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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO - 85

ANSWERED ON - 29/01/2026

CONDITION OF INDIAN LABOURERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

85. DR. V. SIVADASAN 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:-

(a) the number of Indian workers who died abroad during the last  five years,  year-wise and 
country-wise;

(b) whether Government is cognizant about the exploitation and injustice faced by the Indian 
workers and if so, the details of complaints or abuse, year-wise and country-wise;

(c) whether India has protested against exploitative labour practices faced by Indian workers in 
foreign countries, in the Gulf, Europe and North America; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the measures taken by Government to raise the concerns on 
appropriate fora?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI KIRTI VARDHAN SINGH)

(a) to (d) The year-wise and country-wise data of Indian nationals, including workers, who died 
abroad during the last five years as well as the number of complaints received from the Indian 
workers are given at Annexure-A.  

Government  of  India accords utmost  priority to the safety,  security and wellbeing of  Indian 
nationals abroad.  It has been noticed that some of the Indian labourers abroad, especially in the 
Gulf countries, sometimes face difficulties. Most of the these complaints are regarding delay in 
payment or non-payment of  salaries as well  as that  of end of  service benefits,  unauthorized 
retention of passports, longer working hours, non-provision of leaves, not providing overtime 
wages, offering jobs different to that promised at the time of recruitment, unemployment due to 
sudden  closure  of  companies,  problem  while  changing  the  employers,  problem  related  to 
accommodation,  denial  of  legitimate  labour  rights,  ill  treatment/harassment, 
non-issuance/renewal of residence permits, non-cancellation of visas, refusal to grant exit/re–
entry permits to visit India, refusal to allow return to India on final exit visa after completion of 
contracts,  non-provision  of  medical  and  insurance  facilities,  and  non-payment  of  death 
compensation, etc.
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Our  Missions/Posts  abroad  remain  vigilant  and,  on  receipt  of  information  about  any  Indian 
national in distress, immediately get in touch with them and promptly take up the matter with the 
the  local  Ministry of  Foreign Affairs  and other  concerned Government  agencies  of  the  host 
country like Immigration, Labour Department, Home Affairs, Defence and Border Affairs and 
law enforcement agencies, to ascertain the facts of the case and to ensure their welfare and well 
being.  In  addition  to  extending all  possible  consular  assistance,  Mission/Post  also  assists  in 
providing legal aid, wherever needed. The matter of rescue and repatriation of Indian nationals is 
also taken up with the host country. Mission/Post also maintains a panel of local lawyers, where 
Indian community is in sizeable numbers. In addition, such matters are also regularly taken up 
with respective government through diplomatic channels. Government of India also raises these 
issues at political level with the host Government from time to time. 

Labor and Manpower Cooperation MOUs/Agreements that provide the overarching framework 
for cooperation on labour and manpower related issues are in place with the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab Emirates) and 
Jordan.  Further,  to  safeguard  the  specific  interest  of  domestic  workers  in  GCC  Countries, 
agreements on Labor Cooperation for Domestic Sector have been signed with Saudi Arabia, 
UAE and Kuwait.   Based on Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) signed with the host 
countries, matters related to welfare and protection of workers, including female, are also taken 
up during regular meetings of Joint Working Groups with host countries.

*****
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Annexure ‘A’

Sl. 
N
o.

Name of 
Country

Name of 
Mission/Post

Number of Indian workers 
who died abroad during the 

last five years

Number of complaints of 
abuse/exploitation received 

from Indian workers in the last 
five years.

2021 2022 2023 202
4

2025 2021 2022 202
3

202
4

2025

1
Afghanist

an
EOI, Kabul NIL 0 1 2 0 NIL 0 0 0 0

2 Albania EOI, Tirana NIL NIL 1 2 NIL NIL NIL 2 4

3 Algeria EOI, Algiers 1 0 5 4 5 8 4 4 7 3

4 Angola HCI, Luanda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

5
Argentin

a
EOI Buenos 

Aires
2 0 0 0 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

6 Armenia EOI Yerevan 3 2 11 38 31 0 0 1 0 2

7 Australia CGI, Perth NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

8 CGI Sydney 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9
CGI 

Brisbane
NIL NIL NIL 0 0 NIL NIL NIL 0 0

10
CGI 

Melbourne
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

11
HCI 

Canberra
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

12 Austria EoI, Vienna NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

13 Azerbaija EOI, Baku 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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n

14
Banglade

sh
AHCI, 
Khulna

Nil NIL 1 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

15
AHCI, 

Chittagong
3 2 NIL 1 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

16
AHCI, 

Rajshahi
NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

17 HCI, Dhaka 5 4 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 1

18 Belarus EOI, Minsk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

19 Belgium EOI Brussels 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

20
Belize EoI Mexico 

City
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

21
Bhutan EoI 

Thimphu
17 11 8 6 2 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

22

CGI, 
Phuentsholin

g

4 2 3 4 7 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

23 Bolivia EoI, La Paz 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

24
Botswana HCI 

Gaborone
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

25

Brazil EOI Brasilia 
& CGI Sao 

Paulo

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

26
Brunei HCI, Brunei 

Darussalam
8 11 9 12 14 NIL NIL NIL NIL 0

27 Burkina 
Faso

EoI, 
Ouagadougo

2 5 2 5 2 0 0 0 0 1
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u

28
Cabo 
Verde

EOI, Praia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

29
Cambodi

a
EoI, Phnom 

Penh
0 0 11 8 12 0 44 207 980 1300

30
Cameroo

n
HCI, 

Yaounde
1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1

31 Canada HCI, Ottawa NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

32 CGI Toronto 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

33
Chad EOI 

N'Djamena
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 0

34
Chile EOI, 

Santiago
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

35 China EOI Beijing NIL NIL 2 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

36
CGI Hong 

Kong
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

37
CGI 

Shanghai
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

38
CGI, 

Guangzhou
0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

39 Colombia EOI Bogota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

40

Comoros EOI, 
Antananariv

o

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

41
Cote 

d'Ivoire
EOI, 

Abidjan
5 3 8 8 5 NIL NIL NIL NIL 3
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42 Croatia EOI, Zagreb 2 2 1 4 6 0 0 0 0 0

