GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & DAIRYING
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 386
ANSWERED ON 22"JULY, 2026

Development of cold water fisheries
386.  Shri Vinod Shridhar Tawde:

Will the Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying be pleased to state:

@ whether Government has prepared a roadmap under the National Vision for Cold Water
Fisheries 2030 for augmenting production, value addition and marketing of cold water fish species;
(b) whether any model framework has been evolved for supporting States in developing cold
water fisheries infrastructure;
(©) whether Government proposes to encourage adoption of emerging technologies for
strengthening supply chains and improving market access for fish farmers in remote and
mountainous regions; and
(d) whether any assessment has been undertaken regarding the potential of cold water fisheries
in reducing imports of fish varieties?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH ALIAS LALAN SINGH)

(@) to (b) : The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
has been implementing a flagship scheme Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
with an investment of Rs 20,050 crore in all the States/Union Territories. In order to address the
infrastructure gaps in fisheries and aquaculture, the Department of Fisheries, Government of India
with effect from the financial year 2018-19 has also been implementing a dedicated fund Fisheries
and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF) with a fund size of Rs 7522.48 crore.

The PMMSY inter alia aims to address critical gaps in fish production and productivity, quality,
technology, post-harvest infrastructure and management, modernisation and strengthening of value
chain, traceability, establishing a robust fisheries management framework and fishers’ welfare in
cold water fisheries.

The Department of Fisheries, Government of India, has approved various fisheries
developmental projects of Himalayan and Hilly States for an amount of Rs.706 crore including
projects for cold water fisheries development. A framework titled Model Guidelines for the
Development of Cold Water Fisheries was issued on 14" March, 2026 to support States in
developing coldwater fisheries and its associated infrastructure. These guidelines provide
specifications for development of Raceways, Re-circulatory Aquaculture Systems (RAS),
hatcheries, feed mills, disease prevention and market linkagesfor augmenting production, value
addition and marketing of commercially important coldwater fish species like Rainbow Trout,
Golden Mahseer and Snow Trout. In addition, the Department of Fisheries, Government of India
has notified four clusters specifically for development of cold water fisheries at Anant Nag District
in Jammu and Kashmir, Pithoragarh District in Uttarakhand, Kargil District in Ladakh and Kullu
District in Himachal Pradesh.

(c) and (d) : The Department of Fisheries, Government of India promotes adoption of emerging
technologies such as RAS, Biofloc, Cages, loT-based water quality monitoring, GIS mapping,
automated feeders and digital market platforms for fish farmers in remote and mountainous
regions. Under PMMSY, a model RAS for coldwater fisheries has been developed through Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)-Central Institute of Coldwater Fisheries Research
(ICAR-CICFR), Bhimtal for intensive trout production and year-round breeding of Golden
Mahseer. Moreover, ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Technology (CIFT) Kochi has supported

fish processing and Ready-to-Eat facilities in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
*khkkkik



