GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF MINORITY AFFAIRS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1717
ANSWERED ON- 03.08.2026

SOCIO ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF SIKH COMMUNITY
1717. SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA
Will the Minister of MINORITY AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has designed targeted initiatives to restore structural pride and
address decades of institutional neglect regarding the socio-economic empowerment of the
Sikh community;

(b) data on financial outlays deployed in the State of Punjab under PM-VIKAS scheme for
preserving traditional Sikh arts, crafts and heritage institutions;

(c) the number of youth and women from the community benefiting from these special skill
and entrepreneurship clusters; and

(d) whether Government has a dedicated future roadmap to expand infrastructure
development for historic Sikh minority institutions to globally project their identity and

contributions?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF MINORITY AFFAIRS
(SHRI KIREN RIJIJU)

(a) to (d) The Ministry of Minority affairs is implementing Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka
Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) schemes to improve the socio-economic and educational status
of the six notified minority communities across India. PM VIKAS Scheme is a Central
Sector Scheme of this Ministry, and no state wise allocation has been made under the
scheme. The scheme is implemented through eligible Project Implementing Agencies
(PIAs), Government institutions, Central and State PSUs, Minority Community
Institutions, Institutions of National Importance and Institutions of Eminence selected by
the Ministry for implementation of various components such as Skilling and Training,
Leadership and Entrepreneurship and Education.

Under PM VIKAS Scheme, a total of 59 PIAs have been allocated a target of 1.56
lakh beneficiaries across 31 States/UTs, out of which a total target of 31,600 candidates
were allocated to Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee (DSGMC). So far, under
PM VIKAS scheme training of 32,138 candidates has been completed, out of which 11,217
candidates are from Sikh community, comprising of 5655 men and 5562 women.
Additionally, under various loan schemes of National Minority Development and Finance
Corporation (NMDFC), an amount of Rs. 15.19 crore has been disbursed to 972
beneficiaries belonging to Sikh community during financial year 2025-26.
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