 2010, Dr. Manmohan Singh and
Shrimati Sonia Gandhi came together and made a statement that prices have gone
up and that the food inflation was a major concern. But no concrete action has

been taken by the Govemment.E
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Sir, in this connection, in the Address to both the Houses of Parliament in
2010, the hon. President had made it clear that the Government should take
concrete action to control the price prise. But now, we are, again, at this point of
time, discussing this issue.

Sir, there were a number of promises made by the Congress leaders and
there were a number of promises and pronouncements made by the various
Ministers. But we have to realize the fact as to why we have failed to materialise
any of the pronouncements or the policy decisions made by the Government. |
charge and we think that this is because of the absence of the wisdom and some of
the wrong policies that were pursued by the Government.

As far as the statistical data that we have got, there are different views.
According to the Planning Commission survey, the BPL population in rural India
was 28.3 in 2005. And according to other Committees, like the Saxena
Committee, it was 50 per cent and again according to the Tendulkar Committee, it
was 37.2 per cent. The Tendulkar Committee again says that 42 crore of people is
below the poverty line. So, I would like to know why such a situation again is
continuing and why the Government is not able to take concrete measures.

The main reason for the price rise, I think, is mainly because of the price
rise in the food articles. As far as we are concerned, the speculation is one of the
main reasons in the agricultural market. The Government is not able to control or
prohibit the future trading. The Government has failed to take any action on this
issue. I do not think that you are able to go with a fruitful result.

The second one is the growing penetration of the big corporate in food
economy. The international trade in food items and also the speculative future

trading in agricultural commodities have resulted in high price rise.
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There are other reasons also that our agricultural economy is in crisis. The
agricultural peasantry continues to be in distress. For the last 15 years, nearly 2.5
lakh farmers have committed suicide. So, the State has to take concrete steps to
invest more in the agricultural field.

There are other reasons which have been mentioned by other hon.
Members. The cuts in subsidies and price hikes of inputs like diesel and fertilizer
are also contributing food inflation. The Government has failed to take measures
as far as these issues are concerned. I have stated that the forward trading in food
items and essential commodities is one of the main reasons for the price rise.
Speculation really rules and commands the market. There are about 22 to 23
commodity exchanges in our country. The major exchanges are the National
Commodity and Derivative Exchange (NCDEX) and the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX).

Madam, here agricultural commodities are generally traded at commodity
exchange. What we see is that in 2009, the total turnover was Rs. 1084224 crore,
but the delivery was only Rs. 3,591 crore, that is only .33 per cent. So, you can
see that 99 per cent is the speculative trade. So, that is one of the reasons for the
high prices in the agricultural field. I would like to know whether the Government
is able to take any action in this regard. I demand that the agricultural commodities
should be taken away from this market.

Madam, Universalisation of the Public Distribution System is another
measure. | think the two States — either the LDF or UDF or the DMK or the
AIADMK - the Tamil Nadu and Kerala, are the model States for protecting the
PDS System.  But the Government of India has to take sufficient steps in this
regard.  The Government says that there is sufficient buffer stock in the FCI
godown. The Government is not ready to allocate the food for the needy States.E
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It 1s a tragedy to state that on the one hand food grains are sufficient and
more. On the other hand, the downtrodden people are struggling hard for a one-
time meal a day. The Supreme Court has come with a very severe criticism of the
Government because the Rs. 58,000 crores worth of food grains are rotting in the
FCI godowns. What is the vision of the Government? That is why, I said there is
absence of vision. If there is more production, you should have the storage
facilities. Again, in April, 2010, the FCI was having 183 lakh tonnes of wheat in
the Central pool. Of these, 80 lakh tonnes of wheat were lying in the open
warehouses and the food grains have become rotten. It is a loss as far as the nation
is concerned. On the other side, people are really crying and struggling to get food
grains.

In the Fourteenth Lok Sabha, with the introduction of the Budget, you
have gained about Rs.42,000 crore by way of taxes imposed on the petroleum
products. After that, the decision to de-control the prices of petroleum products
was taken. Within one year, they have increased the prices of petroleum products
eleven times. The prices of kerosene, cooking gas were raised from 33 to 55 per
cent. The price of petrol in April, 2009 was Rs.44.55 a litre. Now, it is sold at
Rs.63 a litre. The price of diesel was Rs.34.45. Now it is Rs.45. I do not want to
go into the details because of the shortage of time. So, the prices of almost all the
petroleum products like petrol, diesel, kerosene, CNG and cooking gas have gone
up. It is known to any person that when there is a rise in prices of petroleum
products, there would be continuous and chain reaction in respect of almost all the
commodities. It is interesting to note that more than 50 per cent of the price is
really on account of tax, excise duty or customs duty or sales tax. It is interesting
to note that as far as tax is concerned, in respect of petrol, it comes to about 58.37
per cent; in respect of diesel, it is 37.75 per cent; in respect of kerosene, it is 12.73
per cent and in respect of LPG, it is 345.35 per cent. So, a major portion is by way
of tax. I would like to know whether the Government is able to avoid these taxes.

By avoiding the tax, there would be loss. But, at the same time, the Government is
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not ready to increase the direct tax. So, these taxes have really become a burden to
the common people. When Government levy tax on petroleum products, it is an
indirect tax. It is really another reason for the high prices.

Earlier, it was argued by the Government and the experts that India has
better growth rate. The Prime Minister himself has made it clear that if we want
growth, we have to face inflation. He said that we have better growth rate and that
is one of the reasons why we are facing this inflation. This argument is baseless. If
you take the example of China, it will be clear. China has 9.5 per cent growth rate
but the inflation is less than 3 per cent. Food inflation is less than 1 per cent.
India’s inflation is around two digits. The growth rate of Brazil and Russia is high
but the inflation is low.

In this connection, I would like to give some more examples. The inflation
of China is 2.07 per cent. In respect of America, it is 2.6 per cent. In respect of
South Korea, it is 2.07 per cent. In respect of Europe, it is 0.9 per cent. In respect
of Hong Kong, it is 1 per cent. In respect of Taiwan, it is 2.4 per cent. In respect of
Malaysia, it is 1.3 per cent. In respect of Singapore, it is 0.2 per cent. As far as
India is concerned, it is nearing 10 per cent! So, the argument of the hon. Prime
Minister is not at all convincing because even if there is better growth rate in other
countries, it is not followed by the big inflation rate.

Hoarding and black-marketing are the other factors which contribute to the
rise in prices. The Central Government as well as the State Governments have to
take stern steps in this regard.

As far as farmers are concerned, they have to get the remunerative prices.
But they are not getting it. They have to become the victims of price rise. On the
one side, they want to get the prices. On the other side, the prices of inputs are
high. So, the Government has to concentrate more on the agricultural field. As
stated by the other Members, the PDS is a better system that can be followed to
control the prices. The Government says that there is no financial stability to spend

more. We have discussed about 2G spectrum scam. We have discussed the
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Commonwealth Games spending. We have discussed the other scams. But, at the
same time, to implement the Universal PDS, what we need is one-third of the
Rs.1.76 lakh crore which was lost to the country.E

It is gained by some others. The Supreme Court has also given a verdict not
only on the 2G Spectrum but also on black money.

We have two Indians, as stated by some other hon. Members. The number
of millionaires was nine in 2004 in India. I demarcate India not on the basis of
religion or on other issues but on the basis of number of millionaires was nine in
2004, it rose to 59 in 2010. We witnessed corruption charges in crores and crores
of rupees. This represents the shining India. We have two Indias — one is the
shining India and the other is the weeping India.

As far as one Report is concerned, 76 per cent of the people get only 20
rupees a day for the livelihood; 58 per cent of women suffer from malnutrition;
and 63 per cent of tribal student face drops-out. Sir, in 90 districts and 370 cities
as far as minorities are concerned, their position is really bad as compared to the
SCs and STs. This is the weeping India. Can the Government take any action or
not?

I conclude with the famous phrase of the Shakespeare — "To be, or not to
be’ is the question before the country, before the nation, and before this House -
to be served with cakes and not to be served with kicks.

If the Government is not ready to change the policy and attitude, no doubt,
the Government is not going to address by cakes but by kicks. I think, that has to

be taken up by the Government with vigilance.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam, I stand here today to
discuss on the Motion that has been moved by Shri Yashwant Sinha, and
supported by Shri Sharad Yadav relating to the deep concern that this House
expresses over price rise and calls upon the Government to take immediate
effective steps to check inflation that will give relief to the common man.

Recently CRISIL made a study and has noted that the inflation has eroded
the purchasing power of money by Rs.5.8 lakh crore in the last three years. One
issue that agitates everyone today is price rise and food inflation as it affects all
sections of the people.

Had Anna Hazare and Baba Ramdev focused on these two issues, the
public backing might have been more for them. Starting from the morning cup of
tea to breakfast, lunch and dinner and transport to the office or to the workplace,
many things have gone up. A renowned economist, Dr. R. Rangarajan, Prime
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council Chairman has predicted — this was on 2™
July, 2011 — that inflation will soon cross ten per cent but hopes it may come
down to 6.5 per cent by March, 2012. Even if his prediction comes true, can
someone tell us from the Government what will happen in the interim? The
situation is very grim. The economy despites its 8.5 per cent growth is not in very
good shape. FDI has slowed down. Growth in the manufacturing sector is of
concern. The fiscal deficit is not under control. The tax collection is not up to the
expectation. What steps the Government has taken? Petroleum Minister, Shri S.
Jaipal Reddy feels that the price is ‘'moderate’ and he is getting sandwiched

between economists and populists. E
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OEcan understand the plight of the Finance Minister who finds himself
today between a hard rock and the deep sea. Food inflation had crossed the 20 per
cent mark in December 2009 and remained at that level for several months;
wholesale price inflation moved to the double digit figure in March 2010.

The Finance Minister, in his Budget Speech, in February 2010, while
admitting the problem of high inflation, had expressed hope that the steps taken by
the Government would bring the rate of inflation down in the next few months.
Already 17 months have passed.

Normal monsoon and expectations of a rebound in agriculture output are
not providing the usual dampening effect on prices this time. The helplessness of
the Government is expressed by a statement of the present Home Minister, Shri P.
Chidambaram, who had been the Finance Minister earlier, when he remarked that,
“we had neither sufficient knowledge of the root cause of inflation nor enough
instruments to bring it under control”.

India did have had a long period of high inflation in the past. In 1970s, in
1980s, in 1990s the annual average rate of inflation had been eight per cent and
above. The long phase of inflation, however, was broken in the first half of 2000
when the rate of inflation came down to five per cent and below. Rising inflation
resurfaced in 2006-07 and has persisted since. Inflation has been perilously close
to ten per cent in each month of the first quarter of 2011-12 which flies in the face
of Government’s reassurances that it would come down. Food is 9.1 per cent
dearer in April-June 2011 after an eye-popping 20.9 per cent flaying in the same
three months a year ago. Likewise, fuel trotted along at 12.7 per cent over the
quarter again on the back of a 14 per cent rise a year ago.

These are gloomy numbers. What they mean is that Rs.100 fetched us a
quarter less of provisions at the grocer and fuel at the pumps in May this year than
it did in May 2009 when this Government came to power. If this trend continues,
Rs.100 will be worth Rs.60 in May 2014 or even less. Is it not scary? The scary

bit is that the Government can do precious little to check either food or fuel prices.
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I would say the Government’s poverty discourse is schizophrenic. While
there is a rising crescendo of universalising food subsidy on the ground that food
is a basic entitlement, there are emphatic pronouncements that food price will
continue to rise. A recently released UN Annual Report on Economic and Social
Trends in Asia Pacific Region has mentioned that a sharp increase in inflation is a
major threat to India’s growth story and will most definitely have an adverse
impact on the country’s ability to achieve the Millennium Development Goal of
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger by 2015.

It further says that high food prices have prevented 15.6 million people in
the region emerging from poverty while pushing another 2.5 million below
poverty line.E

That is a total of 19.4 million people who are now poor in Asia Pacific
Region because of food inflation alone. India is experiencing the fastest increase
in prices among the big emerging market countries that is Brazil, China and
Russia.  Inflation in China, causing problems of competitiveness to its
manufacturers, is almost half (5.5 per cent) of that in India. I would say, the
Government is facing problem of mismanagement and lack of governance in being
able to control runaway prices. The Government is not taking enough steps either
to stop corruption or arrest the rising inequalities or tackling inflation.

Recently RBI has raised interest rates 11 times to control inflation. Its
adverse impact on the demand for goods and services, investment and corporate
profits is already visible. In a poor economy, combating inflation by curbing
demand, reduces growth and employment generation. Instead, we have to focus
on anticipatory measures for removing supply bottlenecks and thus prevent
inflation from occurring. No doubt, with a growing population, demand for food
supplies is growing. But with income rising, there is a change in consumption
pattern. Addressing the Chief Ministers’ Conference on Food Prices in February,

2010 the Prime Minister had declared:
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“The worst is over as far as food inflation is concerned. I am

confident that we will soon be able to stabilise food prices.”

Three months later, on more than one occasion, Government, including
Chief Economic Adviser, declared that inflation had “peaked out” and was on a
downward trend.
MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now.
SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : I am just concluding Madam.

I am not surprised because the Government, at times, is talking down prices
and, at times, talking up markets. It is not what you say, but the confidence with
which you say it, that matters. That is why, we have a saying: T@ d1gfd o, ¥ha

ey oM, a9 arefa, el

Before I conclude, Madam, I would again remind this House that India had
witnessed two types of economic theories or practised two types of economic
policies. One is that of Kautilya and the other is that of Charavak. Kautilya’s
theory was that the amount of money that you earn, that you save, that is in your
exchequer, you try to make your policy according to that. That is why, invariably,
many Indians in their families feel that they are not going to die or leave this earth

without some money which will be passed on to my son or daughter or my

children to pay back. Charavak’s theory is: Iraq Sitdd, @ Sitdd| &0 Hedi Iad
diad| It is a policy. It is not that it derides that policy. You buy a cow by taking a
loan from a bank. You have adequate supply of milk. You can make ghee out of
it and live happily and also pay back the money. That is the policy which we have
been adopting for the last so many years. It is Charavak policy and Charavak
policy has its demerits.

QU AEIGAT : HSAT9 AT8d, B 7| 379 FHAG BN

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Expand your demand by incurring credit and
create wealth thereon. This is what is being done today. This policy is bringing

growth; 1s increasing growth; is increasing consumption and also creating a false
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sense of development. I do not know whether the hon. Finance Minister has a
magic wand like that of Harry Potter to tame inflation. There were 11 upward
revisions of key policy rates during last 18 months. It is surely not beyond the
Government as a whole to curtail inflation. Reform and deregulation across the
board are needed to solve the supply side crisis that is fuelling India’s inflation
today. Monetary measures alone are not going to cut it any more.

With these words I conclude.
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aRaR & oY, T8 ST 2011 & oI WR W A< &1 H 4824 d0 Ui 99 SR THAior & o
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DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Madam Chairperson, I rise to participate on
the burning issue of price rise, which burdens the common man.

Madam, I recall what our learned friend, Shri Yashwant Sinha, who
initiated the debate, said while concluding his speech; he said: ‘If you fail to
contain the inflation of the food products, the Government has to g

He has said it. Whether the Government goes or not, we all have to go
because we have to go and face the people. What have we done here in
Parliament? Have we taken effective steps to see that the prices of all the
commodities come down? If we fail in that, definitely as Mr. Yashwant Sinha said,
we all have to go. Either this Party or that Party, this Government must take the
responsibility to see that the price rise is controlled.

Also, when the Law Minister intervened, he accepted in his speech that
there are inflationary conditions. He has never denied that. What he said was only
about the percentage. He said, in the previous year it was 19 per cent and now it is
seven per cent. He said it like that. That is not the fact. The real fact is that now
there 1s 20 per cent inflationary condition in the wholesale price. If we take even
the retail price, the inflationary condition goes to 35 per cent. That is the real
picture that we are facing.

Also, the Minister said that the Government is going to bring the Food
Security Bill to protect the common man. He said that after the Food Security Bill
becomes an Act, the price of rice may come down to Rs.3 per kilo. Also, some
hon. Members said that we have to follow the example of Tamil Nadu’s Public
Distribution System. Really, that is a real picture.

You can see, after winning with thumping majority in Tamil Nadu and
immediately after taking over power, our leader hon. Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
Ji, first signed the order to give free rice of 20 kg. for all the ration card holders.
Madam, 35 kilos are given under the Annapurna scheme for the BPL families.
That is there. This is the model that the Government has to follow; Bringing
forward the Food Security Bill would not help. We have to give the food grains


rjs
d by m3 


03.08.2011 133

free to the people. That is more important because there is so much inflation that
the price of so many products have risen. At least we can give these food items
free. That will help the common man.

Apart from that, there is another indication of price rise, which is, rise in
the price of gold. If we take, five years back, the cost of 10 grams gold was
Rs.5,000. Now, the same is costing Rs.23,000. That shows that there is
inflationary condition in our country. The price of gold is so much increased. For
that, our leader has announced that four grams of gold will be given free to the
newly marrying girl for Mangalsutra. It has already been announced. It is given
free. Four grams gold is given free for Mangalsutra.

Apart from that, the Tamil Nadu Government is giving Rs.25,000 free to
the girl for meeting her marriage expense. She has already announced it. For the
educated, graduate girls Rs.50,000 is given for their marriage expenses. Why I am
telling you this is that this is the prevailing situation; because of the price rise and
inflationary condition, the common man is not able to survive. That is why, our
hon. Chief Minister has come forward to help the people.... (Interruptions)
Therefore, I would request the Government to take such steps. Also, why is the
price rises all the time? There is no actual agricultural production. Production has
gone down. The figures may have increased. But actually the agricultural
production, production of food products, is going down.

Also, recently they are continuously increasing the prices of petrol and
diesel. Also, they are asking the State Governments to bear the burden. They want
to see that the tax can be reduced in the states. Why are they giving instructions to
the State Governments to do that when the Central Government is failing in that?
They have to control the prices. Because of decontrol, the prices go on rising and
because of that the prices of all the essential commodities are increasing.

Also, we are suffering to get the ration kerosene. There is very much

shortage in Tamil Nadu.... (Interruptions)
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MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please keep quiet. A very serious matter is being
discussed.

DR. M. THAMBIDURALI : I am telling this because the common man is not able
to buy kerosene. They are facing this problem. Our quota is reduced now. The
Central Government is allocating only 50 per cent. Already, our leader has written
to the Prime Minister and the other Ministers concerned to see that kerosene quota
is increased so that the common man is able to get kerosene. As Mr. Sinha said,
kerosene is very costly. That is why, when he contacted the voters, they had asked
him about kerosene. Therefore, this is what everybody is asking us. When we go
to our constituency, we can see they are saying that kerosene price is increased...
(Interruptions)

|uTAf AEEAT : 39 H a1 A HRY| Please keep quiet. You speak when your turn

comes.
DR. M. THAMBIDURALI : They have lost miserably. That is why they are
worrying. They have lost the elections. They are not able to become even the
Opposition Party in the Assembly. That is why, they are worried....
(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please come to the subject.E
DR. M. THAMBIDURALI : Another fact is that nowadays the prices of other
goods are increasing. For example, Chinese goods are coming to India now. Most
of the people are purchasing Chinese goods. Why are they purchasing goods of
our neighbouring country? Not only they are invading our territory, they are also
invading our market. That is why, we have to be very careful.

