
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2595

TO BE ANSWERED ON lITH AUGUST, 2026

BENEFICIARIES COVERED UNDER NFSA IN ODISHA

2595 SHRI MANMOHAN SAMAL:

Will the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of beneficiaries covered under the National Food Security Act (NFS A) and
the Pradhan Manta Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) across the country and in the State

ofOdisha, category-wise and district-wise;

(b) the quantity of foodgrains allocated and distributed under the scheme during the last five
years, State-wise;

(c) the amount of food subsidy incurred by Government during the said period; and

(d) the measures taken by Government to further strengthen food security and nutritional support
under the scheme?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,

FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRIMATI NIMUBEN JAYANTIBHAI BAMBHANIYA)

(a) & (b): The National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) is being successfully implemented in

all the States/UTs, including in the State of Odisha. The Act provides for coverage of upto 75%

of the rural and upto 50% of the urban population, which at Census 2011 comes to 81.35 crore

persons. Under the Act, while Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) households, which constitute the

poorest of the poor, are entitled to 35 kg of foodgrains per household per month, Priority

Households (PHH) are entitled to 5 kg of foodgrains per person per month.

In order to ensure that there are no long-term effects of the COVID-19 crisis on fbod

security and nutrition in the country, and the targeted beneficiaries do not face any issue of fbod

security on account of the pandemic, the Government launched Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan

Anna Yojana (PMGKAY). Under the PMGKAY, free of cost foodgrains @ 5 kg per person per

month were distributed to all the beneficiaries covered under the Targeted Public Distribution

System (Antyodaya Anna Yojana & Priority Households). This was over and above the monlhly



benefit provided under the NFS A to about 80 crore persons. The scheme was operational in

seven phases - from April, 2020 to 31.12.2022.

The Central Government, in order to remove the financial burden of the poor

beneficiaries and to ensure nationwide uniformity and effective implementation of the

programme for support of the poor, distributed food grains free of cost to Antyodaya Anna

Yojana (AAY) households and Priority Households (PHH) beneficiaries, beginning from lst

January 2023, under the PMGKAY. The period for distribution of free of cost foodgrains has

been extended for five years from 1 st January, 2024, with an estimated financial outlay of Rs.

11.80 lakh crore, to be borne by the Central Government.

The scale of distribution of foodgrains to beneficiaries under the NFS A/ PMGKAY is

uniform across all the States/UTs.

A statement indicating State/UT-wise allocation of foodgrains under the NFS A and

PMGKAY during the last five years is at Annexure-I.

At present, against the intended coverage of 81.35 crore persons, the States/UTs have identified

79.08 crore beneficiaries (as on 16.07.2026), including 321.93 lakh beneficiaries in the State of

Odisha, for receiving free of cost foodgrains under the NFS A. A Statement indicating category-

wise and district-wise numbers of beneficiaries in the State ofOdisha is at Annexure-II.

(c): The Central Government reimburses the expenditure incurred by States that have opted

for the Decentralised Procurement (DCP) mode for distribution of food-grains to the

beneficiaries of Central Schemes as per allocation made by the Government of India. Further,

funds are also released by the Food Corporation of India (FCI) to the States for the quantum of

food-grains handed over to them by the States for the Central Pool. The difference between

Economic Cost and Central Issue Price (CIP), at which foodgrains are issued to States, is

reimbursed to FCI and DCP States as food subsidy. The details of food subsidy released by the

Central Government during last 5 years under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana

(PMGKAY) is given below:
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(d): To enhance transparency, digitisation, and overall efficiency across the Targeted Public

Distribution System (TPDS), the Government has implemented key initiatives including 100%

database digitisation & Aadhaar seeding of Ration Cards, Rightful Targeting through data

analytics, online grain allocation, supply chain computerization, and transparency and grievance

portals across all States and UTs. Additionally, distribution has been streamlined through ePoS-

automated Fair Price Shops with biometric authentication, nationwide card portability via the

One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) scheme, implementation of SMART-PDS, and

advanced real-time data integration and tracking under the NIRMAL and SAKSHAM initiatives

of the SARTHAK PDS umbrella scheme (2026–3 1).

Further, in order to improve the level of nutrition among the targeted beneficiaries, an

advisory has also been issued to all the States/UTs to procure millets and distribute them to

beneficiaries as per local consumption preferences and as per guidelines issued by the Central

Government from time to time



ANNEXURE-I

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN PART (a) & (b) OF THE RAJYA SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2595 DUE FOR ANSWER ON 11.08.21026

REGARDING “BENEFICIARIES COVERED UNDER NFSA IN ODISHA”

State/UT-wise quantity of foodgrains allocated under the NFSA during the

last five years
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Allocation of foodgrains under the PMGKAY (During C:ovid-19 pandemlic)
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ANNEXUR.E-II

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN PART (a) & (b) OF THE RAJYA SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2595 DUE FOR ANSWER ON 11.08.2026
REGARDING “BENEFICIARIES COVERED UNDER NFSA IN ODISHA”

Details of category-wise and district-wise beneficiaries covered under NFSA in
the state of Odisha
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