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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 641
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 24/07/2026

PROGRESS IN GENERATING UNIQUE DIGITAL FARMER IDS
641  SHRI RAVI CHANDRA VADDIRAJU:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the progress in generating unique digital farmer IDs (FrulD/Agristack) to streamline the
direct transfer of subsidies and technical advisories, State-wise;
(b) the manner in which integration of real-time satellite imagery and remote sensing under this
mission has reduced delays in estimating crop damage and settling Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) insurance claims; and
(©) the financial outlays allocated to train and equip rural youth in utilizing agricultural drones
for precision spraying?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI RAMNATH THAKUR)

(a): As of 20th July, 2026, more than 10.18 Crore Farmer IDs have been created to streamline the
direct transfer of subsidies and technical advisories. The State-wise progress of Farmer IDs
generated is placed at Annexure-I. States are using Farmer IDs to ease the lives of farmers. It enables
the integration of Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes such as registrations under Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojna (PM Kisan), Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna (PMFBY),
Minimum Support Price (MSP) based procurement, access to credit delivery, input distribution, and
disaster relief.
(b): The integration of satellite imagery has optimized and streamlined the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) operations through the following initiatives:

i.  Yield Estimation System based on Technology (YES-TECH): Satellite Remote sensing data,
coupled with various crop yield estimation models, is leveraged to generate technology based crop
yield at Insurance unit level. This significantly supplements Crop Cutting Experiments (CCEs) yield

data, addressing localized yield anomalies with high accuracy.



ii.Smart Sampling for Crop Cutting Experiments (CCEs): Instead of random field selections,
satellite- derived vegetation indices identify variations in crop health and this allows optimization
of the planning of CCEs, eliminating manual selection biases and accelerating data collection.

iii.Dispute Resolution: Remote sensing provides an objective assessment of crop conditions across
seasons using time series satellite images. This data serves as an effective tool to resolve area
discrepancy and yield disputes between State Governments and Insurance Companies in short turn-
around time, eliminating delays in claim settlements.

iv.Rapid Crop Damage & Inundation Assessment: In the event of localized natural calamities like
floods, droughts, or severe weather anomalies, multi-temporal satellite imagery enables rapid
mapping of the affected area. Through the automated workflows of the Krishi Decision Support
System (DSS), the turnaround time for assessment of food inundation and drought monitoring has

significantly reduced.

(c): The various initiatives have been taken to train and equip for utilizing agricultural drones, such
as use of drones are promoted under Sub-Mission on Agriculture Mechanization (SMAM) by
providing assistance up to 50% for agriculture graduates, Small and Marginal farmers of the North
Eastern States for procuring kisan drones. For other farmers, financial assistance for the purchase of Kisan
Drones is provided at 40% of the cost. Financial assistance of 40% of the cost is also provided for establishing
Custom Hiring Centres of Kisan Drones. A total of 2122 Drones have been distributed/approved under SMAM

scheme.

The Farm Machinery Training & Testing Institutes (FMTTIs), which are subordinate offices of
the Department of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare located at Budni (Madhya Pradesh), Hisar
(Haryana), and Biswanath Chariali (Assam), are DGCA-approved RPTOs conducting training on
drones. To date, these institutes have trained 155 drone pilots. The expenditure towards these training

programmes is met by the Institutes from their annual budget.

The comprehensive 15-day training programme on the operation of agricultural drones, including
obtaining a Drone Pilot Licence, is an integral component of the drone supply package under the
Namo Drone Didi Scheme. As the scheme is exclusively for the identified Women Self Help Groups
(SHGs), the members of each selected SHG are trained as drone pilots. These trainings are conducted
in Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) approved Remote Pilot Training Organization
(RPTOs), which are presently 274 in number across the country. Under this scheme, 1094 drones
have been provided to the selected SHGs.



State-wise Generated Farmer IDs as on 20.07.2026

State Name Number of Farmer ID generated
Andhra Pradesh 5042388
Assam 1335174
Bihar 5531133
Chhattisgarh 3513508
Gujarat 6225462
Haryana 1205181
Himachal Pradesh 595485
Karnataka 6443972
Kerala 2557460
Madhya Pradesh 11353326
Maharashtra 13505033
Odisha 2020174
Punjab 352049
Rajasthan 8723010
Sikkim 28885
Tamil Nadu 3648841
Telangana 5002227
Tripura 81433
Uttar Pradesh 24352649
Uttarakhand 323259

Total 101840649
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Annexure-I