How to control the prices? The prices are increasing. Definitely, foreign
countries will impair our market. But, we should not lose our sovereignty.

The other thing is about money circulation. Because of inflationary
conditions, the Government has to have deficit financing. Therefore, the question
of money circulation will come. Monetary policy and fiscal policy would be

affected. Deficit financing not only increases the money circulation, but also the
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black money. Lots of money deposited in foreign banks has not been brought
back. That is also increasing our prices. There is also the counterfeit money. We
have recently read in the newspapers that the Government has seized from certain
people the counterfeit money. How is the counterfeit money coming? Our
currency is printed in the neighbouring countries — China, Pakistan and other
places. Our currency is printed not in Nashik but they are all printed there. They
are sending that money here. Somehow it is coming. That kind of circulation of
money is more in India. People are taking that money and investing it in the real
estates. This kind of money is going in the real estate business. They are
purchasing land worth rupees one lakh for rupees one crore. The whole one crore
is black money, illicit money and counterfeit money. The real estates people are
bringing and investing that kind of money here. The poor farmers are tempted to
get the money and are losing their land. They are the sufferers. That is why, the
agriculture production is going down. Therefore, 1 request the Government to
make serious efforts about this counterfeit money which is circulated in India
because of which the prices of products are increasing.

The other thing is trading. Our friend said that the middle man is making a
lot of money. We are claiming that we are increasing our production. We are
talking about the inclusive growth rate. Then, why is the price increasing? Things
like online trading are there. Only the middle man is going on minting money.

Then comes corruption because of which public have lost confidence in the
democratic system. That is why, one hon. Member said that Anna Hazare and
Baba Ramdev are rising. It is a fact that when you are not able to deliver the
goods, definitely the people will lose their confidence in our democratic system.

I would like to quote what our hon. Finance Minister, hon. Agriculture
Minister and the hon. Prime Minister have said on many occasions. They have
said that they were going to bring down the prices and control the inflationary
tendencies within a few minutes. They have said it on many platforms but they

failed to do that. That is what we and the whole country is expecting. The prices
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really have to be brought down. We have to make some good things for the
common man. That must be our primary duty. Therefore, once again, I request our

Government to see that inflation and rise in prices are controlled.

17.00 hrs
(Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)
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*SHRI KONAKALLA NARAYAN RAO (MACHILIPATNAM) :- Madam
Chairperson, today we are discussing a motion on price rise. Seven years ago,
during elections, it was promised that if they come to power they will control price
rise of essential commodities as well as petrol and diesel within 100 days. But
after coming to power, in these seven years, the price of petrol and diesel was
increased on 21 occasions, on an average, the price was increased on 3 occasions
in an year. In last ten months,there was a hike in petrol price on 9 occasions. This
is the main reason behind price rise of essential commodities. Hike in diesel price
would affect RTC passengers, farmers using tractors and transportation of
essential commodities. These many times hike in diesel price is too harsh. Today,
the Central Government and State Governments should come together and ponder
over this issue. Seven years ago under Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji’s leadership a
meeting of all State Governments was convened, but, there after no such meeting
was convened to control price rise.

In such critical situation, we find huge gap between what producer gets and
what consumer pays. [ can cite myself as an example of this situation. As a
farmer, I sold my produce at the rate of Rs.700 per sack but, as a customer, I
bought rice from Khan Market at Rs.40 per kilogram. That means, a bag of rice
should have been sold at Rs.2000 or the cost of rice should be Rs.14 per kilogram.
Producer is getting Rs.700, whereas, consumer is paying Rs.2000. This gap of
Rs.1300 is pocketed by middle men and black marketeers. The Government
should take stringent action and legislate effective laws. Corruption is on rise and
corrupt officers are not controlling black marketeers. This is the responsibility all
the State Governments and the Central Government. In my opinion, if we cannot
control price rise of essential commodities, it is better we leave this House. It is
the main responsibility of the Central Government. By regularly convening
meetings with the State Governments, the steps to control price rise should be

discussed.

*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Telugu.
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One reason behind rise in corruption, is price rise in essential commodities. With
limited income, people cannot afford essential commodities, hence they are
indulging in corruption. Corruption and price rise are inter-related. Because of
corruption there is rampant black marketing, which is resulting in price rise. In
similar situation, in Andhra Pradesh, Shri Chandra Babu Naidu introduced ‘Rythu
Bazaar’ concept and wiped out middlemen by brining producers and consumers
closer. Under this concept producers sold their product directly to consumers.

But, during seven years of Congress rule, these markets were infested with
middlemen. There is a need to cleanse our system. Since, you are in power you
should take concrete action to control price rise. Black marketing should be
considered a non-baila ble offence, for which, we should legislate special laws.
Only then, we can control black marketing and price rise. With this request, I

conclude.
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SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (GHATAL): Sir, I have no hesitation in
appreciating the speech launched or delivered by the former Finance Minister of
India and a good friend of ours. He has been explosive. I wish he remains so for
all time to come. I appreciate the indignation that he has expressed. I appreciate
the caution that he has mentioned against the FDI in retail trade. I agree with his
comment that the growth that breeds inflation is unacceptable. I welcome his
speech. This is not a left-handed compliment, but the core question is not the price
rise.

Price rise 1s not the issue; it is an established truth, the fact that has been
hurting the millions of people over a decade.E
Therefore, inflation is not the issue. The issue before the House is shameful
inaction of a Government, which is in power for more than seven years.

Sir, it is because of inflation that five per cent have been pushed below the
poverty line. My friend says and I agree, but the truth is much bitter than that. A
vast majority of the Indian nation is marginalised poor and do not have two square
meals a day. Therefore, may I solicit the information from my good friend? Why
this Resolution does not include this colossal failure of the Government? It is too
innocent; too infructuous; and too pious. It accepts a truth, which is already
established. There is no need for a debate to say that it calls upon the Government
to take action. It does not need a debate. May I ask this from my hon. friend? Why
this point has been significantly omitted from the Resolution, that is, the colossal
failure of the Government? The message must go to the nation that the
deliberations of the Parliament were real and not unreal; the concern was genuine
and not synthetic; and the political battle was not a shadow boxing. It must go to
the people that the Parliament is really concerned and takes note with indignation
the inaction of the Government.

How many times did you discuss inflation? On how many occasions did the
Government reply? On how many occasions the hon. Minister was telling us that a

growing economy is bound to have inflation? It is good that you have blasted the
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theory. On how many occasions it has been said that it is 13 per cent in China and
here it is only 10 per cent? We do not live to follow China. We are Indians. While
saying so, I must compliment the Government for agreeing to take up this debate
under Rule 184, and its success to strike a consensus with the principal Opposition
Party. They have succeeded in it.

SHRI K. BAPIRAJU (NARSAPURAM): We believe in democracy.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : It is a fruitful and functional democracy.
Therefore, I am complimenting the Government. I need not get that advice as |
know this. It is a solution that they have found out by talking only to the principal
Opposition Party. I also compliment the principal Opposition Party for being able
to reach out to the Government to find out a consensus so that the House can
discuss innocently only the price rise and the concern, and not the inactivity of the
Government. I compliment both of them.

This is a new emerging trend, and it is a trend of bipolarity. This trend of
bipolarity will help the Government to have easy passage of its economic agenda
with the help of my friends, maybe, including Shri Yashwant Sinha also. It will
also enable the principal Opposition Party to claim to be the sole spokesman of the
entire Opposition. In trade unions, we say sole bargaining power. It is extremely
good that bipolarity is emerging, but ‘the emergence of bipolarity’ is a novel. It is
there in Britain; it is there in America; and it has been imported to India because it
is a globalized political system.E
But hon. Chairperson, Sir, this bipolarity undoubtedly undermines the multi-polar
political system of India. ‘Multiplicity’ is the characteristic of Indian politics,
Indian culture, Indian ethos, and Indian national life, and also of the combination
of religion. Every political trend, Sir, has a space in the political life. Of course,
number matters, but remember, Sir, that the number is a very unstable factor in

political life. I repeat, number is a very unstable factor in political life.
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Sir, we have not been consulted by either of the two, but I am not angry. 1
do not feel humble because nobody consulted us, it has hurt me; I do not feel
humble. I know that the world of today may not be the world of tomorrow.

Sir, the basic issue is the inaction of the Government, its inability, and its
failure. I believe the Government has no political will to curb the price rise. It has
no political will. If it had political will, it could have found out the way; it could
have taken the counsel of Yashwantji. He was very eloquent on the steps. Dr.
Manmohan Singh or Shri Pranab Mukherjee could have taken his counsel. ...
(Interruptions)

SHRI UDAY SINGH (PURNEA): Neither of them is here. Therefore, you see
there is no collusion.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Unfortunately, of course, there is a collusion,
but not collusion in all spheres. Do not provoke me, Sir.

The point is that we had also passed a resolution two Sessions back. The
only difference is last time, the resolution was proposed by Meira Kumarji from
the Chair, and this time the honour has gone to my friend Yashwantji. We had
passed a resolution unanimously. What has happened to that? What is the fate of
that resolution unanimously adopted by the Indian Parliament, which was
proposed by the Chair? Did the Government move? Did the price fall? Did the
sufferings of the people mitigate? Things remain where it is. It was a totally
infructuous resolution.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please try to be very brief.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : I beg for some time, Sir. I am always brief and |
do not repeat, Sir.

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA : You have a friend there.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA: I have also a friend there with a smiling face.

Sir, the point is that the resolution passed by the Parliament from the Chair
did not yield any result. Therefore, I am a little skeptic, but I am not cynical. I feel

that this Resolution in its innocent form, in its innocuous way, will have little
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impact on the Government. They have found out an escape route. They have given
them an escape route. Sometimes, to give an escape route is very good.

Sir, I should not repeat, my friend has said that only monetary measures do
not yield results. What did they do? Increase of repo rate or reverse repo rate,
squeezing the liquidity in the market has led to the slow down of the economy. E

It is an interesting situation where there is inflation on the one side and
stagnation on the other side. In the economic term, it is called ‘stagflation’. The
point is that in such a situation, the Government should have done much better
than what it is doing. In a liberalised economy and in a condition of scarcity,
speculation plays havoc. Can anybody deny? For example, what was the price of
onion? It was eighty rupees. My friend Shri Sharad Pawar is not here. He told in
the House that fifty per cent of the harvest has gone wrong because of the rain. 1
think the Minister who is entering is the new Minister for Food. He told me that
not more than ten per cent of the harvest was lost. He has said that loss of ten per
cent led to shooting up of the price to Rupees 80. Who plays the game? It is the
speculators. Where is the Government to curb speculation? The point is in the
background of perpetual crisis in agriculture, don’t claim that it is five per cent
increase in the agriculture is because of God rain. About sixty per cent of the land
is unirrigated. Therefore, the point is agriculture is in perpetual crisis. You had
seven years time. Did you do anything to improve the agriculture, to expand the
irrigation, to give easy credit to the farmers, to give them infrastructure, to give
them little more than what you are giving? You are very fond of FDI. You are
very fond of export. You are very fond of walmart. What about the Indian
farmers? I agree with you totally that Indian farmers can produce the wealth that
can feed not only the entire nation but they can export the food. We have that
capability. Indian farmers, Indian soil, Indian water, Indian environment for times
immemorial, Indian agriculture has been classical. Now, there is a down turn in
agriculture. Why did you not stop it? Seven years time is not a little time for you.

There is shortage of food, there is shortage of oil, there is shortage of dal. In this
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situation of scarcity, in a situation of lingering agricultural poverty, forward
trading, export of food, easy loan of the bank to the food traders, people’s money
is being used against the people and Government’s incentive for food trade has led
to a debacle. Will you accept it? It is very difficult to accept the mistakes. In the
Indian political system, the people who are in the power always believe that they
will be in power for all times to come. I never believe. I believe it is only our own
misdeeds. I tell it in the Indian Parliament. My friends from Bengal are here. It is

our misdeeds which has brought us down. I believe it. I speak frank. &7 1 T3
HM TE Bd ©, 89 QI TR DI 14 781 Bd &l This speculation has led to stockpiling

and stockpiling has resulted in the increase in the prices of food grains.

Let me ask some questions to them as to why Government has not given
teeth to the Essential Commodities Act. The Essential Commodities Act was
made infructuous by your Government in 2002. What prevented the Government
of India who was in power for seven years to give more teeth to the Essential
Commodities Act? Will you answer as to why Public Distribution System has not
been revamped in the country? E

Will you kindly say why the black-marketeers had not been blunted?
Therefore, the Government has not curbed the price rise. The Government is in the
dock. You say, ‘go’, I say that the Government is in the dock. If the Government is
in the dock, the Resolution on increase in Price must have a little mention, Are
you satisfied with the Resolution that you have moved about the role of the
Government, Shri Yashwant Sinhaji? Do not tell me privately, tell publicly. Are
you satisfied with the Resolution that you have moved?

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA : Now that you have repeatedly challenged me, let
me tell you publicly. I am saying that I am satisfied with the Resolution. If you
read the fine print of the Resolution, everything is crystal clear. Everything is
crystal clear. You do not have to use a lathi every time in order to make them
understand. Let me make it very clear that it was a mistake on their part not to

have reached out to you and to others. They have repeated what they did during
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the nuclear deal, when they reached out only to you and ignored us. We were the
main Opposition Party at that time. Nobody from that side talked to us; they talked
to you, they snared you Shri Gurudas ji and took you to the IAEA, did the deal,
came back and left you in the lurch. Let us learn lessons from that. We are with
you. We are not with them. ... (Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except what Shri Gurudas ji speaks.
(Interruptions) ..."
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : I am really, what should I say, pleased or really
I am thankful to my honoured friend for speaking up the truth. But truth must be
all-pervasive. Even if they have consulted us, we broke with them on that issue.
Their communication to us did not compel us to remain with them. They had
requested to give us 11 berths of Ministership, let me tell you, in 2004. The Left
were offered 11 berths of Ministership. We did not accept that because we feel
that there has to be a demarcation line. I wish my dear Shri Yashwant Sinhaji, in
your case, the demarcation line may be getting blurred. The point is that the
Government is completely insensitive, absolutely insensitive, not alive to the
problem. Why was it left to the principal Opposition Party to bring a Resolution?
What prevented the Government from bringing out a White Paper on price rise?
Why did the Government on its own, not do it? I would have thanked them; people
would have thanked them; Indian people would have believed that the
Government is sensitive towards their problem. What prevented them in
presenting before the House a White Paper. Maybe Shri Advani had suggested it.
Is it not?
SHRI L.K. ADVANI (GANDHINAGAR): That was on black money.
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : I am saying it on price rise. Do you object to it?
SHRI L.K. ADVANI : I would not object to it.
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Then there is a good communication between us

on this issue.

* Not recorded.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up, Shri Gurudas Dasgupta ji.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : While coming to a conclusion, I must say that
unbearable sufferings of the people and colossal failure of a Government that is in
office for more than seven years has to be mentioned in the Resolution in order to
bring about some pressure on the Government and to give a message to the people

of India. Otherwise, this is an innocent, infructuous Resolution which serves no

purpose.
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*SHRIMATI PARAMIJIT KAUR GULSHAN (FARIDKOT) : Hon’ble Chairman
Sir, I thank you for giving me the opportunity to participate in the discussion on
the Motion of ‘Price-rise’. I have listened with rapt attention to Speakers from
both sides-- the opposition as well as the treasury benches. I will not go into the
details of facts and figures quoted extensively by the Hon’ble Members. The
Government cannot brush aside the data and figures that are inconvenient to it.

Sir, I want to talk about the plight of the common man. They elect us as
their representatives and send us to this temple of democracy. It is due to the
common man that some of us form the Government of this country. Whenever we
discuss the issue of inflation and sky-rocketing prices of essential commodities,
either in this august House or at various public forums, I am reminded of two
incidents. Sir, let me narrate the first incident. There was a very weak woman who
would often meet me at a park which I visited. She was entrusted with the job of
keeping the park clean. She was a reticent woman who did not talk much to
anyone. But, she would often come to me and ask me this question in a very
serious voice, “Madam, when will we succeed in reining in the soaring prices of
essential commodities?” Before I could reply, she would walk away. However,
one day, she seemed very angry. She asked me the same question again. She
reminded me that I was an elected representative of the people. I told her, “I have
been asking the same question to the Government for the last 7 years. I have
failed to get a satisfactory reply from the Government. How then can I give a
reply to your query?” She was very disappointed and walked away. I never saw
her again. Later on, I came to know that due to her poverty and economic
hardships, she committed suicide.

Chairman Sir, let me narrate the second incident in this House. It relates to

a maid in my neighbourhood. One day, she met me and complained that the prices

*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Punjabi.
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Of essential commodities have gone through the roof and her family is finding it
very difficult to make both ends meet. I asked her to talk to her employer. The
maid told me that her employer had given her a very strange suggestion to tide
over the problem of price-rise. Her employer had suggested to her that she should
mix more water in milk, pulses, vegetables etc. so that their quantity increases as
there was no other way out of this mess. Sir, the maid told me that even this was
not the way out as quantity of food-stuffs like flour cannot increase if more water
is mixed in it. These incidents reveal the dismal state of affairs in which the
common man finds himself today, courtesy the inaction on the part of the
Government to check the menace of galloping prices.

Sir, the Government gives a paltry sum of Rs.100/- daily under the
MNREGA scheme. Sir, even the price of some of the pulses is around Rs.110 per
kg. Approximately 25 lakh people have become victims of hunger and starvation.
Around 77 lakh people earn hardly Rs.20/- per day. The figures of last 5 to7 years
are very disturbing. Whopping price-rise has not only made it difficult for the
poor to have two square meals a day but has broken the backbone of all classes in
society. Time and again, there is a hike in the prices of diesel, petrol, LPG gas and
Kerosene oil. It leads to a cascading effect. The prices of milk, vegetables, fruits,
wheat, rice, pulses, edible oils, sugar etc. have also gone through the roof.

Chairman Sir, who is responsible for this sorry state of affairs? The
Government of the day cannot shirk its responsibility in this matter. The apathy
and criminal negligence of the Government is astounding. At the time of
elections, the Congress party and UPA make tall promises. However, these
promises are never kept. The common man has been left in the lurch by this
insensitive Government. During the time of UPA-I, 40 to 45% people were living
below the poverty line. Now, over 77% people are getting hardly Rs.20/- per day.

Chairman Sir, the Government’s lop-sided and wrong policies have directly
contributed to inflation and steep price-rise. The Government has turned a blind

eye to futures or forward trading, hoarding, black-marketing, profiteering etc. No
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action is being taken against the culprits who are having a field day. Today the
common man finds himself in a miserable condition. It is very difficult for him to
make both ends meet. The poor and downtrodden are struggling to keep body and
soul together.

Sir, the Government is proud of the growth-rate and increase in sensex.
However, the ground-reality is very different. All this hype in newspapers and
media about growth rate and sensex means nothing to the common man. Inflation
and price-rise have burned a big hole in his pockets. Poor people sarcastically say
that let the Government provide them with sensex for eating so that they can make
both ends meet.

Sir, what is the fun of such growth-rate and development that cannot
provide relief and succour to our suffering masses? The need of the hour is to bail
out the common man who is suffering due to inflation and massive rise in prices of
essential commodities over the years. Essential commodities must be made
available to the common man at affordable prices. The Government must
shoulder its responsibility. The common man must have a share in the fruits of
development.

