GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2338
(TO BE ANSWERED ON 07.08.2026)

INTEGRATION OF COMMUNITY RADIO WITH DISASTER MANAGEMENT
PLANS

2338. SHRI KANAD PURKAYASTHA:
SHRI MANAN KUMAR MISHRA:
SMT. SEEMA DWIVEDI:
SHRI SHAMBHU SHARAN PATEL.:
SMT. SADHNA SINGH:

Will the Minister of Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state:

(@) whether community radio stations are being integrated with district-level disaster
management and emergency communication plans;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether provision has been made to provide backup power arrangements and emergency
protocols for these community radio stations; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(DR. L. MURUGAN)

(a) to (d):
As per the Policy Guidelines for setting up of Community Radio Stations in India, the basic

objective of Community Radio Broadcasting is to serve the cause of the community residing
within the service area of the Community Radio Station (CRS).



Further, under the Policy Guidelines, the Government has the power to direct Community
Radio Stations to broadcast any special message considered necessary to meet contingencies
arising out of natural emergencies, natural disasters, public interest or similar situations, and
the permission holder is obliged to comply with such directions.

The Policy Guidelines also permit Community Radio Stations to broadcast public
announcements relating to civic amenities, natural calamities, health alerts and other
information provided by the local administration.

Accordingly, Community Radio Stations (CRSs) play an important role in disseminating
timely and reliable information in local languages during natural disasters and other
emergencies.

Further, considering the proven utility of Community Radio Stations in meeting the
information needs of local communities, particularly in flood-prone, coastal and other disaster-
vulnerable areas, the Ministry addressed communications to the Chief Secretaries and the
Administrative Secretaries of the Departments of Revenue and Disaster Management of the
States/UTs concerned, requesting them to utilize this effective medium for dissemination of
disaster-related information and to identify and promote the establishment of new Community
Radio Stations in such areas.

Community Radio Stations are supported under the Central Sector Scheme "Supporting
Community Radio Movement in India", which has been approved for continuation during the
period 2026-27 to 2030-31 with an outlay of 50 crore. The Scheme aims to strengthen new
and existing Community Radio Stations by providing financial assistance for procurement or
replacement of equipment required for setting up and operation of Community Radio Stations,
including backup power equipment such as UPS, Generator Sets and Solar Power Systems to
ensure continuity of broadcasting during emergencies.

The Scheme also provides for an Emergency Grant of ¥11.50 lakh to operational Community
Radio Stations in the event of natural disasters such as floods, lightning, earthquakes etc.
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