
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 210

TO BE ANSWERED ON 21ST JULY, 2026

ASSESSMENT OF CHALLENGES IN TPDS

210 SHRI MUKUL WASNIK:

Will the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution be pleased to
state

(a): whether Government has conducted any assessment regarding recent bottlenecks,
leakage or grain quality concerns under the Targeted Public Distribution System across
various States;

(b): if so, the details of the measures and structural steps taken to modernize the public
distribution mechanism and eliminate foodgrain wastages;

(c): the total foodgrain storage capacity currently available with the Food Corporation of
India and other State agencies, State/Union Territory-wise; and

(d): the volume of foodgrains stored under Cover and Plinth (CAP) storage open to
weather conditions, along with the estimated post-harvest or storage losses incurred during
the last two years?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS.

FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRIMATI NIMUBEN JAYANTIBHAI BAMBHANIYA)

(a) & (b): The Department undertook an exercise to assess the functioning of Public
Distribution System (PDS) operations and implementation of Pradhan Nlantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) across all 112 Aspirational Districts between June-August 2025.
The objectives of the exercise were to assess the i) functioning of Fair Price Shops (FPS), ii)
review procurement centre operations, iii) evaluate infrastructure and efficiency of depots
under Food Corporation of India (FCI) and Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC), iv)
gather feedback of beneficiaries under PMGKAY and v) address grievances raised through
CPGRAMS in these districts. In total, the exercise covered 113 Procurement Centres, 277
Fair Price Shops, 108 depots and interactions with 458 PMGKAY beneficiaries.

Based on the assessment undertaken across all 112 Aspirational Districts, the Government
has identified specific areas where further strengthening of procurement, storage,
distribution, and grievance-redressal mechanisms would enhance overall efficiency of the
Public Distribution System.



Also, this Department has formulated and issued a Quality Control Manual to uniformly
maintain the quality standards of foodgrains from procurement to its distribution to the
eligible beneficiaries through various social security programs of Government of India.

The details of steps taken to modernize the public distribution mechanism are as follows:

i. Digitisation & Aadhaar seeding: Ration cards/beneficiary database 100% digitised in all

States/UTs; 99.7% of ration cards Aadhaar-seeded, eliminating bogus/duplicate cards.

ii. Transparency & grievance redressal: Transparency portals and online grievance

redressal/toll-free helplines operational in all States/UTs.

iii. Online allocation & supply chain computerisation: Online allocation implemented in all

States/UTs; supply chain computerised in 31 States/UTs (except Chandigarh, Puducherry and

urban areas of Dadra & Nagar Haveli, which have adopted DBT Cash Transfer).

iv. ePoS-based Aadhaar authentication at FPS level: 5.50 lakh (99.8%) of 5.51 lakh Fair Price

Shops automated with ePoS devices, ensuring biometric authentication of beneficiaries at the
point of distribution and curbing diversion.

v. One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC): Nationwide portability implemented across all 36

States/UTs, covering all PVIGKAY beneficiaries; over 221 crore portability transactions

recorded to date, reducing exclusion and duplicate entitlement claims.

(c) & (d): The Food Corporation of India has a total storage capacity of 522.51 LMT
(501.00LMIT Covered + 21.51 LMT CAP) for storage of foodgrains under the Central Pool.
The State/Union Territory agencies have also storage capacity of 466.19 LMT for storage of
Central Pool foodgrains. State-wise details are provided at Annexure. 20.26 LIVIT stocks are

stored in Cover and Plinth. There are no losses of foodgrains reported by FCI in Cover and

Plinth (CAP) storage during last two years.
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ANNEXURE

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (C) AND (d) OF UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 210 FOR ANSWER ON
21.07.2026 IN RAJYA SABHA
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Annexu re

ANNEXURE REFERED TO IN REPLY TO PART (C) AND (D) OF UNSTARRED QUESTION NO, 210 FOR ANSWER ON
21.07.2026 IN THE RAJYA SABHA
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