Sir, as there is paucity of time, I’'ll quote great Punjabi poetess Amrita
Pritam whose lines are very relevant in the present times. At the time of communal
frenzy and massacres of 1947, she had penned these agonizing line :-

“O Waris Shah, the great sufi poet,

kindly rise from the grave and

open the next pages of

love and communal brotherhood.”

Chairman Sir, the budget of every household has been derailed due to
massive price-rise. The women are feeling the pinch of price-rise the most.
Today the women of India are addressing Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in this

way :-
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“O economist Dr. Manmohan Singh, kindly use your wisdom and open the
next pages of your great books on economics and come up with some solution

regarding the sky-rocketing prices and inflation.”
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ST, Tgae gare Rig (dermett): [l weled, SRSt ANl 9 GaEd S w9 B H S9 A9l
HEME TR Al Rifh BRIl Al B a1 HAGR T8l sl § qqE drear § & wgms @
IR TR fquell g a1 IR W TFpR AN fh WRBR FhATR 81 Q| offh Ifs 39 R
T B S 2, WSl 8 Sl 6, (VAHF) TG IEH B AT R DY VP 8 S 6, o
9gd o) BRI 2. (FagH) # |adT Herhls BRIl HEs VAl gEerl 9w § o aW
AT s MR € AfeT e A, fRE, ReR iR IaHrft e g #1 S
JATART W IR © AfpT 9 3T Whd ol g9 A W URAM © Al 7 AT ST dehd 2l
WWWW@%%WW%%W@W@@W@%I

Ig fquiy TR ve © 3R faufRy TR &1 I8 § % WeR 1 |G F TR q@E
3T 8, S AX B H g ! B! 8l 5, H Afadl T8 gl A-d A H HEMS TA B
SR, b & SR TR SRl W o ©, (el HETs 96 g | ISR RS W6 |
TRE B BT H U T, AT AETS 9 T | ASHTR TRE WhIH WH B oMU a1 JeTs GH
&l SR | g wR H wETE 9¢ jE §, gwfery Igl Wt wEmg §dl g1 Al Seh S ol
D WE A F-AGT T o T &1 ga= 7 N, fod A SN, G AA O, o SRre off, s
SECATera S & TRE F WA 9979 31 B

T faufy TR 9 98 € 5 Nl & @ 7ord iR Raadrs 81 @ gl WAR THR
T B UE 989 T R I, T8 Y B, Afh 989 B RN Aded 8, IR-AR I8 §g, AL
e TE, B! T, dfep HEMS Fedl el AfpT ARPR IR-IR T Bl 8, DR o PEl ©
5 72mE @ R R 7@ A BEG & wWR W a0 At Ermifa 9 Bied § e
=T &1 2| faT HATer g1 gHaR Bl SN Ueb Al § Bl A1 © [ 39 Al & Ao 7E A
B TEMS BT 3l HF M B SENS Bl I B qEH IR GBS TR, S9b 918 o
HH DI DI IANG 81 TS 2| I8 qAM W AR 2 6 Sarelt 9 7SS 8w AR Asi =l
T B T 6 SIS Hegy, AES Bl A% BN AR JeA ghg A |

weled, # o1 favgell W ool 91d deAr @edr § - el B anfee A F@ar o -
AT B, A AT, AIOTH ALY (B, A S[RIA 3MSCH AU, ER, SR G 9 3MeHT
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T 1R IS, S8 AT Bx QAT S| AT TR b SWIATA Bl AT, 3MHoT & ST Bl
Aol BT T B AT S0 AfPT 319 B Tol WA B, MO B ST Bl Aol 74 §
3R TRIF 3Mged I &l I8 1 AT e B ©l ‘ol Vb SR, M e T4re |
JoRi SN ST BT HEl § [ ISl TRG TAS 8, IT! e T g 21 AfGT Fr sy
TR T4 8, AT TG B AP & T A9 2, PR AAR & Hed © [P oy ARBR Bl
HYR &, ST SHREN A @ oy B T8l {Har] Il F-RAT S 9979 o 8, 39 W A
Ry R 9 2

39 e 9 W fAuRy TR v 2 P - iR WaRad U o §, IR Ry
aTel AN A 2| U a H AL FHed ¢| Y I8 BT 991 T8l AT 2| IS $Y dreA @
g BE TB dd @ gl H WHR § BIS HRIEAeE W 78 E@ar gl 9N WHR F Hude
AT g1 S BT I R BM 8, FT AT 8, 39 AGA 8l &l 3o fifivd R $& R 989
g8 off, fifive W Ued &1l § Farar Io1 o, FAl Sff IR | M 999 § % I & g
B FT BN IR ST AR 3 ST |01 Yo & T 5l ITDhT &R & AT | 8F
FATOT QRN PR ofil, TRl DI B 80 Q@ B ol 3§ o7edel Hewedl 7 SS9 R AT DI
1 g, Al IH W q89 gorg SR A1 are-faare 8| i {9 @ qrew € 8 @ P
TR ST fAUET 7 IFB! ARl g% 31 © 3R I8 A $B B o dd w® &) H I8 W
Edr g f& wda &1 9gd 9WIa ¥l 39 SRV HES W AN 9918 2 AR AR I, a1,
JMeT, e, ol MM Aol B A87Ts gl fd™ & d1d, PREM & AT AR Il Jmawd
ST FRIA0 & BRN? §9 a9 9 YUl &R had YA I8 5, AP AW Pl 8l @ 27 HEs
9¢ B & 8| B PP PO UM I I&dl 8] B Jarel TR U IV I8 o A9 AR A
A & 6 AEs 2 HEE w6 8 @ 2| WRG 9% g, & 9K fIgR 49 gan, Al asdhi W
IR AR ol fb HqEwmg Aepl, diE <M, TE A1 BN FeFbl S| I§ TG PO G, olfcbl WRDR
& TE THD BIS gdTs el gl T8t W ff a9 8 W@ g 99 W W BIE g T8 2| DHae
J-fA &1 81 @ g
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Heled, § W W0 { Yol g & aiel HRAR A T BIIE 8, AR IqD! 98 B A
JMYBT FT TS 87 ARBR B 9P oA | 9T BRER & fog Sig f[¥ar @ S &=
arell 7 e foar {6 are SRER A ey T8 gad! ¢ AT SY argel DRER Bl a1 @l
BAT 8| AT I (B 3R TG DT GRSl &7 q¥al PREAR A [FABT BrRIET 87 AT i
arIe] HRIAR DI Al 8 &7 ... (AGHT) 8 BHed & fb ISl D G DA DI | DR Dedl &
fop g M quid oS 9@ € 8, gUfy 7 g¢ €1 4 8 T I8 87 AR BT R HIG
g7 fpuri 1 a1 firerar 87 Are IS 81, e Bol-Weoll 8 Wb W 9 I &l § wial |
Tl gl IR H IR g, 98 A qudl § 5 59 9ol &1 9 R 87 Feoll 2 Wy fHhar g
el § g8 Aeoll 15 W fhell §l 98 Feoll focell W 15 WUY U 81 IUad DI U1 TE
e <1 21 9 foran & fami & w1t &1 &M qel, fhaMl o7 oo fadr a1 89 A 98 od
fp areeT WIS o1 IUHIERT BT Fed HR| ... (Fae) fpam o1 T fiet @1 & a1 5 Faf <@
2? IUD! AT IR Fg R TS o 27 A BF YO Aed © b I qtel Afa Fem
H IUBI T WART 87 3T M R 8! il dTed &7 SAfeTy # MR T fh IRPR
@ fwaar Fferran, daeTdnar ok W R, fFam R 8 & SR dams 96 &
gl HEME Wb TEl W © R T & TP PIg gollol (W @ ] WDHR AR 3R R8T
el B WRPR, ARPR e fwd & s Rwd! 81 89 deiRed Sd1d dred 81 3= &
B TS FST A M AR & 3R Bl & [HAFAT 71t B HAa a4 $¢ [ &l 4
TS Bl AW TGN & faU a9 qiel NI &1 d&9 7 90T R a1 gl = I B g
FET AT AR & 3R BNl MY < fh iR H 7 &M g8 & SR fHar &1 e 8l @
gl R w999 @7 R ®, A Jue U 9§ %9 # 98 A T8 € jE R
IFD! AR Tl g8 TS dIN T 3Tl B BN IAD oIy 3Tl Well &, dedi b
Yels 8, dls ©, PUSI ¢ AR TFex Bl SIvdl & ¥ 3T 9 B &l 99R ha W IR W
AR, WWW@@%I...(@)E

HElqd, o9 Wil & f6ar @ oR ¥ SIS € 3R 98 99 Pl 3MYR & A SHHI &M
HT 1| 99 FEl IS WRBR AT AN B NEH H gl T, IS-q$ Al J Tl T[T Al
ST IM T 8 1, I8 AT & I, A AT B AT SAY 3 I HI Hedl, deAl

AT, A ST WX B <X 81, Jdold ATl WX F AT DI B 20 BIgal F SATET B AT

RITET T 81, VAT BT a9 H AUH] B bl 87 MY T T&1 A1 DA a9 87 569
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fepar 1 S am e iR bR 3 SuHiae &1 |1 |gferad 8rfl| gafay 311 ¥ o,
fopaferar ATl &1 I8 Id TR 3 T BT Hedl, §a1 JIF T AR & <X &, I 20
RS, HANY B, SAE TEl 8, Saih I8 Bl & 50 WWC, 80 WWE AR 100 URAC| S
fPae & W # oM € A 98 WK ¢ 3R 99 9% 99R A & T A1 SEHT M G,
R 81 T A 99 W H T & Y| 98 fha @Rien SR A1 S¥dT 7 99 STl
21 B BREMAT ATA D HIAT AN I S AT o1 AT & A1 S 1 ga18 8, S W dRAE |
STfed A 8, # G | WA IRaT § 5 SHP1 I dadelc dRd @l | dFd § al
WY 3R IR § SUHT & § 99 WIU| N § Ui W97 3R IR § 98 gdTs 31Maeh!
T WY B fFerfl| ST g 8, SU Bl <@ Tl T8l 8, I DIs Y8 dral T8 ol 9
T HREMAT AT 8, SHHT Al /G Aol R ool g

HEIGd, § D] WH B <1 dledl §, Jgi ¥ad Bl 91 81 @l 2| 379 gdTs 8l &l
g, Ifth 75T 9T ST &7 8, 98 ©b &l ol &1 2| HEs i el <&l §| AIg WeH B Bl
8 B WRBR R A T8 B ATEd 87 H U8 heiRibell YO aTedl &l 98 39 i
TE BT AR 27 ULER T Al q8 DS B T Uifetfedha A Bl Meft < = T 3R
e B © [P Ig ST I IMMATST g1 AN S DI B of O B 8, el IRA I8, 7 Ble-
BIC AS®H, ASHI HT S 6 AMHUTA FIT 57 DA o-ofdbR WICl WIFd TG AN DI ITell
f&rar &1 B 2 el 2. (F9um)

HEIcy, U HETs bl Fdldl gl Tid, Tg & S 9= ¢, d A, HUsl, AbM 3R TdTs
& fIg &AW | I8 ITdT qad §l I8 AN &1 Fqard ©l HAST B RS g, Fomaar |
2002 ¥ Wd ga1m AT, Al 99 B MY, U 9§ F Yg B ALY AT| ABR 7 TR dgeaehr B,
HRMAT HHC!, TIYAUHSN, SER 39 99 W HHS), daN WA 81 T, d 37 37T
RATE PR T | IUBT Bl ARAN, IUPBT Dlg BIISIIE ol 8, AV b Ig TN&] Bl
[ATA gl TGl & FATd Bl Ve DI gfe I <@ & [ FCrRll, BTl I8 NG & 9ard 3l
TS ST BT AT M ST 8 A AR AN b1 81 A &| I§ WSWId 8, 9d dP g Hedd
T, T4 qP TR DI FART Bl R, (B B AR B RE AN DI, TG DI, WRBR
H S T8l SIRAT, 9 I 59 < H DIATEd Wb dlell 6l o) o $9 ARd H B g9 R
gfoer 8, fraad SR 3 $od iR fhaa! a7t § o gl fham, doigy, Ao e

fTardTe, 98T !, &l o1 8 bl S |
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S AT g (3]R): AT GUIORT SN, S g 3 WY del 17 P 12 IR 39 vy
R TI-9HT W Fed H 91 8 g@l ©, d8 a1 aleNTs of & B

[ATART SN, A AEd (ARl St S 984 3w Wi W 49 a @l olfhe ud
o @1 2 fF wE T FE wame B g9 wes & g W e fafea @ anfy o frah
fARaRE fowt =1fey off, a8 781 8, dad ard 2t &1 S Tea W Fa1 T fr add et
Bl 21 Bt Fed 2 6 S e R & fofg 72 & Srerr us, SiR 98 A S wEs @
qRIT H A @ T, AU ged P GHSARN © b Je, 3R I w1 7 A 4 AA e Uh
e gu 8 < WM, g7 AWE H U QT e Riam gu Al &, offe e 89 &=
g, I% favama w@d gU #HEE & Fadl §, Afh IR T BT 87 AES o1 9gdl & 9§
3R faem &% = or & Bl

TGy, dadl HeWs 3R Hedl [AdrN o) &l I8 forF 3ol 8aR I © 3R g9 U8
HEN AT 6 &9 FEE HH B | Ja S 81 8T 8 SR I§ FaH SH-EE, Far q
g I6 B B 2 B TR e w1 O, e 8 ah% € T 9gd 93 e € iR s
ST 91 R Bl 9 v B8 I & 6 AEs B 99y R R T8 B A e
Babdll, fapr ) ywifad erftl # o Al A vee #E S 9 fF fewer 9 I8 9|
B8 W® & - T IA YW Hl DI I§ BT AR © (ORIl AU Y@ Bl A= qE 8, S
I Fe@ ® U H WHI-GAT WX A I SleM @ o ) @ 27 fhae a8 e oifl
1A 1 X & - 1 S e DI, S e R #8d BT B a6 W AR A Yed Y U 9 B
T RGN & U T8 < U1 @ 2?7 R I I A AR © e qA S H gere w3
ST | HE dTedl g [ d o9 fhl AR & o1ede e o, [l MR .YH.UW. B AMBRI Rl
g1 T wae #5Y € ST AifenTa ot o 81 AR B 99T SR 9 39 $dT W 90 €, afe
gl HH-H a1 & 6 ga 7 S W T BN IADT W AU AOGY § RAih AL
DI TS DI el gl TS B AII-AY AFHSA B WA W T, 39 HABHSA B Wl
HT TGN A W B AT ASMHIN, DA I IH1, B Th 1T BIS o1 377dl © 3R
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S A © 6 ST0IeE & aR H T & B e’ o 99 Wy & faw @A 9,
IB g1 M W 9 AT Fer a1 - “Inflation, in India, is within tolerable limits.”
I o9 4 fad #2A E A All is well, o AT SR 39S PO 8 QA I1) AR Uiferdl
e 3T 2 3R $eRe X 9¢ 9 21 98t fow = 9@ I8 w&ft & 9 € @1 ' w0 B
® q1€ ID! X &M H Il & P 8, a8 Tsas 8 W | I8 P T8l 8 qhdl g, AR
fi I wefic <d € f - “Inflation is high. Food inflation is very high. We are not

sure whether we have all the tools in hands to control food inflation.” @18 ¥ WR&R!
gAD I TR R U A &1 AN QAT I1aT € 3R IR WaR St &l | 3 S 21 a8
femRa it &1 & ¥Wede © 6 g7 Todl © 6 g8y vamuIe 3% PR &1 Regw
Rt Teds &1 Tl E

18.00 hrs.

AR T A G M 2 b s By W W9 PO o

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, it is 6 0’ clock. I have a long list of hon. Members who

want to participate in the discussion. So, can we extend the time by one hour?
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.
MR. CHAIRMAN: I will request all of you to be very brief.

Madam, you can continue your speech.

SAH JRAT WO ¢ 3T IE [T 1 Q@ gU VAT T © [ WA ue AN bl RIed o
& fog @18 AT T a1 FEyiigds R & @ g1 @ @d € a1 gaar @ @ 2
3 QT 9l IR UeERIET o Ol g IR-9R fIerT @Y SrauRen @I 91d 8k ©, SMid
IERIBRUN SR WA B 91 Bidl 8] <ifh T8 A a1 bRd qHY YT oIl ® b fabr b
AR H B HW HRA DI & H T & ol | ARA DI AT, AP, 3MPlal, Hal¥h
faf=rar ofik Ttaxer fafd=rar sefe &1 899 & & =181 @1 899 dadl 3fosdr & M =
B I P! AR g/ oY 3MId ISRHR0 BT feaRT et 11| Afpe S AT &R ot 77
H A A1 59 AT WR g §Y B9 9El a¥ie W 7 SAElfbleRvl BR U1y, 7 e Hl g R
TS UIY, <lfps IeIc! a1 A8 Bl T8 b AN < WIRA B Sl SagRon off {6 S=1a piy 3iR
HEH AMUR, B I~1d HY B IR% A S & & gl f&ar| el &1 grerd farsdt el |
MY fadbrd & 9@ 89 90 PRI §, SAH Fsh I B, fAStell B UF T q°1 S
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GrIETg < BT 1d ST B, A1 Hel T Hel WAl DI S| FPrad 8 Fabdl 2l g W e
® IR W QAT o, b g A oY [P iE & Afa P T AR [GHN BT A DY
firar, safeTt g9 gu=E= 2t Sredl St & 999 Ju=EE U™ s Aol d9Ts, 98 ol |
HEN TG BT I BT &4 H & gY b 7 BT (FA DA I FSH DI a9 ol gY 37T
ST B GSH g HSl aP M § of S b, I B G, I8 9d &AM § g B
WREAT @ (9B B a1d D A A S URYA fIBr B aid AT @l oY, S9H Pal |q
HE IRGTT BRD R AT B ard bal T3, FGA MR (Jbrd a1 Bl gabt W
S, QAP el W Wl BT &1 el @1 AT {6 D Wl Bl [y 8l 7ol Well iR AN
fe-ufifeT &9 el o1 & 7 iR BV B ear ger & T B a1d Bl T 3R 7 & DY
9 ® BH B DI RG LM AT 1 @ 2] DY [HAH HH g F sreot Rars & AJemm d
TR HY TR T, DY [HAM 0 Wl IR Y, $9 19d G T81 ovial [ 39 WHR o
@W%‘E

BH G1d BRA © [PAMI & 0T A% B DI AR K0T A% B F9T 8H I dbi Pl
1 <7 € P & U o5 TE ST B 3 oy B TEl B X € U 9 wE 71 A &
faeprd @ gfe 9, fHaml & faer & gfte F g9R & Jaw & Ja1 w4 R & 8 &
ATl T DY P AT W AN Hel, DA ITdh! IUS DI 31D A 3D oo el, Tl B
T BT e DA fet, s IR H J Aa W B AR, Tg WSB! Hex T8 anft| T8 )R S9d
IR W TS QT ST SAAY ST a1 BT © [P Pel-4-dbel P I DI BAI §l AR S
foq #= St 9, 9 ff 98 99 IR T Y fF I RO B EA A AR W P I A |
BARN TE A B b Bl R A B & A $B 7 $Y gAR A HANI | TAR T8l
B AT DI R P U DI MMALIBAT TSI 1 BH GeR A o AT, 9 A8 B! A1 579 2
I/ I§ ol Al & g &1 At 991 S B Radr & emar agi b1 8 fea
RGAT &1 B IUD! & AR I & B9 e A oM DI A PR ol I qHI AT H Fgr-ern
yreTE Y, I8 BA1 Y ff 81 arel fRufq wg ot € fh areR W g ga P I e A
TEI? T9 BH 91 DA © DEI--bel did TSl Bl g7 1€l DI A H G TS| AR,
AT B9 % €19 H el 1, B <l A Aol IS |

3T 89 1 BRd & AT ATbe oIl H f[depel a8l a1d a1t & g S ar<qd & | 3
B 910 DR © N B f[abrd di| i Y. foerra S @ S 5997 © P e W STer o
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3R e} H g9 S A1 & A o b fabrr &1 T 21 a1 e} H G AR H AT AT

BT &7 T MU Bl BIC ST B TR% &9 QAT 87 I [qbr Bl I-% &7 o b
SUHT IR A a1 € @1 Hal-A-Hel SAe-9-Samal drll & g o &M fierm| a8 d
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DR. K.S. RAO (ELURU): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me this
opportunity to participate in the very important discussion.

