GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO- 1180
ANSWERED ON 29/07/2026

BLUE ECONOMY STRATEGY FOR WOMEN IN COASTAL FISHERIES
1180 SHRI MASTHAN RAO YADAYV BEEDHA:
Will the Minister of FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING be pleased to state:

(a) whether women's employment and livelihood needs have been factored into the Blue Economy policy
framework, particularly for coastal women in Andhra Pradesh, if so, details of the specific initiatives;
(b) whether Government proposes to develop a dedicated strategy for women fisher workers' cooperatives
under the framework, specially in Nellore, Andhra Pradesh;

(c) steps being taken/proposed to safeguard the livelihoods of traditional fisherwomen amid transition
towards deep-sea and mechanized fishing; and

(d) number of women fisher workers' cooperatives currently registered, and the funds allocated and
disbursed to them, in Andhra Pradesh, including Nellore district, during the last three years?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH ALIAS LALAN SINGH)

@ Women's employment and livelihood needs are explicitly integrated into the Blue Economy
policy framework under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), with a focus on
coastal women, including those in Andhra Pradesh. The scheme recognizes women as a priority
beneficiary group and provides both higher financial assistance and targeted initiatives to support their
participation and empowerment in the fisheries and aquaculture sector. Women beneficiaries are
eligible for up to 60% government financial assistance for beneficiary-oriented activities, compared to
40% for the general category. This applies to both individual and group activities, making it easier for
women to access funding for fisheries-related enterprises.

(b) The Government of Andhra Pradesh has reported that Andhra Pradesh Fishermen Cooperative
Federation (AFCOF) has initiated a strategic intervention to strengthen cooperatives, with a special
focus on women-led cooperatives, by facilitating the formation of Fish Farmer Producer Organizations
(FFPOs) across Andhra Pradesh including Nellore. This initiative aims to empower fish farmers
through collective action and institutional support while enabling FFPQOs to access financial assistance,
infrastructure, capacity-building, and other benefits available under the Government of India's Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-Yojana (PM-
MKSSY) schemes.

(© The policies and schemes of the Department of Fisheries, including PMMSY, accord high
priority to promoting deep-sea and mechanised fishing as part of the broader strategy for enhancing
fish production, productivity, and value-chain modernisation. To safeguard and strengthen the
livelihoods of traditional fisherwomen, targeted interventions have been instituted under PMMSY.
Women beneficiaries are eligible for enhanced financial assistance of 60% support across a wide range
of fisheries activities, including for the acquisition of deep-sea fishing vessels, compared to the 40%
support available to the general category. Further, this subsidy is also extended to fisherwomen for
diversified income-generating activities such as seaweed cultivation, ornamental fisheries,
paddy-cum-fish culture, cage culture, fish processing, value addition, and marketing, thereby
promoting livelihood diversification and resilience.



(d) Under PMMSY, the Department of Fisheries supports the formation and strengthening of Fisheries
Cooperative Societies across all States/UTs, including Andhra Pradesh. The State Government of
Andhra Pradesh has reported that 66 Women Fisher Workers’ Cooperatives have been
registered/converted into Fish Farmer Producers Organisations (FFPO) in Andhra Pradesh. A total
0f269,11,452 has been released towards Management Cost and Equity Grant to 10 FFPOs, enabling
them to improve office infrastructure, undertake business development activities, and strengthen
their financial base. In Nellore District, 6 Fisherwomen Cooperative Societies have been converted
into FFPOs and an amount of ¥90,000 has been sanctioned as a one-time grant to one FFPO so far.
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