In this context, I would request the attention of the hon. Leader of the
House, hon. Leaders of Opposition, Shri Advani Ji, as well as the Members of the
Cabinet, the hon. Finance Minister and even the hon. Prime Minister, who is not
here but he must be hearing us, and also Shri Yashwant Sinha Ji. I have heard
most of the things that he has said and I am equally impressed that every Member
of this House was very keen and very much worried about the living of the rural
people, the farmers, farm labourers, etc.

It 1s well known that 70 per cent of the people are living in the villages, 58
per cent of the people are dependent on agriculture, and more than 50 per cent of
the poor people’s income is far below the poverty IE

But my only apprehension is this. In spite of the fact that we have got to
pay attention to help the farmers and farm labourers, I apprehend that we may be
doing harm to the farming community and farm labourers. My logic is that in
today’s discussion every Member of the Parliament has mainly concentrated on
the price rise in food articles, in food products. It is not a discussion on the
inflation on the industrial or the manufactured goods. It is a discussion on the
food products.

Sir, almost the entire Opposition, including me from the Ruling Party, when
it came to the question of injustice being done to the farming community, said:
“Yes, justice is not being done to the farmer.” All of us are one. But, in today’s
discussion, we are now criticising that there is a price rise on food articles. Sir,
how can it be so? When the Minimum Support Price of paddy was increased from
Rs. 550 per quintal to Rs. 1030 per quintal last year and to Rs. 1110 per quintal
this year — an increase of Rs. 80 per quintal — that means we have doubled the
price of the paddy and equally of many other items whether it is maize or it is ragi
or it is jowar or it is anything else. In that case, while we demand on one side that

the prices must be increased, concrete evidence is there before us, every farmer in
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this country is feeling that the farming profession itself is unremunerative. In the
East Godavari district which has got a perennial supply of water by canal system
under the Godavari Delta, in 1,30,000 acres of land they have declared crop
holiday on the impression that they will lose on the irrigation; they will not gain at
all. What would be the consequences if it is repeated elsewhere also in the
country? I have no intention to gain anything, not to find fault with the Opposition
or not to find fault with anybody else.

Sir, I will just speak a few words about what Yashwant Sinha ji said. Price
rise of food products has become a burden on the common man. Every one of us
1s worried. We do not want it to become a burden on the common man. But, it 1s
a common knowledge that most of the Members are representing the rural areas in
this House. We know what is going on in the fields, in the farms in the villages.
We know it practically; we have seen it with our own eyes. The farmer who was
having 20 acres of land at one time is coming down regularly and ultimately he
may be selling his property or even reducing it to one acre or two acres. On the
other side, a trader, an industrialist is going up every day steeply. A couple of
years back, Ambani’s property was divided between the two brothers and it has
now gone up and multiplied and they are now among the richest men in this
country. We are very happy about it; we have declared that the country is going
up very well. When the farmer is selling his property and has become a farm
coolie in this country, we do not bother. We may speak. But what would be the
consequences? Today’s discussion is on the price rise of food articles. Then the
Finance Minister and the Government will be apprehensive to increase the
Minimum Support Price of the food products any more. Then what would be the
consequences? The farming community will leave that profession and then will
go elsewhere. Do you want it?

Sir, hon. Yashwant Sinha ji has said that inflation is the worst form of
taxation. Who is paying tax in this country? Is a man belonging to the BPL

category paying the tax? Yes, I agree, it may be a damage to the people who are



03.08.2011 165

paying tax. But, they are the rich people? They are the upper-middle class
people? You are also quoting that the price of LPG has gone very high. I agree
that it may be SO.E

But how many people in the rural areas are using LPG? Only about 9 per
cent people of the rural areas are using LPG in this country. Are we worried about
that 9 per cent of the people now?

He also said about the increase in the prices of kerosene. I agree with him.
Kerosene is a commodity which is being used exclusively by the poor people in
the rural areas. That is the reason why this Government has not increased the
price of kerosene for the last seven years.

He also said that the BJP had lost the election in 2004 because of the
increase in the price of kerosene. I appreciate your point. You had also lost the
election in Delhi because of increase in the price of onion. I agree your caution to
the Government.

He also said that the interest rates have been increased 11 times by the RBI.
I am in agreement with you. Right from the beginning, in this House, I am
begging, I am fighting and saying that the increase of interest rates is a calamity to
this country. Why many of the Muslim countries are not charging any interest
rate? Why the rate of interest in all the developed countries is only two per cent or
three per cent or four per cent? How do you expect that the prices would not go
up when you are charging 14 per cent from the Government Institutions? If the
banks are charging 14 per cent of interest, then what would be the market rate of
interest? If somebody has to purchase paddy and keep it in his house, he would be
paying interest and the price of the paddy would be going up. I agree with you
that the interest rate should not be increased in that magnitude. They must be
brought down. I am happy, at least to the extent of rural areas, to the extent of
farming community, the Government has realised that the interest rate for the

farmers and the poor people has to be brought down to about four per cent. [
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requested the Government many a time that the farmers should not be charged any
interest at all.

Shri Yashwant Sinhaji was telling that during the last year, the Indian
corporate sector has invested 44 billion dollars outside the country. He also said
that it is an insult or it is a pathetic condition. Does it mean that the western
investors or multi-nationals who are coming here are fools? Are they doing
damage or harm to their own country? Is it an indication that they become
paupers? It clearly indicates that this country has come to a stage where the
competition has become more and the margin in their trade is coming down. That
is the reason why they are going outside the country for getting greener pastures.
SHRI UDAY SINGH: Mr. Rao, even the foreign investors are having lesser
confidence and that is why, they do not invest here any more.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let him continue.

DR. K.S. RAO: I agree with hon. Yashwant Sinhaji that the future markets of
foodgrains are to be banned. Ours is a country where 58 per cent of the people are
depending on agriculture. In the USA, only 2 per cent people are depending on
agriculture. They may make trade; they may make future trading but not us. It
does not help our people. I remember that at one time future trading is suspended.
It has to be banned. There is no doubt about it. But we cannot sacrifice the
interests of the farming community or the rural people who are in large number in
this country.

He was also telling that the FDA is not to be permitted in retail trade. I
have also got an apprehension that it would not be in the interest of the country
because a large number of the people are living on it. The only thing is that. The
bigger people should not be allowed to black-market or hoard so that there is no
increase in the priceS.E

Everyone is with you on that and we have no two thoughts about it.

Sir, you also said that during the drought period, you had given thousands

and thousands of tonnes of rice to Andhra Pradesh under the Food for Work
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Programme. But Shri Sinha ji, that was the reason why TDP lost the power in
Andhra Pradesh. I will explain why it had lost the power in Andhra Pradesh.
Thousands and thousands of tonnes of rice were taken to Andhra Pradesh but they
were not properly delivered to the poorer sections of the society. The Party
workers of Telugu Desam had sold truckloads of rice when they have not even
reached the villages, and even the Ministers of that Government were involved in
this. The people who could not purchase a cycle in the village started purchasing
Maruti Cars because of this Food for Work Programme and every villager was an
eyewitness to that. That had created jealousy and enmity, and one could
understand how these people were making huge money by misusing the rice. That
was the reason why they lost their Government.

Shri Sinha ji also said that the food grains are getting rotten everywhere
when they are stored outside due to lack of storage facility. That is the reason why
I have made one request to the hon. Finance Minister. Sir, there is a good crop in
this country this year, about 240 million tonnes of food grains but we have no
storage facility to stock it. The food grains are being stored in high schools,
elementary schools and wherever they find a place. That will come in the way of
education of the students also. Sometimes, they are storing these food grains in
open in those schools. Now that the rainy season has come; not only in the
godowns but also outside, the food grains are getting damaged. What is the use of
getting the food grains damaged? So, my humble request to the Government is that
— I have given it in writing — at least this year when there is a surplus production,
please permit rice to be exported to other countries so that the producers would get
a right price, and if necessary, the Government can create Price Stabilization Fund
charging 10 to 15 per cent of this sale price. Tomorrow, when there is a shortage
of food grains in this country, this Price Stabilization Fund could be used for
importing food grains, if necessary. Sir, there is no need for that. Our farmers are

capable of producing any quantity of food grains that we want. They have got that
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motivation and they can adopt the technology in no time. The only thing that is
required 1s a right policy.

Sir, we are importing 50 to 60 lakh tonnes of edible oil and it is costing
about Rs.20,000 crore every year. The Government is giving Rs.15 per kilo gram
as subsidy to the people through supply under PDS. Prof. Thoams, why do you
give Rs.15/- to them? You give half of it to our farmers. We will see that there
will not be any import of edible oil. You are worried that the Opposition would
criticise you if you permit export of non-basmati rice to other countries. That is
the reason why, the Government is not doing that.

Please help the farmers. I am not asking exporting of sugar, pulses and
other commodities which are in short supply in this country. I am saying only that
those commodities which are in surplus in this country can be exported.

I agree that they have a feeling that they are getting the Food Security Bill
by which they have to supply to every citizen in this country, and we require four
times of the quantity of food grains. You said in the morning that while the buffer
stock norms are only for about 26 million tonnes but they have stored 65.6
millions today and they do not find space.

Sir, you bring the Food Security Bill. We will be happy about it. But
before we come to a stage of implementing that Bill, please permit the export of
non-basmati rice so that the farmers not only will get the right price but also non-
basmati rice will not get rotten, and we will not get a complaint from Shri
Yashwant Sinha. ... (Interruptions)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): You need an answer for that.
... (Interruptions)
DR. K.S. RAO: You can reply when your turn comes. E

Sir, hon. Yashwant Sinhaji said that inflation should not be more than four
per cent. I am also in agreement with him. But when is it possible? It is possible
when we reduce the rates of interest in the country. With 14 per cent to 18 per

cent rates of interest in the market, do you want the inflation to be restricted to
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four per cent? How is it possible? It is impossible with these rates of interests.
However, he is worried about the inflation in the food articles, particularly. But
people are making tonnes of money in several other items.

Dr. Raghuvansh Prasadji was telling about the pharmaceutical industry. If
the cost of production of a drug is Re 1/-, they are selling it at Rs. 50! You
identify such items. Similarly, a corporate man who starts his company with
shares of face value of Rs. 10/- per share, in less than two yeas time, the market
value of his company’s share goes to Rs. 3000/- per share. And, we permit it all!
I would ask my friends sitting on the other side as to why do they not ask the
Government to bring such a policy to have a check on all these things? Why
should we all fall on the farmer or a farm labourer?

Sir, you and I know the custom in the village. There is a chain. We use to
give at one time to the farm labourer certain kilograms of paddy towards his wage.
Even today, if we do not give paddy, and when the price of the paddy or the
agricultural product goes up, automatically the wage would go up in the village.
This is the situation in my area and in my State as a whole.

But today, the farmer is not in a position to pay even the wage of the farm
labourer. What is the increase? The Government itself has increased the wage
rate from Rs. 62 to Rs. 131, now. The actual normal wage that is being secured
by a farm labourer in the village is more than Rs. 200, Rs.300.

SHRI HUKMADEO NARAYAN YADAV (MADHUBANI): It is Rs. 400 in
Kerala.

DR. K.S. RAO : Yes, it is Rs. 400, even in my own Constituency. That means, is
he a loser?

We are giving rice to all those people through the Pubic Distribution
System. At what rate? It is at Rs. 3 per kilo. It is Rs. 2 per kilo for wheat. Till
yesterday, we have been giving at Rs. 5 and all. We had fixed the price of wheat at
Rs. 4 since 2002. The Government has not increased the prices of food grains for

the last 10 years. Then, who are the people that are affected? It is the educated,
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employed, well to do, middle-class people, who are making all this hue and cry
in the urban areas. There is no hue and cry in the rural areas. Why is this hue and
cry in the urban areas? It is because they can speak to a TV channel; they can
speak to a radio man; they can speak to a newspaper man. That is how we are
hearing all this. But have you ever heard as to what exactly is going on with the
poorer sections of the society in a village? We are representing and reading all the
newspapers: “Oh, everything is going back; this Government has to go.”

Sir, I am not telling all these things because I stand here on this side.
Tomorrow, if they were to be here, I would tell the same thing. Whichever party is
in  Opposition, would promise to the public so many things and say that ‘this
Government is doing harm; they are not understanding the situation; and they are
throwing you out of your feet.” But the same party, which comes and sits in the
Government benches does the same thing. They are also scared to increase the
Minimum Support Price. If we sit in the Opposition, we would also criticize the
Government on the issue of price rise.

So, no Government, no party in the Government is capable of increasing
the Minimum Support Price of the food grains. But I am happy that at least, this
Government has increased the Minimum Support Price; it has rather doubled it.
One day, cutting across party lines, we went to the hon. Prime Minister; and we
also went to Shri Pranab Mukherjeeji. He immediately said: “You Opposition
Party Members have come here and you are asking me to increase the Minimum
Support Price. | am in agreement with you. But tomorrow, you the same persons
would be criticizing me for the price rise.” They had no answer.

Why do you not think as to who are the people who are getting affected?
Seventy per cent of the people who are living in the rural areas are not going to be
affected by the increase in prices of food articles. It is not industrial goods. It is not
manufactured goods. In the city, out of the 30 per cent that are living in the city,

even if you presume that 60 per cent of them are poor, we are catering to 18 per
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cent of them through Public Distribution System at a fixed price, which does not
affect them at all.@

Then, my humble request is this. I will be happy if you ask them to strengthen the
Public Distribution System so that corruption will not be there and there will be
efficiency. Apart from the commodities that we have been distributing through the
Public Distribution System, be it rice or be it wheat, kerosene, edible oil or sugar,
you add tamarind; you add mirchi; and you add all the other items which are
required by the common man. You fix a price. We do not lose.

Today you are spending more than Rs.65,000 crore on food subsidy only.
Added to that, my humble request, which I have been suggesting to the
Government since more than a decade, is that we do not require an FCI. You help
the local poor. Self-Help Groups are there in large number. Today, they are found
to be honest women. Sir, 98 per cent of them are repaying the loans taken by them.
You give them more money from the institutions and ask them to procure the
paddy from the local farmer. The farmer will get more prices. If there were to be a
margin, let the poor people enjoy the margin. They do not need to store the paddy
in your godowns with chemicals and other things which you use. You are not
using the traditional methods of storing the paddy. They can store the paddy in the
traditional methods in the village and you entrust the job of supplying the rice or
wheat to the PDS regularly, at regular intervals, while fixing up how many
villages they have to supply.

The cost of transport, the cost of wastage, the cost of corruption, the cost of
destruction by rats—everything will be avoided, and we can supply it. We can
reduce the cost on food subsidy. I am confident of saving at least 50 per cent. Even
if this 50 per cent were to go, let it go to the poor people in the villages. Let them
do that job but not the commission agents and the factory or rice millers. They will
be very happy. All of us are interested in them only. Why do we not do that?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please wind up.
DR. K.S. RAO: Sir, why do you put a restriction on me?
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MR. CHAIRMAN: It is not restriction. Many Members are interested in
participating. That is why, you please wind up. They are all waiting.
DR. K.S. RAO : I agree.

Sir, I have seen transfer of wealth. Why did the prices go up in the villages?
It 1s true that the purchasing power has gone up in the villages. How much money
is transferred? In 2003-04, the agricultural credit was Rs.75,000 crore. Now, it is
increased by the hon. Finance Minister to Rs.4,75,000 crore. You may find fault
with NREGA. I have also some apprehensions as to how best it is being used but
Rs.40,000 crore is sent to the rural areas. Rs.22,400 crore is sent through the
Health Ministry. In the case of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and other schemes on
education, more than Rs.40,000 crore is sent to the villages. Rs.72,000 crore was
sent to the villages by way of writing off the debts of the farming community.
Lakhs of crores are sent to the villages, to the rural areas. That is the only reason
why they have got some money with them. Now, the poorer sections of the society
are conscious. Their awareness has gone up. They also want to lead a reasonable
life. That is the reason why the demand has gone up.

I do agree that that is not the sole reason, that cannot be the sole reason but
that is the main reason today. We cannot forget that. While their income has gone
up, what is the justice we are doing to the farming community? What is the
principle involved in fixing up the prices for the agricultural products? What is the
principle applied for the fixing up of the prices of industrial products? In the case
of industrial products, if the cost of any input goes up, if there is a little increase in
diesel cost, they will increase the price in 15 days. You will revise the price for
them but we are not thinking of revising the price for a farm product for one year.
Even for that, they will take the statistics of four years back. They depend on that
in fixing up the price because current index has not reached the Government. Who
has to work on behalf of the farmer? Who has to fight on behalf of the farmer? Is
there any rationality in fixing up the price of agricultural products? How much is

the contribution of agriculture to the GDP in this country? It is 14.4 per cent. Sir,
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72 crore people are living on agriculture. Are you satisfied with 14 per cent of the
GDP. 86 per cent of the GDP is being enjoyed by other sections of the society, and
we do not speak anything about it.

Still we say there is price rise. My humble request to all my colleagues is
that you please think once again whether this is an issue to be made and whether
we should dampen down the Government, which will come in the way of the
Finance Minister also tomorrow to increase the priceE

I am of the opinion that though Rs.1110 is being given as MSP for paddy,
they must give Rs.1500. That is what you should fight for. I will be in agreement
with you though we sit here. But you are not asking for that. I would have been
very happy had you picked up a fight with the Government against increase in
prices of fertilizers. I would have been happy had you said that there is no balance
between the economy of the rural areas and the urban areas. We must bring about
a balance of wealth by transferring money to the rural areas. You fight on that.

My humble request to all the people is, please do not try to gain political
mileage by criticizing or by taking up such subjects in Parliament. You make a
scientific analysis. Not more than five to 10 per cent of the people are going to be
affected by the increase in prices of foodgrains. You may kindly rethink on this.
Even if you were to say that there is an increase in the prices, we are in the global
market. Prices of certain commodities are not being decided exclusively by
conditions prevalent in India. They are also being decided by forces outside the
country. While the prices of food commodities outside are going up by 50 per cent
or 100 per cent on certain items, here the maximum price rise was 20 per cent,
which came down to nine or eight per cent today. Should we be worried about
increase in prices of food products now? Even in the case of palm-oil, which is not
available in this country, more than 40 or 50 lakh tonnes of which we are
importing, while there is an increase of 50 per cent outside the country, the
increase in this country is only eight per cent. Is this Government doing damage?

Is this Government doing harm?
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A number of my friends will oppose if the petrol price is increased, if the
diesel price is increased. Suppose they do not increase the prices of petrol and
diesel. What happens? Petrol and diesel are not available in this country. 72 per
cent of our requirement of these commodities has to be imported and the prices of
these commodities are not in our control. The price has gone up in one year from
75 to 116 USD/barrel and you want it not to be increased. Then where do we
absorb this increase? He has to do it in the Budget. Whose money is this? That is
also public money. Instead of putting it in the Budget, he is charging directly from
the consumer. Who is the consumer? Is petrol being consumed by the people
below poverty line? How much quantity of diesel is being consumed by the farmer
and how much quantity is being consumed by the richer sections of society? When
the prices are increased, it is all right if you were to say that farmers have to be
given subsidy. Let us pass on the subsidy directly to the farming community. Let
us pass on the same to the poorer sections of people. But, we are making an alarm.

Similarly, what is the kind of inflation that is prevailing? The inflation
today 1s 9.44 per cent of WPI. The inflation of food items if 8.45 and last year it
was 15.74. Similarly, I can understand that the primary articles have come down
from 21 per cent to 9 per cent. Prices of cereals and pulses have come down from
19.5 per cent to 1.9 per cent. Fuel is not in our hands. That way also, inflation,
more particularly of food items, has not gone up to a degree where the country is
to be alarmed.E

Sir, my only request is that it is not the Central Government only that is
responsible. For example, many of the friends were speaking about the Essential
Commodities Act. I agree that Essential Commodities Act must be strictly
implemented, with no mercy and no consideration for whosoever may be
indulging in violating it. There must not even be the bail for that person. Who is to
implement it? It has to be implemented by the State Government. You find fault
with the Central Government. I do not understand the reason behind it. ...

(Interruptions) It is true that some of the State Governments like Punjab, Andhra
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Pradesh and Haryana are putting tax ranging from 10 per cent to 13.5 per cent on
food grains also, apart from the market cess. That increases the price. If we ask
those States to not put it, they say that they have got only that commodity. ...
(Interruptions) Some other States have got coal, some other States have got oil and
some other States have got something else. There are many other reasons which
are there for difference in the prices of commodities.

My point here is that let us not do harm to the people, let us not do harm to
farm labourers, farmers and rural people by making an alarming criticism of the
Government as if the Government is the sole culprit and it is doing nothing. Please
do not say so. If you do so, I would request all the citizens of this country not to
allow you to go on to the roads to complain against the farmers’ pity, against the
situation of the farmers.

Even I am worried and you are also worried. How can you have a dual
policy? How can you make two kinds of speeches? Six years back, in an all-party
meeting in my constituency, Eluru, I had said that I would come on to the road. |
had asked farmers to unite above the party lines and come to the road, and I would
fight on their behalf. Otherwise, no party, whichever party was ruling, would help
them in the near future.

I am happy and congratulate the hon. Prime Minister, hon. Finance Minister
for having the courage, for having the conviction to change the trend, to change
the policy to implement the inclusive growth to see that the rural areas flourish
with the money, with the wealth instead of urban areas and richer sections of the

society.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, as a special case, those who have got written
speeches, may lay them on the Table of the House. You can just now hand over

them at the Table. They will be taken on record as laid speeches in this discussion.
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ST &1 aREy faan & |
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* Speech was laid on the Table
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" SK. SAIDUL HAQUE (BARDHMAN-DURGAPUR) : The people are
suffering due to the relentless increase in the prices of food items. Food inflation
remains unbearably high. The general inflation rate of 8.62% is making much
burden on the common man. As a result of the spiraling price rise, people,
particularly the common people are groaning. If we compare the prices of some

commodities of 2004 with now, we will see —

2004 2011

(Rs) (Rs)
Rice 12 25
Wheat 05 15
Pulses 28 60
Sugar 16 34
Mustard Oil 33 77

In fact pulses, oils, vegetables have gone out of the reach of common
people.

In this august House, present UPA Government has given assurances many
a time to bring down the price within a short period. But in fact the Government
has practically failed to curb the price rise. Rather, because of its anti-people
policies the price of essential commodities has much risen. In fact, the present
UPA Govt. remains callous to the plight of the people. The Ministers in the UPA
Govt. are giving different and contradictory statements regarding rise and how to
tackle it. But the net result is, people are suffering owing to Government’s failure
to bring down the prices.

The Government has deregulated petrol. And since deregulation petrol
prices have been hiked seven times leading to 20 per cent rise in petrol prices. Oil
companies have increased the price of Petrol twice in a month. The hike amounts

to a steep Rs.5.50 per litre. The present Government has made another blow to the

" Speech was laid on the Table.
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people by increasing the prices of diesel, kerosene and cooking gas. The increase
in the price of diesel by Rs.3 per litre has come at a time when the people are
suffering from all round price rise and the inflation has crossed 9 percent. The
diesel price increase will raise the price of transportation and affect the farmers as
well. The increase in the price of kerosene by Rs.2 per litre will be an added
burden on the poor. The Rs.50/- increase per gas cylinder will also burden the
common people.

If we look at the prices of Petroleum products we will see how it has

increased in last two years. (Delhi price)

2009 2011
(Rs.) (Rs.)
1 Petrol 44.62 63.70
2 Diesel 32.86 4127
3 LPG 304.70 395.35

These prices may vary a bit from state to state. But overall situation in the
country is almost the same. The withdrawal of 5 percentage points in customs
duty on crude oil, which was imposed last year, shows how much taxes are levied
by the Centre to raise revenue and this is the main cause for the high prices of
Petroleum products. Yet, the Government refuses to restructure the taxes on
Petroleum Products and give up ad valorem tax.

The Government has not stopped the speculation through forward trading in
food items and essential commodities.  The export-import measures for
commodities such as onions etc. have fuelled price rise and only helped the private
trading companies to make huge profits.

The price rise of food items have not benefited the farmers. In fact, in
many areas, farmers in distress continue to commit suicides. Farmers are neither
getting remunerative prices nor they are compensated adequately for crop losses.

As a result of increasing fertilizer prices, they are suffering much.
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Hence, I condemn the failure of the Government to curb prices and strongly
demand that the following steps be taken by the Government to check rising
prices:-

1. Prohibit forward trading in food items and essential commodities.

2. End the deregulation of petroleum products, roll back the budgetary
hikes on petroleum products and rationalize the tax structure on
petroleum products.

3. Universalize the Public Distribution System and distribute the excess
foodgrains stocks in F.C.I godowns at BPL rates.

4. Take firm measures against hoarding.

5. Provide remunerative prices to farmers and inputs including fertilizers at
reasonable cost to boost productivity in agriculture.

6. Essential commodity Act be properly implemented.
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*sAa STIsiad T (AREION): dedl g8 e s R # i $8 fIuR yde w9
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39 AETTs & IR H IR IR TeEAT BT HiF feTeRe © |

* Speech was laid on the Table
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et S%¢ # AMdl & WA Sl gde) UaT g3l SHS! 9918 W Uld & G 120 STolk
Jb 9fd O B T 39b d8d UTId, Siold B S §QIV T | offh 3o Al 95-97 Ufd SR
SIeR 8 Y E Al Uil @ e fRdl @ e #RA atell gAY WWBR B S HH B
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*SHRIMATI BOTCHA JHANSI LAKSHMI (VIZINAGARAM): 1
congratulate the UPA Government for taking all measures to control inflation
which is hovering around 8 per cent. We all know that inflation has caused
difficulties for all of us. I do not want to go into the detailed reasons for inflation
due to paucity of time. I am sure UPA Government will make every possible effort
to tackle the problem. I am confident that our Government will succeed in these
efforts. I admit that the poorer sections of the society are the worst hit due to
rising food prices.

Our Government has always taken care to provide remunerative prices to
farmers so that they are encouraged to increase production. This will add to some
extent in inflation. The effect of providing higher prices to farmers is that food
prices in the open market also increase. Therefore, our Government is managing
the economy with prudence so that our development is not affected adversely in
the future because of fiscal deficit. The long term solution to the problem lies in
increasing productivity and production in a diverse range of agriculture
commodities. Although the prices of some cereals, sugar and pulses declined over
the year, the prices of protein sources such as milk, eggs, meat and fish continue to
remain high reflecting structural demand-supply imbalances.

My colleagues would agree with me that the subsidy on petroleum products
has been increasing every year. Therefore, it has become necessary to increase the
prices of petroleum products. If this had not been done, it would not have been
possible for our budget to bear the burden of subsidy and to implement our
programmes for education, health and employment of the poor would have been
adversely affected. Fuel prices, however, remain high, reflecting global trends.
But our Government is committed to ensuring availability of cooking fuels to the
common man at affordable prices. We all know that while prices of petrol and
diesel will be market determined, still our Government is ensuring that the overall

impact on the poor and the vulnerable was minimum.

" Speech was laid on the Table.
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I am happy to note that the Borlaug Institute of South Asia is being
established in India which would make available new and improved seeds and new
technology to the farmers of India and other countries of South Asia. May I know
from the hon. Minister the status of this institute?

In order to contain food inflation, States are also empowered to act against
hoarders of food items, in addition to steps being taken by the Central Government
and RBI. Monsoon has been erratic. It has not been uniform. It is also a cause for
concern.

I hope the Government, in the coming days, will tame the inflation with all

1ts sincere efforts.
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*SHRI N. CHELUVARAYA SWAMY (MANDYA) :- Sir, the UPA Government
has been successful in making false promises in the last seven years. But it has
failed to ensure the successful implementation of any pro-people programme.
People of our country are greatly affected by the rising prices of essential
commodities. Only to satisfy the people, these kinds of discussions are being held
in the Parliament, but the Government has not taken any measures to curb price
rise. No effective steps are being taken by the Government till date. I would like
to point out that unless the Government takes concrete measures to curb the
spiralling prices of food grains it would be difficult for common people to have
atleast two square meals a day. On the other hand people would lose faith in the
system. The UPA Government, which is headed by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh ji, always talks about Aam Admi that is common people but
it has miserably failed to ensure happy life for them.

Sir, as far as Public Distribution System is concerned it is not functioning in
an effective manner. It is very very unfortunate that lakhs of tonnes of foodgrains
are rotting due to lack of proper storage, on the other hand foodgrains are not
made available to the poor people. This is also a reason for escalation of the
prices of essential commodities. Hence I request the Government to take all
necessary steps to streamline the P.D.S functioning.

I would like to point out that these days people from all walks of life are
dependent on petrol, diesel and L.P.G. But prices of these commodities are going
up all the time. There is no control over them. Price of a L.P.G cylinder is now
Rs.420/-. The Government has recently increased Rs.50/- on a L.P.G. cylinder at

one go. 70 percent of people in every villages are using L.P.G. now-a-days.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Kannada
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Farmers are dependent on agriculture equipment and machineries like tractors, for
which diesel is very essential. Small traders, businessmen carry out their business
activities by using two wheelers and three wheelers run by petrol. All these
people are very much affected due to rise in the prices of petrol, diesel, L.P.G. and
Kerosene. But the Government has failed to keep its promises to the common
people of this country.

The UPA Government has promised agriculture subsidy. But till date it has
not been given to our farmers, who are considered the backbone of our nation.
70% of our people are dependent on agriculture. But the Government has not
given priority to solve the problems of our farmers. I would like to suggest a few
things. Minimum support prices for agriculture produce should be increased,
uninterrupted power should be given to farmers at least for 6 hours in three phases.
Farmers do not want free power, but they want quality power. Adequate
minimum support price should be given for all agriculture produce. 1 would like
to suggest to the Government to ensure proper marketing infrastructure for
agriculture and horticulture produce. As of now, there is no proper marketing
facility in many parts of the country. Only when the Government provides
uninterrupted power supply, marketing infrastructure and irrigation facilities to
farmers it would be a great help to our farming community. Due to failure in
power supply, education of the children, particularly in rural area is severely
affected. So I request the Government to ensure uninterrupted power supply for
domestic use also.

I would like to point out that the Union Government is spending crores of
rupees on various developmental schemes. For instance, Rs.40,000 crores have
been allocated for MNREGA. But we are all aware that the scheme is not being
implemented in an effective manner. Many a times we have discussed in this
august House the irregularities in implementation of MNREGA. This fund is not
utilized either to create national asset or to provide employment opportunities to

needy. It is not helpful to land less labourers, and other unemployed people. We
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have seen many Governments introducing one or the other popular programmes.
The ground reality is that the implementation of those schemes have failed due to
lack of supervision. Only to gain cheap popularity such schemes are introduced,
that is why they are not useful for our people. Today, common people in our
country are not able to provide good education to their children. Healthcare is not
accessible to poor people. People are to pay hefty amount ranging from Rs. one
lakh to five lakh to get medical treatment in hospitals, so there is a need for health
insurance to all the people. 1 urge upon the Government to look into this
immediately.

When it comes to identifying BPL population, even after 64 years of
independence our Governments have failed to identify and issue cards to people
living below the poverty line. It is unfortunate, that the Government has also
failed to demarcate the APL and BPL categories. So Government should take
immediate necessary steps immediately to streamline the issuing of BPL cards to
the needy.

Lastly I would like to impress upon the Government through you that they
should take effective measures to curb the price of essential commodities and
ensure effective implementation of pro-people programmes to save the common
people, who are greatly affected due to price rise.

With these words I conclude my speech.
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19.00 hrs.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Before I call the next speaker, I wish to say that we have
already extended the House up to seven o’clock. There are many more Members
who are yet to speak. Further, we have to take the ‘Zero Hour’ after this debate.
Therefore, if the House agrees, we can extend the House further up to eight
o’clock.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): Please extend
the time till the Business is over. Let us finish the debate today so that tomorrow
morning we can have the reply.

MR. CHAIRMAN: If the House agrees, there is no problem.E
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i T T W (F7 [8R): 78Iy, U g 9 AR W dleld &1 did faan, swas foy
# 3TUP! gaTE <l gl # YoM R $9 Wed W gADR AT &1 99 ¥ H W1 g, g IS A1
g g, ¥ <@ar € 5 R IR ) wed g% ol 9ed @ Bic <gd ¥ 39 favy R =t 2
8, AP SqHI BRIET &1 87 I8l S &7 R =@l 8 @ 8§, SU AR ¥ B Sl rdl B
T W < E gl SADT BRIGT F1 BRN? AT A8 Fd F1 vl 3R fJuer & 9= &1 & 2
ol A B I8 B A BT I @ FIY ¢ STRAT, 3FTST B S 98 ST 89 @l o
TfaR, f9aR &1 oo frarad a3 § SRA @1 AT dleldl {6 oTu |ed # W Mg & an H
=Gl B, olfh IFDBT BIAGT FIT GAT? AT Hedl fb AETg ol fhr WY 9g 71|

HEIGd, BN ARPR B Sl Uiferdl §, 98 S T8l ¢ BN HHON b8l R &, 39 N
H ArET BAN? O B9 gAd dSd © A SHdl Bl U Qoiel o ol |l aiféat Sruer-araen
goiel &l &l SR 99 Y e 99 2009 H gAE Sl A [IFDB! RE A Qoisl AT AT
“BIUF BT B, ST B AN UD gER Yois # forar wAm b B B g, Al fed H
HEMg DA BN, 7 oA B I 100 T A ST Q7 [oR T &, AT s oI HH T8l
BT 3R U@ d6 T & Hed 98 M1 3R BRI g6 ATl T dreld & b 3 ol
uTfelITe aTel 8, IferITie SR 3IRM R4 8l, ARM A WK 8, TNg ARl & IR § o
drad el 81l S gdIy Tade 8, 98 A a9 Rl H B9 T 81 S Hed 961 BT BRUN BRI
gl oR1 Aresgelt & dreren €, fagw § S w99 &1 g 2 gAY drerar € 6 e gL 'w
facer § w1 g9 o AR 37 qb b1, fhan g fagw W dlie s, g faw #A S A
TE IATT Bl 39D IR H $© T8 Al Bl Bren 97 fhes uw g, A8 W S/ A8 drern 27
3P IR § ft T garn a1 fBR o @1s ATt § R fHA1? fhaq IR USre T g der,

fhae IR SISl BT T FRIT? O Uil 3R STl BT G dodl § df 98 I & 12 g9 4

SN BT & SR, AI6IRERl & TEM BT Sl Jlel Bl 8, Wd H & dedl g, (agm)
SHIER ® U S, §HMER & T SISl A1 98 diadl @ [P 5 eI 9¢ T § Hifh
Ucrel, SISl Bl &M §6 T 8] ghaR... (Fad) 8 et diedl gl a1 Aidl, qs |rel H 12-
13 IR FEME W a1 gEl.. (@) 9d, UG R HIEE B T B T8, 8 W9 T,
S 9¢ AT, HAAH BT g ft 9g 17| HAAA T & AT I R 7, s g fastelt
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& B 21 BF Al UHG 21 BH dad frerdr 8 offdh g § S Y@ Al R8d 8, Sl HolgR
BT 2, S9d U fastell T8 Bkt ¥ ST & 7 24 ST B U oflek WA T 9§ T
D] Tad fHAM & FW USdl ¢l TAN 39 gl F T BIIS 27 WHR Pl "B I IR
T Ay B T e @ agd AEE A8 AT 8, (@au) fqw 7 A o et e
g 3R gAN I8l far 31 |fews! TE ferdt 21 891 [P e S ... (Sger)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please wind up.

... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) ..."
AN T T W (A AER): &R < $1 FAE S BAd I 8, ITBT I A Fque
TS <A1 @1feg | AifBfew... (@r@em) Red & &, Mia d Js TE € Ta § o WY Jlawd

RISy, IRBR Bl 3T Tl & b 7SS HH Bl

... (Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN : Please wind up. We have to finish this by 7.30 p.m.
Shri Joseph Toppo, you may start. Nothing else will go on record.

(Interruptions) ... *

* Not recorded.
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*} TFea SIRET (STelie): HEMTS I 377 ST WREH © | SUA BIs §PR T8l BR
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® DA IAT B @ U B | b H PR Bl qqrl @redl § b g9 "Eg |
IcUTeehi B (fhar=i 1) BIs o9 T8l ugdr & | {5 =Sl & aM PR PN AN Ud
T AN B RIBIRT W =S Bl 8, 9 oW fRR € | =g 9 Mg 81 AT Ay,
A B B W Ul A B bl HH © Rifch ABR 1 HH 8 Fel Al b
IAE Pl g & folU IOy FaRN &1 8 | B iR dferal &\ ft feam &
TR W RR 2 | afeth o 4§ A1 S WIS AR AT Bl BT H BAT 3ATS & | Bl AR
Foll AR ¥ AU A U © FITh gD fAhdlell Pl HHIEH 91 § | 9 W IR |
T B Siad & oy ST 9eM W AOR © | el @1 31 sawasdhdmall o
arrard, Fafdear, Rien, gRaed, AR saiie | 318 HeTs W) wde & Hl By ==l
BT 81, ey I8 9l WRaR 7 o gef | < a2 | ed = a1l § 76 iR
Heb b BT # T A A g g © | ol SO ud #fSa diersii #
ool A9 A1l § & 1 B9 gof 2 | Rfhedr awer @ ot avg el gl | ¢ |
Siac’l B Wi, 39H by A1 gig g © | R 1 9T 89 | 8ic 9 B a1 ©
foT I\ 3t BT B oFT USAl © | WRBR T FfFd i T8 dxal | feae
TATSAT B M WRBN R0 7 B, 39 URGR DI g1 A1y |

FAT YA FART ISRIBRY & H W AR & galel Bl ST A8y ? O T8 DR
IR I T R SgfaEnett @ Ao gl # W 9 fRaT yER T R TE e W R E
T Hull, R TRl iR Fawer &1 01 3T 8, a1 39 S IR0 S9dl 9 a9 & 2l
WRBHR AT A JHad a1 931 § A1 JIH BIC & e R Sfid B @ 8 | WIR &R R
USrdl, SIoTet 31 BXe] 1 &1 B i FHY ARSI Bl BT §aTell <l & olfhe Xl
T QIR dd PUHAT § Hhel YR T AWSEl T8) &l | gdr a8l fhas s3I W e

IR S5l | 3T el &1 faRig 81 @1 2 | 9i9fd I 9oR § 31 w0 Ufq ofie} Sude §

* Speech was laid on the Table
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Jern 39e e A fHam & wi (Gaey, Ui dc onfe) wRe 81 w £ | feami g™
saa Ry fear o @1 € | # gdE <A1 aredn g 5 om arel wwa # w@re uereif @t
AT A1 3R gt ifh o 9§ & goic d ISP GfUS! W U 89N BIe WAl HH hY
& g | gRam vd oy SRS fisd Are ¥ 9@ 9% 10 URRd #7E @ g € 91 o drdl
TP 1 ASHl H 39 3R A B B TAR § | 9 HE 8 T & A B 40 IR RIS
R I MG H WG A A g § | Soiel Shgid B B AN T | Aded Wl al
SAEH oNTd de1 fAfPad © | ¥ # -1 &1 9ol Il & 8 | Bl 3R Feoft dl
TR PR & [ H YD Uh IUN qA g, Oy Ao RN+ Y SrgAifed fhar & |
SYHIRT MR framl & i Ha-fey I9R 90 F Q1 &1 BrIer 8 gl s oAt 38
H BRI WRGR 7 Feofl fHami BT IR SUael &R | & =i iR R 120 Uit agawern
B, S8l fHAH B qeR A WY g B | 99 P GaR W I8 W fow@r § 99 a6
TRE B e # i T8 FRd 99 9% T gaig Bl & A 70 TR ST 20,
ST R el =em & fog aoeR <2 i |

# 3MIPT &I IR IS & gooids, THES TR B MR o ST @redt g, gt favra
A el § R B DR, YEERI B9 1700 HAE 7 g9 A1 A € | # By aR dld
T ¥ g8 B TG B G § 39 AUy B IorT g offhT WReR gN fhdY ¥ dkg & Ed
B TE el Y |

A Sed AT < §acids dl @AY, TRl © BROT AT AN ADI G DI IS
H GHT U 8, S9DT A F5E forn, AfhT IRER B IR A BIs ddedr WY Ta T8 B TSl
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TRl BT HRU T AoIgR AfdT T o § 50 W0 HAMT & A1 §a gonafa afad
T foT d 50 BOIR BT € | 59 W § S+l SRTATAT <l Ol Weball & | 31T MeEl d @
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B ¥ HH I© GRIOMR 11 e 9g | &R TR @fd w1 R, fecn Miges Suder
BT MY qAT Glell B1T DI AR & b1 B a1 Sy | fbam & wa § arl, f&ore,
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat. Shri Toppo, you may start now. If you
do not start your speech, I will call the next hon. Member.
... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: That will not go on record. Shri Toppo may start now.

(Interruptions) ... ~

S A% Sl (AYR) ¢ FHIIRT Sff, $9 T9R Aol TR 39S g dlel b1 Hibl o, g9
forg # amue! g=rare <@ gl

AEIGd, § Bad IR Uged W I dol| Ugidl 3R Sod IR 37 wafist od § 3R
fhTep! TS T € - Sl 991 91 HUMAT €, WRIRR 8, $93! <d &l Ugid 3R vl & M
e A IAIA® Wi & W §¢ Y, NUICYE & S d¢ U] 39 e feae ik
e WX SRR Bl XET & «fheT MU gl & WIS & %@ &1 99 b Y &lh A W
Dol T8l DY, BIS AUD P H T8l Y| B8 IS AWAR H W & b ATD HeRi A
a1 oMo S W& ® ofdd TR Sy w3l 7 99 % 3Is e T8 fRan| 99 o @y
3Tl ARE W R W g8 SIS AT fhas AT @1 gobd A? I Xl Bl TS} & A T9T g3
TS S AT, WAl H ISl GaAT 3TN TS AT, MMl H TS IS qS 11, IABT Dl [2Tq
TE ¥ fpT TR Sy # Sff 2 9gd o W uaT e T I ISTER0T Sh] AHE S F,
B o wHel § T8 Tl § Yo dred § 5 99 ARhR & U S B WSRO A o ot
3 W AT & 87 AT AN FT AN 6 27 AR IR fHamEi 1 fha e & w
TS 1 S<UTe (a1, IqHT qM W D! T8l e afeh R g8 s e 81 |
IS I ST o1 Y@ H faaRa & fear Srar A fbaar st giar? o | Aifa @ ard
diel X € QifebT a1 Nfd B a1 dief 2 87 390 Y@ bl oY el el jeT g, fhar o @
$B e el 81 21 3y ARl & U 7 T 87 oy e Y w1 qeferd|

ARGy, § dEr aedt g b st TR Tl & forg ag S Wy feam g, U §gd
%9 2l VAl =dl B ofdl Il ARy AT 39 W A O By IR Aigal &1 W did bl 984
geol 2| # arEdr g 5 suar o g e iR g HE St & SR H S g

* Not recorded.
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A | HE A T B O UF Ge | Bl A1 {6 $B UioR Mdrdar, g9l S9at R
SR 3T FHARIT BT FHTE HR | RIT T MY Ay e

BAR T8I A § geAYF ¥ a1 Uil g9er 98d1 Bl § IR 89 AN TFels § ORe
g 3R T WG fHAE a1 et & elt F7 B =9 @ 7l 9 IR fhaier ) e
Wd H U @ Iy I9 @ g, offh gedgd H fha Ul a)a1 81 8T 21 R S g B
Rrars & v 99 @ § o 90 a1 fpam! &1 fhael SUsR 8l 89R I8l [ 3¢ 9§ g8l
U T Fhd § STEl g gsdl gl BAR I@ a1 Wil U 2 SR S 9gd $Y 8 ddhdr ol
fh SHdT DI qHIETT T B

HeIy, 3TS1 BAN 9¥ & H 16 37 83 ol U ¥ 89 «Rl &I gled ©R14 g, 3R 984
F AR @ U TE BN R B WX 21 9 U Pl SWR 37T g8 of S al ud! 9 B
forg et firerar| &9 T dad @7 U g 9N 9] o X2 € A g9 Al U arR H O
B ST I €, SABT Pls SYANT 81 81 &1 &l 3R U PIs T T8l 8N, DIy o Had
WRBR el orgHl, @ fhdt Se @ wrm, fhelt wre | 4rg gl oy < b a6 @
HRUT g81 s W 81 T 2l 39 v H fhay € fhae TR @ Ul ST W, 9HH, 'Y
{9 d1¢ H 98 AT Afhs IHS Iy BIs ST &1 A M1, Iqdh! $o 8 et &1 gl fhe
fopam ST fPd dRE HY? 3R MU oW 59 Fal &l fFR=0 &xd, 398 I Ul Hhraidy
ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁéﬁ,gﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁéﬁa‘ra@amﬁmlg

F oM axar g 5 gwe fou v o Ay e Rl Smoh afy e o a6
JMATAHAT § @ & A Ut faam Su, oy a8l &1 gl fha & s iee Rien & forg
SUANT PR A | ATYT J qrer DT HidbT (a1, $9 (oY H AT AR g
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AN ggel FARL (Tip1): AU HEIGY, § MUD! AN g b U Yo ghg W Il &
=Gl | WA ol BT AT fe|

TR, G & HE B ORE 9¢ W 39 WeE W g uW ffvd € ok 3w fawy w
Ugel W B =@l B A 2| O I goT B, A o g g, i S An et
HRA 2, RS TR B € 9 o0 9878 & RBR T8 8 &1 9 Hedls B 7R 37| ASH!
3l BT & $HHI T 39 JATH! DI 7 R8T & IR 39D RbR #ezw iy 3R e weqd
Ty TRaR 8, Rrad s o)X 9 e iR Iferi -8k &9 aidt o W& 21 U k% &d
yrferefiiel 819 1 STaT R R@ § AR GOl TR 12 YRR A B B H QA GHY BT 9o W
TE I @ 2| TR BT S5O 89 A I g o, 1 *ffdel & dre e g aw o,
STreHT, e, Mo ofiR faaer a1 1 9ga1 gall WeR| 8H 31U 3MMUDT 39 W&l I fhan
FHIET PR o, b IH A I DY G BN, Ol Td H Bl 8, AGGA Bl §, Wl
BRAT B, Wb AN 8l epTel Ul 81 I TS Dl DY G2 BN Ol AR A 3Nl 8, Ao
DA & 3R AP W Yol AAM & <i1d AT &1 89 qUT STy § iR bl 7 foei) &
1 gfaffeea PR &1 ST 89 U+ &3 4 9K € Al AN W Ave-aRe Bl FHWM AR
3T S AHWTBH DI TG dOhR o R Y &l Gbd & 98 NS DI FHRT 8, N Bl
AT B, JEEAT U B FHRAT 8, R TR &1 J&T ST 3 & ©l & Al BYY B
g U3 & oY gat 3iikad SIR-OIR it &1 T8 we’l # ura R gieed § st &
SRATS Wiel arel B 1 feu # Al Uy frd 9 &1 <ifh g a1 |1 g 1R Sa! o
WA B ST 81 B:-B, 3MTS-31MS HEIH 4 a1 Al BUY & SaoiR § I8! ©, oid 8§ S §Id el
g, 9 A Bl STD! ARI ARGSAT A AN 8 SR &1 IMT HH AT N PR @ Ao ol PIA-Al
e &t R B, Fel ¢ AP &1 qer? R o Al & TR B AR 2| el 4R B
TER T 3R & gl TAN [AHNEa 81 &1 R BIET 8, Jd(h A& & B D D &
A S B oAy G AT TE BRI UQ 8| T STod IR A D AR §A AT Dl
oerg oSl offl 79 H o o & arrete BN, R @ Bl & A AR faera g, s
BT IR B MR a=iT| AIfdT U 21 galll 89 afeT I8, A iR T I Bl FARA
W U 21 M9 qA A A MR g 8, gaR fig WSl # 9gd e § WAN U Rl
g 3R 98 T BHHA B AR © b DIy JT 8IS, BHE B 81, I BISI Bl Blgd 1
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DI ST B WY, &H R ®db TSl ol 1§ IR A M1 99 St | 749 fRafa @ @@ e,
are St ff o1 99 SMY1 § 519 Tia gt g AR Bl S g a1 J@ G g 6 @I e
DI Y, dTe Bls W ADR I, RT3 AeH B el 91 Fadl 8° [ @1 I8 it
w31 27 4 B a8 ¥l R 8, W1 SR SR TR B dTF B WTg Bl UIC T8 qehall o
Tq Yol WR AN B drF H SN REe AR W8 g € SR 3 ANl Dl 9D Braal Tel A
Wl Bl IERAGT @ X 9gdl S W@ 7, AES 9! off 38 8 3R TG SATET WG B S &
gl HeH U © A qavd glagsl & fay oxa % €1 g6 Wdeeiiel BT usl Sidsi 3R
AU B A1 g s DI FRIFT B BT SU HRAT svuawaz:&swﬁaﬁ?ﬂﬁ@

31eC 3ol Ufdd & g & 89 39 99wl ¥ fae wod 21 U 7181 © & &4 oW 59
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"SHRI A. SAMPATH (ATTINGAL): No other nation’s central legislature
might have discussed the issue of price rise many times at such a short period. We
all agree in one point, prices are increasing. But we disagree as whom to be
blamed. Let us at least agree that it is not due to the fault of the poor people, the
toiling masses and the working class.

Who gains from the price rise and who loses? I hope there won’t be any
difference of opinion amongst us that the rich becomes richer and the poor poorer.
Whatever relief provided on ad-hoc basis is watered down by the high rate of
inflation. People are not well versed in statistics. They feel the brunt of poverty,
hunger, malnutrition and debt trap, worsening their miserable life.

It 1s the primary duty of a “State”, I mean the Govt, to provide food and
shelter to its citizens, ensure education and health to the entire citizens, and
promising safety to the men and women. But alas, the prices of the basic
necessities are soaring high even while this august house is discussing the
burning issue.

The Government says that we are having bumper harvests and have good
quantity of buffer stocks of food grains. At the same time, we see with our own
eyes, people begging before us for food, children crying for food. How can we
say that the Govt. 1s working to ensure the principles of social justice as
enshrined in our Constitution?

It is the items for daily usage by the common people, I mean the basic
necessities, which are becoming costlier and costlier, and not those luxurious
goods demanded by the rich. Forward trading of food articles leads to hoarding
and black marketing. If we are inviting the MNCs to open multi-Brand retail
outlet chains, then we will be virtually legalizing hoarding and pushing crores of

self-employed small and petty traders and vendors into starvation and despair.

* Speech was laid on the Table
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The sharp increase in the prices of fuel is shocking. Instead of regulating
the prices, the Government of India is opting deregulation and thereby the private
monopoly houses determine the prices of petrol. Was there any time before the
tenure of the UPA-II, that the prices of petroleum products almost doubled? And
their prices were increased about a dozen times during a very short span of two
years?

When we speak of giving subsidy to food and fuel, hue and cry can be seen
and heard from the side of the so-called elite and neo-liberal economists who
swear by the forces of demand and supply. But please answer, who is paying for
the “Revenue foregone” head in every year’s budget? Exemptions in corporate
income Tax, Customs Duty, Excise Duty etc. during the last 6 years have come
to the tune of 21 lakhs of crores of rupees. On the other side, the precious
national wealth of our country is being looted by a small number of individuals.
How can a sovereign socialist, secular democratic nation tolerate all these? It
will be unfortunate for us if somebody critises us as “ loot the nation and kill the
people” have become the rule of the day.

No effective steps are being taken by the Government of India to check the
price rise.  Of course, I agree that there is no magic wand. But people feel
hungry. They find it extremely difficult to exist, to survive.

Now nobody ever hears about land reforms. Even the meager savings are
vanishing just like vapour. The Government of India still talks about the food
security Bill. Let me point out one thing that a legislation to come in future is no
substitute for food. Today is today and it is a reality. This is the 222" anniversary
of the French Revolution. It started as a rebellion against exploitation and torture,
a revolt against those who were insulated with in the walls of luxury. When the
people cried for bread it is heard, that the Queen sarcastically replied “why
bread?, Give them cakes.” We should not behave like those autocrats. This

House reflects the voice of the people. The people demand the strong actions of
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the Government to check the price-rise and for more job opportunities  and not

mere rhetorics of growth and justifications for failures.
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DR. TARUN MANDAL (JAYNAGAR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you for giving
me this opportunity. [ support this Resolution brought forward by Shri Yashwant
Sinha. Despite repeated discussions in the Parliament on earlier occasions, price
reduction in the market has never been visible. I wish that today’s discussion
regarding this issue would not meet with a similar fate.

Sir, I would like to record it in unequivocal terms that it is a failure on the
part of the Government to contain inflation and to curb the rise in prices of
essential commodities, particularly of food grains. At the same time I find no
credibility in the criticism of most of the Opposition Parties because they have
ruled or are still ruling in many of the States where they have equally failed to
contain the rise in prices, or bust out the black marketeers, middlemen and unfair
traders. All out State trading of essential commodities including supply of LPG
domestic gas, essential medicines, petroleum products and more particularly the
food grains can be the only solution to the reduction of prices of essential
commodities and for that stringent application of the Essential Commodities Act is
necessary in all States and it should be initiated by the Central Government
immediately. The black marketeers, unfair traders, hoarders and the market
speculators should be apprehended and given exemplary punishment. I would like
to request the Government to immediately act in this regard.

During the Budget Session of this year, the hon. Finance Minister declared
reduction of subsidies in food grains, fertilizers and the fuel sector and the
catastrophic effects of that are being felt now in the market, particularly in respect
of the petroleum products. It has been de-controlled in line with the
recommendations of the Parikh Committee. We always hear that our Public Sector
Companies are incurring losses but I have never seen any newspaper as media
reporting about them making losses. It is very surprising that our neighbouring
countries which are also importing petroleum from the global market, in countries
like Pakistan, Malaysia, Nepal and Sri Lanka, the prices of petroleum products are

less than what it is in India.
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I have seen the report of the Ministry of Petroleum. In the year 2008-09 our
Public Sector Companies, namely, ONGC earned a profit around more than Rs.
16,000 crore and Indian Oil Corporation had a net profit of around Rs. 3,000 crore
respectively. E

And private companiesEe the Reliance got profit of more than Rs. 22,000
crore. | would like to mention that our Government - I was listening to the
Members who spoke from the Government side — have in effect admitted that it is
helpless and they are unable to control price rise.

In my last point. I would like to say about the way our Finance Minister, at
the time of the presentation of his Budget, sought blessings from Goddess
Lakshmi today also, one of the major speakers told in the House that he does not
have the magic stick in his hands to contain inflation and price rise. My point is
that it is not the question of magic stick or blessings or instability of monsoon or
recession in the global market. My point is, it is the outlook of the Government
as to whether the Government will work for the aam admi or the common people
or its activities will be for the corporate sector, the unfair traders, the black
marketers and the market speculators.

I would urge upon the Government to come down heavily on the market
speculators, the black marketers and the hoarders and implement the Essential

Commodities Act stringently.
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*SHRI M.B. RAJESH (PALAKKAD): Thank you very much for giving me the
opportunity to speak in this important debate on price rise. Madam, we have been
discussing this issue for the third time in the last two years. Last time when we
discussed the same issues, we had passed a unanimous resolution but nothing was
done by the Government to arrest the price rise. Instead the Government has added
fuel to the fire by increasing the price of petrol, diesel, kerosene and LPG for the
last 26 months of UPA II Government, price has been on permanent feature.

Why this inflation/price rise continues unabated? This is because of the
wrong polices of the Government. It is the new liberal policies that are the root
cause of this relentless inflation. There are four major reasons for the continuing
price rise.

Firstly, future trading is the major contributing factor to price rise. The
volume of this speculative trade is many times higher than the actual production of
commodities in the economy. The future trading was first permitted by the former
NDA Government and the UPA had no hesitation in following the line of that
Government. The beneficiaries of forward trading is big business and monopolies
while forward trading leads to a sky-rocketing of prices, the big business makes
huge profits at the expense of common people. The process of inflation erodes the
income and purchasing power of common people and transfer their income into
the hands of big business. So this inflation suits the interests of corporates and
monopolies. This is the class character of inflation. If the Government is sincere in
controlling price, it should first abolish the forward trading. I draw the attention of
the Government to a recommendation of a Parliamentary Standing Committee
which had sought a ban on forward trading. But you ignored it and if you are
serious in curbing price rise. Please accept that recommendation now.

Second reason for the price rise is mindless hikes in the petroleum prices in

the last two years of this Government petrol price was increased by 50% since the

* Speech was laid on the Table
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deregulation of petrol prices in June 2010 alone prices were increased 11 times
and by 30%. The deregulation was again to serve the interests of corporates.
Under the cover of under recoveries which is only a notional loss than an actual
loss, the Government deregulated the petrol price and created a situation where the
prices are increased almost every month. It is also to be noted that the Government
is charging a high rate of taxes on petrol and diesel. On petrol if the central taxes
amounts to more than 50% on diesel, it 1s more than 30%. If the Government
really wants to provide some relief to the people, they should restructure the
present tax rates. These tax rates are by any means higher then those in many de
developing countries.

Thirdly, targeted PDs is another reason which prevent people from any kind
of relief in times of inflation. We the Left has always been demanding universal
PDS but the Government was continuously trying to limit it by a targeted system.
Even the Hon’ble Supreme Court indicted this Government for allowing the
foodgrains to rout at a time when millions of our poor people are suffering from
hunger and malnutrition. Researchers have revealed that per capita foodgrains
unavailability has gone down to such precarious levels that it is almost comparable
to the levels prevailed at the time of Bengal Famine when people are starving,
Corporates in the food business are reaping lucearative profits. This Government
allows the Corporates and monopolies to make profits over poverty and hunger.
Our godowns are filled with foodgrains and still people are starving. What does it
mean? People simply don’t have the purchasing power to buy food.
Universalisation of PDS is the most urgent and inevitable measure to ensure food
to poor people. The Government pleads a resource crunch for universaliation of
PDS. But what is the truth. According to their own NAC (National Advisory
Committee) Rs.88,500/- crore additional allocation is enough to provide 35 per kg.
of foodgrains at the rate of Rs.53 to all Indians without differentiating between

APL and BPL. This amount is almost the half of the amount — Rs.17600 crores
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lost in 2G spectrum scandal. This means that corruption deprives the country from
valuable resources need for the welfare of the poor.

Lastly, it is the neglect of agriculture which is also an important reason.
Along with the price rise, agrarian crises too has become a permanent feature of
this UPA-II regime. According to NCRB statistics, a farmer committee suicide in
every 30 minutes. Farmers have been caught between ever increasing costs of
cultivation due to the withdrawal of subsidies and extreme price volatiles resulting
from import liberalization driven by WTO Agreement and FTAs with various
countries. The policy of neglect of agriculture is evident from declining public
investment in the Sector. Government has not yet implemented the
recommendation of National Commission on Farmers (NCF) that farmers should
be made available loans at the rate of 4% interests without addressing the agrarian
crises, you cannot effectively tackle the issue of price rise.

So what 1s needed is an urgent correction. It is high time for a reversal of
neo-liberal policies which is adversely affecting millions of people.

But the Government is turning a blind eye to the hard realities. Instead they
still prescribe more high doses of neo-liberal policies. The decision to allow 51%
FD in retail trade is such a decision. These wrong policy initiatives will only
worsen the situation.

So if you have any concern for “aam adami” please change your policies
favouring big business and foreign capital, if you don’t, people will have no other

option but to replace you.
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2 HHTER AST (TAM):  TIdIS eel HEIGd, o Usell dR TSl & ¥ dler Bl Al el
gl 3 &1 T # 31 foy | & W0 W oW @ gl & 9 ® SR O 9F gl 8, g
TEell R & ATt &1 At el 21 o R T wed § W@ R & ward W S 989 ® @
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SMUM? S99 B4 & U &9 a1 didl YA SIU? §9 R AR el 9 31U+1-
o dreT W’ g1 sforv fob au™ AT ey ol Bl 31U B & H, 9 ol Y 8, 9=
AT el IS W& Tl AT BT T, ST B BRIE S5 G TS T B A AEE B TS
T 2?59 SIS A B NN Bl ST BT Sh! e gl oS 8, Udld 3R dd Pl gl
PHAT| PR T B! HIAT H AR deIadt Bl 81 A1 34 YHR HAR 7SS gl | BIg
fepaT ot SUTT PR o, BIS fhar H WG B BN GAT o, HES UR DI Tl AT ST Heball
g1 § AR mEmEE S, AR R T S SR A We |RN Bl a9 6 o9
WY 3MMUBT PIg AHAT Il © < Ulal-del & & 9 oy oI € | FRifdh dedl Jof 7 ® 4
faeeft Y &1 Fara B1 B FATAT DT BN 3T FD! HIF 961 od ©, offh 3T Ig Tl
Td & fop 9o B BEd g fpa & fov wrigHe 87 [P R W) S99 &1 < d3ar §
Al e WR AN ST WA B | ITERURAT, T4 Jel Pl S F T § A 9 Alferd dad © 6
el BT SM F T & AR I a9 WSl H gy BR od o] AFfGRT WY & S9! el 4§ I
200 3MEH! AF &A & @1 9 & A W 10 T HT fHmn 9q1 <7 T 39 f29e 4 s
form Sy & S It &1 & fhaaT gl SR TR e 9 T1? ol ART WA ddf |
B T Td ot Brar 21 a9 W Enl Ud R Jd8R | TS o drell It dd W
B iR 81 91 B BIHT BT Barad HRAT Ay

SIRES U Id ¢l I8 U1 99 ©, ¥l §ad Ugel U4 foaeE s gerda fawer ot
gRT 91 gaqa 3y T, 98 aRdfadar ¥ | SIRETS del 3R S A1 uTed 5 ool sIREve &
U ¢ o # Y@ Ud RSN & SR A8 el 8, 3iRd 81, AT @l 2, -t Bl
el & oy dTeR "ol Y B E
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S T8 U el © b a_YA B A € | 98 98l I B forg € M afes o= & fog, Ue
R @ fU 7| B9 GIE B WA H b1 Ared © (b Arg UaT 81 AT U B, S AnT HES &
R H U G WG K T, b1 Uh 8 eH B qobar 2 6 g sreleaT & W H g,
FeA | fHel & RaM & Fara R 78, afew 98ME R &g T & Y U ddgeld 3o
DT JATATSH HRAT ARG | 59 [T 84 ARBR A AT B ©| 98 I k8 Bl dob o, o
Ig W@ WY b M HEs 7 9g, Uaial & o T g, AT Bl W A 8l TG ARl b
Tog @ W feiRa @ Sl fifie eiRal & ware i T @ S & forg
O Ae B Y| Adivet g H Sl Teas! 8 S9N SMY| $9 qRE DI AfT & q T
B |

g diom & forg W &9 fien 21 # o a1d 8 @ Ul @ g STl aR <
Fife g T Bl M & e &1 A e, sua fog # g=rarg <ar gl

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, discussion on this Motion is over and the hon.

Minister will reply tomorrow.
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*gf} 3ofA YW Auarel (fBER): FETE R R 184 & dgd S 99t B W& E WD
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I 39 forv e nfug wnfid ox QU u wifes el dolaer &1 31fde axadr &
PHRU FHY HH ATar € | 399 AW DI oedr A < el Td snawdd a¥
faf T & Iocred & Temsl | Bl I |

ATt AT Bt e B WY | gedr § A B WREl B BRU S H 3
F1 dde T iR U RAfy § D vd @maa @ afa feo s fest W gfe @
JHT &l © | 3d: I Il Ud Fradl & id WR b o S ARy |
Rl 3 fSTel doldex @ sreaedn § @H-U & el & fog Seft Ruic wra & &t
AT AT AT & GEFEAT BT BT aAley AR J&IHAT Sfd qP Jeadlg
JaR el 8 I9 P ATREH W Y ARG WEHR Pl yfifed 39 ddg 7 KA o |
U @Rl §-7d & SN @Y ST Fahell © |

YA B AT & HROT AEs SAGT 96 @l © | 31 Aaacsaisll gd SHERI
& foeg I& SRS @AY 9T ST HRAE 8 T 9 g WRd WRaR
P! R H GIR T I & GRREEAT A RUIS W Aaedhed A HRA1 ey |
@R U4 WA R JeadiG & 9o | 9 7S 967 @ GWET § Ud fhami &
ST H HH BT W ARBT 2 | o: Wi Gd AT DI Jodgig HI a9 ol DI 54
N |

AGA @1 AMTIaar Ud g & SR A SR @1 B AHET § | ARAT B
3% URYe & A1l BT MR &Y fF 9 v amege &1 iffeaaar 3§ q@
& oIy depfce @Rl & IR H Jd < | 374 U P9 JId 8 Fhd &, S Sifdd
GTE B STaT YA, f$U Ud ATgeh! SRANA BT SART TN, AT~ BIFHT Bl Fardl,
RN IATEA B &3 H TAIH Tl BT FAN PRD &1 AR A(Ah A 38 I BT
T far S AnfEy, O uges Bl WY 99T S Web U4 dehfcie Favel @ STNY
TS BT AT Ieure |Hd 8 b |

* Speech was laid on the Table



03.08.2011 214

o JIASId fAaRUT TUmelt &Y THien & S ARy | v &1 Bredy AY ST Bl
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o VSRV Ul G TE B D DRU by R [HAMI DI Tbl Tl Bl ERE 8
S § | o 9 Weg W A1 gIia © b ue WR R Ul Arer FeiRa wR 5
IR T A @A Tl YAD [hA Bl HUSRY & fol¢ TMe™ F919 8 0 Td
3R @ AR HI Sl AMRY | AT 99 & [y A[rs &1 wgan forn o
RELI

o PN fIpr & fory qga W ArSHN Fearferd 8, oifhe a1 NaRfie 8 | 37a: depeiep!
SN RVl & A1 @ e HHINMC Aol 918 ST a1y 3R A [ ATSTrait
& e Hd ITYA IUEY HEINC W H Affad fHy S G@d € sk AW
Aol BT ESRIT ST A1y d1fs fhar AT & el wifd ISt 9 Ud orow Wd
H I IS BT AN BHR IAEA qeM H FedNT IR T |
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*DR. RATNA DE (HOOGHLY): At the outset, [ would like to thank the Chair for
giving me an opportunity to express on this important subject, price rise.

It would not be an exaggeration if I say that prices are skyrocketing and
everyone is feeling the pinch of it in daily life.

The Government in its reply to an Unstarred question on 11th March, 2011
has stated that it monitors the price situation regularly as price stability remains
high on its agenda. I have no reason not to believe that Government is not making
any serious attempt. It has been taking measures to contain prices of essential
commodities by selectively banning exports in food grains, zero import duty on
select food items, permitting import of pulses and sugar by public sector
undertakings, distribution of imported pulses and edible oils through the PDS and
release of higher quota of non-levy sugar. But what we feel is that poor and
downtrodden should get the essential food grains, pulses and vegetables at an
affordable rate through PDS. But is this being followed by the Government of the
day is a moot question which the Government has to reply.

The inflation as per Consumer Price Index (Industrial Workers) in India
was 12 per cent in 2010, which is higher than the average in advanced economies
and emerging and developing economies. But in what way these figures have any
impact on the poor? Are poor receiving relief or do they understand as to what is
meant by inflation? Not only my answer, the answer of any reasonable thinking
person is an emphatic 'no' because the poor and downtrodden are not feeling a
sigh of relief from the increase in prices of essential commodities for over 2 years.

I would flag the issue of recent hike in key interest rates by RBI which

lth

brought misery to the wage earners. This is the 11 hike in interest rates in 15

months. Government should ponder over the issue of burden being put on poor

* Speech was laid on the Table
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constantly with ever increasing of prices of essentials. The ultimate sufferers
are the middle class people.

I think our PDS system should be revitalized and more and more essential
commodities, including vegetables should be dispensed to the poor and needy
at a very subsidized rates.

There should be Inspection Squads to monitor on a regular basis; there
should not be any room for malpractices. Government should ensure that
price stability mechanism is in place and is a successful one so that when
prices are hiked, poor and downtrodden do not feel the pinch of it.

Prices of essential commodities are on the rise in spite of the efforts
by the UPA-II Government. There is no doubt, the Government has to
control hike in prices of essential commodities with iron handy. The irony
is that the poor and downtrodden are not getting the reprieve. And they are
put to hardships with constant increase of petroleum products which has a
spiraling effect on every other conceivable sector.

There is a Price Monitoring Cell under the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution but it has failed miserably
particularly in the last few years to monitor the prices of essential
commodities like rice, wheat, milk, pulses, sugar, mustard oil, potato,
onion, salt. * do not think anybody would deny that there is no exorbitant
rise in prices of these essentials. Take the example of vegetables and other

essentials.

I would like to know as to what is the thinking on the part of the
government to control the price rise. Is it planning to set up a High
Powered Committee on Price Rise to bring down the prices to bring much
needed reprieve for the common man who is reeling under heavy burden
that he has to take on himself when he goes out to buy any bare essentials

to have two square meals a day.
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How would the Ministry improve the prevailing high price situation in the
country with the intention to bring it down to a level which would help the poor to
lead a happy and peaceful life.

It would be interesting to quote Crisil economists report which warned that
food prices would keep rising unless issues related to the agriculture sector are
tackled. I would strongly urge the Government to give serious thought to this
finding.

Take any essentials, be it milk or eggs, oils, pulse or vegetables, one has to
pay more. One has been paying the price to buy these base essentials because of
sharp rise in prices of these items. Milk prices have trebled during the last two
years. Fruits and vegetables too could witness double-digit price increase and the
prices of egg, meat and fish rose by 23.6 % in 2010.11. According to Times of
India report dated 29" June, 2011, Indians spent Rs.5.8 lakh crore extra due to
inflation in the last 3 years. This is a serious cause for concern.

RBI stated that rising wages are contributing to price rise. But here [ would
state that increase in wages are not commensurate with the price rise. If the wages
are increased by 10 or 20 % in the last two years, in the corresponding period,
price rise is almost by 100 per cent in many essential commodities. For example,
fruits, eggs, vegetables, to name a few. This aspect has to be looked into by the
Government.

Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission, Shri Montek Singh ahluwalia

has claimed, as per the newspaper report in the Financial Express, dated 11®

June,
2011, food prices would fall to a reasonable levels by September. If this is going
to be true, we would be happy to wait for that golden moment. But the past
experience shows that prices tend to increase.

The price rise of food articles has not abated over a last decade r so. We or
for that matter the Government can deny this bitter truth. Spiraling prices
undoubtedly make huge holes in the pockets of poor and middle class society, not

to mention of downtrodden sections of society, who are vulnerable.
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I would like to bring the aspect of the role of hoarders, speculators and
blackmarketeers. Stringent action should be initiated against the hoarders,
speculators and blackmarketeers because it leads to collapse of the public
distribution system. I would like to know what type of measures are in place or
initiated in the last 3 yeas on hoarders, speculators and blackmarketeers.

Curbing of price rise, particularly of essential food items, should be the
immediate concern of the Government because people are living in peril. Nearly
77 per cent of the people of our country live on a meager Rs 22 per day. There is a
thinking on the part of Government that price rise is an inevitability in a growing
economy. What type of growth are we expecting when the poor is unable to have
one meal a day and live on a meager Rs.22 per day. The truth is that the
Government should have done a lot, particularly in the case of ever increasing the
prices of petroleum products.

A permanent way should be found out instead of hiking the prices of
petroleum products because it directly and indirectly hits the poor and the

vulnerable sections of society.
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*SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT) : Of late, one of
the problems which is having a devastating effect on the lives of the common
people is steep price rise. It has a direct impact on the retail prices of foodgrains.
Sources of Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India state that increase in
Consumer Price Index in 2010 was 19.7% while that in January, 2011 was 18.9%.
In cotton textilies, the rate of increase was 14.8% in January 2010 and 21.1% in
January 2011. Besides, the Government is going on increasing the prices of petro-
products and fuel. On 24th

June, there was a steep hike in the prices of diesel, LPG and Kerosene which
became dearer by Rs.3, Rs. 50 and Rs.2 respectively as a result of which inflation
has sky-rocketed.

On the one hand, the costs of essential commodities increase in leaps and
bounds and on the other, the income of the ordinary people remains the same.
Thus one unit of the currency now buys less quantity of goods and services.
People are forced to purchase less and pay more. Along with that, transport cost
also increases. So common people are left with no money to spend on their daily
necessities. This kind of unhindered price rise leads to their economic devastation.
Only a handful of big businessmen and industrialists make massive profits.

Inflation and price rise are the consequences of national level economic
policies. Firstly the Government has adopted liberal policies and has deregulated
the market. That means agricultural production, export, import, price level etc.
have entirely been left at the mercy of the market forces. Thus the welfare role of
the state has been drastically minimized.

The second reason of price rise is the slackness and uncertainty in the

agricultural production of the country. Investment is very less in irrigation sector

*English translation of the speech originally laid on the Table in Bengali.
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And investors are not ready to put their money in agricultural infrastructure
development. The area of irrigated land has not yet crossed 49%.

Thirdly one of the salient features of liberal economy is rampant import
even if it damages and destroys the interests of indigenous companies. So almost
all the fertilizer companies in the country have downed their shutters and fertilisers
are being imported by paying higher costs. Thus agricultural production is
plummeting. Deliberately self sufficiency in agriculture is being replaced with
over-dependence on import.

Another feature of liberalization is to help the capitalists of the country earn
huge profits through export which in turn has an adverse impact on the pricing
scenario.

Liberalization leads to decrease in agricultural production. Government
estimate shows that it was 2% during the period 1997-98 to 2001-02, it was 1.7%
in 2006-07 and in 2009-10 it came down to 0.4%. In 1997 per capita food supply
was 503 gm but in 2009 it become 444 gm. If there is natural calamity over and
above this then the plight of poor can be well imagined.

Thus the Central Government must change its economic and fiscal policies.
The Planning Commission must assist the Government whole heartedly in
increasing the production in agriculture. = The Agriculture Commission has
announced that loans will be provided to raise land productivity and fertility.
This should be actually done. The concepts of APL and BPL must be abolished
to introduce a Universal Public Distribution System and irrigation must be given
prime importance.

The State Governments have to have coordination among themselves and
also with the Central Government so that effective measures can be taken to

increase agricultural production and keep price escalation under control.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The House will now take up ‘Zero Hour’.

Shri S.S. Ramasubbu. Please be brief.
SHRI S.S. RAMASUBBU (TIRUNELVELI): Mr. Chairman, I will be brief.
Agriculture sector accounts for 30 per cent of our country’s GDP and employs
around fifty per cent of the work force throughout the country. Now-a-days,
through the MNREGA, our Government has given employment opportunities for
the rural people in many ways. Due to this the purchasing power of the people has
increased. There is a shortage of field workers in agriculture and their availability
has reduced enormously. So, we have to improve the scientific innovations and
new technologies which have become highly research oriented. We have to change
our agriculture pattern to improve the productivity and also the production in our
country. We need more agricultural graduates. In order to do that, we need more
agriculture graduates and diploma holders to do this research work. There is a
general misconception that there are not enough job opportunities for agriculture
graduates amongst our educated youngsters. Now, most of the youngsters from the
rural areas, even those who belong to agricultural families, are not ready to study
agriculture. They are now shifting to other engineering studies, like mechanical
engineering and computer engineering and they are going out to get employment
opportunities. Due to this reduction in the availability of agriculture graduates and
technicians, we have to introduce new modern methods of buffer stock
innovations. We need more agriculture graduates. Every year we are producing
only 10,000 to 15,000 graduates. So, we need more agriculture graduates and
diploma holders. In order to attain self-sufficiency and improve the output in
agriculture, there is a need for qualified labour in this sector. ... (Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please tell the Minister as to what do you want. It is not a
debate. You just have to tell as to what do you want.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI S.S. RAMASUBBU (TIRUNELVELI): To reach this goal, the Union

Government, in coordination with the State Governments, should set up more
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agriculture universities in various parts of the country and more and more students
should be encouraged to take up agriculture as a career option as the employment
prospects are much better in these days. Thank you.E

SHRI P.K. BIJU (ALATHUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir this is to bring to your urgent
attention about the privatization of Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) and
the increasing cases of illegal drug trial practices on human beings conducted with
or without the knowledge of the victims by the private firms. UIP was started as a
flagship programme in the health sector in 1985 by the Government of India,
Ministry of Health, with the objective of immunizing 85 per cent of the new born
and 100 per cent of expectant mothers by 1990. The vaccines were made solely in
the public sector.  Mainly three public sector companies were involved in the
production of vaccines: 1) Pasteur Institute of India, Coonoor, Tamil Nadu which
was started in 1907; ii) Central Research Institute, Kasauli, Himachal Pradesh; and
BCG Vaccine Lab, Chennai which was established in 1948. Ninety per cent of the
vaccines were produced from these PSUs. But in 2008, these PSUs were closed
down citing the report from the WHO. After that in this area, new private players,
like Panacea Bio-tech, Santha Biotech and Cerum Institute of India, are vying to
control the vaccination sector.

Sir, a recent report by BBC has brought to light the existence of an infamous
clinical trial business that is spreading in the developing countries.
(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Biju, you come to the point.

SHRI P.K. BIJU : Sir, I am coming to my point. Such business involves
thousands of unaware patients that get drawn into experimenting new drugs
without their explicit consent, sometimes under the wrong impression that those
trial medications are the official ones. The recent incident has happened in
Visakhapatnam. A number of students from the engineering college, one private

company ... (Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Biju, why are you bringing engineering college here?
You are telling about the vaccination. You come to the point.

SHRI P.K. BIJU : These clinical trials were held in Hyderabad and in Lucknow
without the directions from the Centre or from any other agency. Even one recent
incident happened in Tamil Nadu. One of the private companies’ pentavalent
vaccine was used in Kerala and in Tamil Nadu without the proper consent from
the people.

So, in view of the above grounds, I strongly urge the Government to keep
away from any effort to sabotage UIP and our health sector through privatization.
The public sector companies should be reopened. Also, the Government should
take stringent action against the private companies for using people as guinea pigs.
I would also urge to enact a new law and strengthening of existing laws in order to
ensure to avoid such above-mentioned incidents in future. ... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Biju, this is "Zero Hour’. This is not a debate in which
you are participating. So, you have to be very brief.
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SBIM TIHM Yl goic § Pel & 30 dos FATH Yold I Al ol 8l Ahdl, &H U I
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DI Ueh 3TN WA F DI g8 DI BN

SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMATHITTA): Sir, I take this opportunity to
invite your kind attention regarding the huge loss incurred to Air India due to the
withdrawal and cancellation of its flights as well as frequent strikes of its

employees.

It is pathetic to learn that Air India has been cancelling most of its highly
profitable routes due to unknown reasons for the last two years. For instance,
Indian Airlines' IC 997/998 flight between Cochin and Doha had in service of
seven flights a week. Cancellation of this flight has added an annual loss of Rs.

100 crore.

Another matter of concern is the replacement of legacy carrier like Indian
Airlines by low cost carrier like Air India Express. As a result, capacity and role
of national carrier to transport travelers between the Gulf and India has been
reduced to a great extent. Reducing the size of carrier substantially affects the
profit and existence of Air India. Present trend of demand shows that there is a

separate demand for legacy carrier like IC and low cost carrier like IX. The
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combination of IC-IX flights is able to capture high-end and low-end market in

our aviation sector.

In addition to the withdrawal and cancellation of flights and frequent
strikes called on by its employees has transformed Air India into a carrier of
uncertainty. Such incidents detract traditional passengers from Air India and

benefiting a host of private and international airlines.

Therefore, I request the Government to take urgent steps to salvage India's
prestigious national air carrier.
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A9 e mepre &l Ryt el &1 wario fder fdy o sk sfed # Ryat Rrer |
SMHTRATON Bes GAART ST SFI-3NMAIH 2| SMHRIEN s 1 8§ et el &t o
IUfard #eqd R & 2

3 D AEM ¥ PR F e © [ sHfed § faat R # sramm@mh o=
GG S|
$it s HR vy (ARSE): 99Ul Aeiey, § oMU ATeH A SIRGS 98 @ &y 1o1dll

H ol il fagfdiepRor AT & d8d Sl fAEfdiRT BT B G R8T © AR Sl SHD!

FIfrct 8, a8 W S &1 Ay 2 iR SIREE WER 7 IRd AHR & UK U U SR
I & 5 a7 | S 10, 16 &R 25 fhellare &1 o g®ER & T 8, 399 o didigd
IRaR 1 S fagaxe &1 o e @iy o @ g o @1 dfifive aRar =18 &/ 2
FE A PE IR ¢ R T8 W vivd IRaR t € ok THE § th e qEeR deft
PHRUNIT & GRT [ATABROT 1 8T § 3R GO RE I GHER Tl off 2 5l g9 s
T H ) 39 fAug B ST o WRAR A g9 AN W W 7 3R HAS H Y 3 9 91
BT @7 P 87 W 63HANT BT GAHER IUALT BRRAT WY AR f-Hol-ofge Y qawer 2,
aifp ghive aRaR &1 ff IFHT W i 98 iR 9RA WR&BR &Y ST A1 8, 98 IR
W IR I IR Sl T R AHR DI IRES WBR - Holl & {6 A= a3 § o w°
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TGRSl 8, B A ®H a8 63 AT 100 HAIY BT AHIHER MBI T8 DI AqRRIT Bl
HOgd AT WY | HRA ARBR DI ST Ioiid el fAeRiiehRor Ao 2 SHDBT ATH {TH ST Bl
e A | U A1H I H ARBR A Y8 AT Rl g (b Afder 39 W HRATg Bl S|
SHRI NRIPENDRA NATH ROY (COOCH BEHAR): Thank you, Mr.

Chairman, Sir, it is a matter of great pleasure that for the first time after
after 64 years of Independence Census is being conducted in the enclave
(Chhitmahal) areas of both Bangladesh and India on 16™ and 17" July,
2011. There is no doubt that the Government of India will avail the
necessary information about the inhabitants of Indian and Chhitmahal.
The Census, 2011 conducted by the Government of India raised the
question of rehabilitation of the inhabitants of the areas. What about the
solution of their hundreds of problems? What about their identity and
resettlement? Only Census can do nothing about the grave problem. The
main concern of the inhabitants of the enclave is rehabilitation and
permanent resettlement.

I think it 1s our humble duty to bring them into the mainstream of
social, political and economic status of India so that they can avail the
human rights.

So, I firmly demand that the enclave areas (Chhitmahal) should
immediately be exchanged between the two countries so far as the permanent
solution of the long grave problem is concerned.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are yet five more hon. Members to speak. Therefore,
can we extend the time of the House till they complete their speeches?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir. E
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20.00 hrs.
$t SIEd TR A (ARR): WA Heled, <9 H SexIe |dl a1 edd  driedi
ifafiaad =xa W@ g1 geivw (MTS) Sevic Jal Sudel &M & 1 IR gfedr Skl dre
TS B UTSDI DT ST V& Bl 3P U T Acdd a2l Sevc Jd bl Bdl § HY TEDhT I
U1 eIl © qAT UTeh Bl Rprad G & (I g1 R DR [T Rierd &5 -
B O FUR-VER B! I D8 DR TGN B odll 2 a1 RIPId R B 4 U8l 8 U8
AlTsel R #9999 < € 6 euat Rrerd @ e & T g1 98 BT UTEdl Bl O 7
@A g U Sl H W B AR IR Ul AU § RE 2, T8l 3Pl dcdd <R |l U
T8 gl T (MTS) HHAl & SOl 9 d1d B Sd 8¢ 41 S99l Jreae 99 R
DT & I &R B I &l YT B B DI g & foy 9fasr # v daer siiR
RaATH I <1 HT AMHR < PR TEHI DI 3T El 2 39 HHA W TR & Y FS § Bl
HRATS B MY qAT 7D AR IE BT AT
2 9] e (FDB): FHURT HEGd, BAR < H Al DI Pol WA 230 RIS & qI
SIfIReT 60 o e i+ &R TN 2 SR 9gd ARy A+ il ¥ 9% I ol ST &
Rl | AT DY GIRY B B golg A AN D WG BN BT WA el 8 @ 8l Tb /b
e, ISR AT B BEd R O W& € 3R gl R SR #ibe H A B &
areoT el <81 81 777 SleR Ui €, Aded A1e e 89k Ul faaed /sl M 3iTel gev-ed
e § A @7 el <@ 2

AEIGY, § 3D AIeAH W URBR b1 T MDA BHRAT =Tl § b ¥ < Rg e
At fFafa a1 & A HAT 8, d1fh Tl HEH B dIg FIoilel AR AT &l Al o
JIORTS IR ® 3Muft, O Il @& M &9 B9 & SMNIR &1 Al &I 3d FRIsg IR #
I @ 918 B9 fHAFl U1 § Ahd &l 3H IS Hol @ A1d &9 I8 YR 8% DI A6 A
Hehell 81 # ARBR A 4=l el § b 10 g e A (Fafd &= & arR ¥ faaR o
M I v Auare (fH™R): QUi qeled, 3T g3 §gd & "edql vy w drer @1
T ST 81 BAR S H ISR A0 Ry A9, U9RIRUAYH Udh HEcdThiel ATSHT It el
gl B STEERI H UQl fF STR UG H 3700 HRIS BUY T HICTAT FIAT R N e @
& Tl g8 T 9 g fF 250 HRre v fRl QM # S 9, 9 & iR T8 gyl
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T GHY TR T8 WG Y, e} Ui IR T8l gs | # qar dredl g [P Sl UHeiRyEeH
WHH g oud fSfde i AR, ThiSce #9oR, Udrece, Sial Ul JiReR, SIUHUH,
TUAUH, BHRRE, ofd CaIRIE, 31eN GURATgoR, HHTSeR 3R AT HIFSTeR e 3 Ug
B 21 H s e A arear g 5 ¥ 9t 18 digae W €l 99 ¥ U8 digae WA
3R I El B, A1 S YR b Hiclel <F H 3R IOMR B H IO {37 gl H
JMUBT qAET ATRA § b BHR TS 745 TdHISee o, ITH ARG ARPR 1 P fodr b
UhTSCT DI SIRRd el ol H AMD AT I RA WRPR Bl el dedl § (b M 57
ThISced Bl Bl o, Mfthat gl fan, @1 ff yebR & gt H =ierall gl &, S YHR A
SEX g9l H Al HIeil IOR 81| JAfddhar Hlciel Se’ Ufhal &l of &R & 9 U1 &, 98 Pl
&, P8l Wd §Al, IS YAl el o @l gl YhrecH el el ® € AN g ¢ b gwH i+
IR B Bl SRRA &l Saer, Wh 3R Yhrsce I Afdar R &1 8 A1feY| TAaRyayH
I IS B B IR el ¥BIH 2] gEH WIUHIR, THUHIIR, AMSURIR &, §¢ S dd ¥
mmwm%gmaﬁuﬁwﬁEﬁaﬁﬁwﬁwmwaww
BT Bicde HRY| B ATA S 3T 6 HEIT B Bigde B o, I8 KT 87 I8 TN TN § gl

CIGIN

R QIR G 8 [ g AT 4 U HIoide SHiee W B[l 8 3R a8 W
TG Holl 3MY, A AN 98 < ol A AN Pad © b 3 ATYD! 300 SIAR Bl SR &l S F
MY AT WR BT W foran a1 oy § § R 95t 2 827 I8 S A1 # =reren g, I8
S @ BRI g

T, A AR SfAfEa] o<y &= H§ g3 ©) 3R FHel @ b 9T A1 dhise AT g,
P! Gge [HAT ST A1MRY &1 A1 3 SATRIEIE BIsdhic H YIMSYa ol g o, ... (aem)
safelt A @er ® fh St 49 goma A € S9@1 geeitic fHar Sy ek g e @
WRATC fhar Sy, I8 A% 31U H1eqq | ARBR A AT 2
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S HeA A AT (SHY): G HBIGY, ATY G397 U dgd of A8H e IR AU a1 G DI
HieT foan, s9e Ty # fue! g=rate <dl | 9a¥ U8l § e AleH H I8 a1 o1 arsdl
g 3l g a1 AR BT el g (b g9 Uil Rarad 7 U1 gu § el s 60 auf 94
FB T AR B B 2| H T HER TS F MM g IR gu W o uiferamie) & # 2
g 1A Go%d & fob O HER H M A0 8 Terd, HR 3R SF A N Ao 8 SR A0
Ao HI g@T, WIWI, F, YSAET AR GHEUH TH-qa¥ 4 e e 21 dfed Fgwm @t
WRDHR STRI-HIHR BT T ToR I W&l &, I8 el a1d gl diFl I gbes A1 e =1y
e 86 # & Sl § &R § W g ofh 99 $od hEd 9 & 9d Ugd A
IaRds & fog Yo foran T &k wrdt Ramdl 7 ve-uss el & 18 ofes o &
fog st gfafedt < w5, S faare Gar & wanl faare der gonm a1 # Ay ger A S
BT 3R U BT IARGAT 2N A>T e St b1 g=yare BRal § (b S=i Aargerd b
3R S Bl TP JENE § @ FHR H AN & Fod & a9 8 T Al SR B
JFAAREE B FARIS TS TP YO T8l g AR 7 & DI arga-diger ge fhar Tl g
3T & |hd & b fohael SATGT SR fhael JSQTH! S & Al & A1 Bl © & dl
T8l B WRBR 81 T gl [hAT BT DIs AR 81 TAT B, MY Y el A OFH D R 5 T
3R TRA H AR ASHID & FSD| TR AJUAT &R Y §U &, AN ARG &= W
g ok T8l Piferord, JAANGSS IR Wpat 98 21 BF IS Jo@ e &1 31 qqs 9 T8l
31 @1 ¢ &% S &1 Yo Sdheal fhar M1 3R HeHR H a1 a9 ¥ 83 9 P9 8 I,
AT ST H 3l Teh FATAST T AR T T8l 83T &l AT dcb AIgd-diIeR ol [ge
T fmar | # wwear g 6 OR @ AR @ 91 I8 9gd S SUIEd! SR AR 1 H
RAT AR qG= HA ST A Al 91 @1 oft, § Il g9 oy gwaTe odr g1 HN gEerRet
fafieer ofte Riael wree @ W arq & N uifer e b AR gaq R d9a St
34 IBl TeNI% g gY 2, ... (qur)

MR. CHAIRMAN : What do you want? Tell me.

Y Agw e Tt : A ST I8 el B H ST AN B R’ G TS W AT B AT
3R ST U A W W 2| # ST AIPIER gl H ITb! 10 R A8l Fad H T8l BTl
SR # e urel | A1 g A g1 aTeR -7 W 1 US| § AR g .. (@)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: You tell me what you want. What is your request? What is
your demand?

# AEA oA Wi : AU HHA IT AN DI G, I AN DI WEAAN @H DT q9T T &,
& oy # STyl g=garg oar g1 § o1us HIeTH W ARBR Bl 3R WaR TaeiRel fAfReR
AqTed ¥ faeT SR @redr § b Siedl 9 Sedl 189 diger &1 ygfe @t oy sk g4t 9y
FARIS Yo BT A ATfh SR & ATl H Sl AT 8, SABT G AT Sl Wb 3R Ieh! §ATH
el § 391 € BHEDBR AU A1 WA BRAT § R AYD! TGS <l g b 3y qer e
&1 gAY fear|

# 3TSA YW AT ¢ GUIRT Heled, § W) ] $9 91d DI FHAT BAT § IR AU ATYDI
S |1 AIRIUS Bl g

ST, WA PE (HFTS1): FAfd qEed, § f o 7o A Il S gRT ol T fawy |
3T P! THEIg B Bl

SHRI L. RAJAGOPAL (VIJAYAWADA): Mr. Chairman, Sir, we are all aware
that in January this year, the Tri Valley University in US has been shut down by
the US authorities and more than 1500 students were on the road. Virtually, they
have been haunted by the US authorities. We have seen the instances where they
have been radio-tagged; they have been detained for 23 days.E

They have been put in prison with hardened criminals. All of us in this
House expressed our concern and anguish in February. I personally went to the
US in March. We also met all the students there. We also went to the Embassy
there and we had a meeting with the Ambassador. But in spite of that, a lot of
NTAs have been issued there, and none of them have been cancelled.

Now, four days back, on the 28 July, we came to know that there is one
more University in the U.S., University of Northern Virginia, near Washington has
been shut down. More than 2,500 students are studying there. Out of them, 90 per
cent are Indians and a majority of them are from Andhra Pradesh. They come from
very backward regions like Srikakulam, Mahabubnagar, Anantapuram and

Prakasam District.
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Sir, all of us know as to what happened to Tri-Valley students, where more
than 1,500 students have been haunted, and they have been living like in exile.
When I went there, I met a couple of students. There is one girl called Anusha. In
fact, she lost her pregnancy because of the pressure of the US authorities and the
stress that she has witnessed. There is one more girl from Delhi called Rachna.
She was eight months pregnant and she was living in a small village in Illinois
State. She was shivering and she was very well worried and frightened as to what
was going to happen to her. Fortunately, Indian community people had helped
her. NATS, ATA, TANA, NATA and all of them came to their rescue and they
engaged lawyers. Now, nobody knows what is going to happen to these 2,500
students who are studying in the Northern Virginia University.

The irony is when I went in March, the US authorities themselves, the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, in the presence of the Ambassador, asked
the students to transfer to Northern Virginia University. At their request, most of
the Tri-Valley University students shifted their status to the Northern Virginia
University. At that time also, the students told me: “This University also looks
like a fraud but the authorities are asking us to go and join this University. We are
joining there. We do not know what is going to happen to us.” Really that is
what happened.

After four months, on the 28™ July, the FBI, the ICE and the Student and
Exchange Visiting Programme have raided that University and declared all the
2,500 students out of status. We do not know what is going to happen to these
students.

Last time also, we requested the hon. External Affairs Minister, Shri S.M.
Krishna ji that he or the Prime Minister should directly talk to the President of
America. When one American student is arrested here, the President of America
will directly talk to the MEA authority. But here, 1,500 students of Tri-Valley
were virtually on the roads and they were living like in exile. Now, 2,500 students

are again out of status.
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So, what we request the Government is that the Government should talk to
the authorities there and ask them to give six months’ time for them to change
their status. In the middle of the academic year, they will not get any admission in
any other University. Either they should be allowed to transfer to F1 Visa or they
should be allowed to go to Dependent Visa or H1 Visa. At least six months’ time
should be given to them before they are declared as out of status. Otherwise, all
these 2,500 students also will face the same fate of the Tri-Valley students, where
they have been detained, radio-collared, and they are living in shame there.
Unfortunately, it is an alien land, it is a foreign land. All of them are youngsters
and they are like our children.

When they spoke to the Indian Ambassador to the US virtually they were
all in tears. I would like to convey this to the Government, through you, Sir. We
want the Prime Minister himself to speak to the President of America to ensure
that our children are safe there.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Botcha Jhansi Lakshmi is also associating with the
issue raised by Shri L. Rajagopal.

Now, the House stands adjourned to meet again tomorrow at 11 a.m.

20.14 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Thursday, August 4, 2011/Sravana 13, 1933 (Saka).
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