43
Chad EOI 

N'Djamena
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

44 Cuba EOI, Havana NIL 4 NIL 2 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

45
Czech 

Republic
EOI Prague 2 2 1 4 3 0 0 0 0 0

46 Cyprus HCI Nicosia 1 3 3 10 5 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

47
Denmark EoI, 

Copenhagen
0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0

48 Djibouti EoI Djibouti 0 0 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 0

49

Dominica
n 

Republic

EOI Santo 
Domingo

NIL 0 0 0 0 NIL 0 0 0 0

50
DR 

Congo
EoI, 

Kinshasa
22 20 40 34 22 0 41 66 50 33

51 Ecuador EOI, Quito NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

52 Egypt EoI, Cairo 2 4 2 6 1 NIL NIL NIL 1 1

53
Equatoria
l Guinea

EoI Malabo 1 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

54 Eritrea EOI, Asmara 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

55 Estonia EOI, Tallinn NIL NIL NIL 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

56
Eswatini HCI, 

Mbabane
0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

57
Ethiopia EOI, Addis 

Ababa
7 8 3 4 2 6 9 29 73 54
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58 Fiji HCI, Suva NIL NIL NIL 2 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

59
Finland EOI, 

Helsinki
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

60
France CGI, 

Marseille
NIL NIL NIL NIL 0 NIL NIL NIL NIL 0

61
CGI, Saint 

Denis
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

62
Gabon HCI, 

Libreville
NIL NIL NIL 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

63 Georgia EOI, Tbilisi NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

64 Germany EOI, Berlin NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

65
CGI, 

Hamburg
18 19 24 24 16 0 0 0 2 0

66 CGI, Munich 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

67
CGI, 

Frankfurt
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

68 Ghana HCI, Accra 17 13 12 19 10 0 1 4 3 2

69 Greece EOI, Athens NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

70

Guatemal
a

EOI, 
Guatemala 

City

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

71
Guyana HCI, 

Georgetown
0 1 0 0 4 0 0 1 4 14

72
Iceland EOI, 

Reykjavik
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

73 Indonesia EOI Jakarta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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74 CGI Bali NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

75 CGI Medan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

76
Iraq EOI 

Baghdad
7 7 6 17 13 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

77 CGI Erbil 17 10 9 10 12 0 0 0 0 3

78 Ireland EOI, Dublin NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

79
Israel EoI, Tel 

Aviv
8 8 7 10 24 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

80 Italy EOI, Rome 1 2 1 2 4 0 0 0 0 0

81 CGI, Milan 0 0 0 0 0 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

82
Jamaica HCI, 

Kingston
0 2 7 5 5 0 0 0 1 1

83 Japan EOI, Tokyo 8 11 9 7 6 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

84
CGI, Osaka-

Kobe
NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

85 Jordan EoI Amman 19 18 19 8 17 0 0 0 0 0

86 Kazakhst
an

EOI, Astana NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

87 ROI, Almaty NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

88 Kenya HCI Nairobi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

89
AHCI 

Mombasa
2 5 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

90 Kuwait EOI, Kuwait 1138 676 663 699 714 4339 5660 782 372 4081
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91
Kyrgyzst

an
EOI, 

Bishkek
NIL NIL NIL 2 NIL NIL NIL 75 90 105

92
Lao PDR EOI, 

Vientiane
NIL 2 NIL 3 6 3 81 252 592 1488

93 Latvia EOI, Riga NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL 4

94 Lebanon EoI, Beirut 11 16 12 18 5 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

95
Liberia EOI, 

Monrovia
0 6 4 10 6 0 0 2 3 3

96 Libya EOI, Tripoli 0 3 0 2 4 NIL NIL NIL 21 27

97 Lithuania EOI, Vilnius 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

98

Madagas
car

EOI, 
Antananariv

o

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

99
Malawi HCI, 

Lilongwe
10 6 2 1 5 1 0 0 1 3

10
0

Malaysia HCI, Kuala 
Lumpur

488 259 418 426 324 947 412 164
8

279
4

2532

10
1

Maldives HCI, Male' 10 28 29 22 25 203 184 549 119
0

855

10
2

Mali EOI, 
Bamako

6 1 4 6 0 0 0 0 0 0

10
3

Malta HCI, Malta 6 2 5 10 9 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

10
4

Mauritani
a

EOI, 
Nouakchott

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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10
5

Mauritius HCI, Port 
Louis

3 9 11 13 7 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

10
6

Mexico EOI, Mexico 
City

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

10
7

Mongolia EOI, 
Ulaanbaatar

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

10
8

Morocco EOI, Rabat 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

10
9

Mozambi
que

HCI, Maputo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

11
0

Myanmar EOI, Yangon NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL 399 83 203 1863

11
1

CGI, 
Mandalay

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

11
2

CGI, Sittwe NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

11
3

Namibia HCI, 
Windhoek

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

11
4

Nepal EOI, 
Kathmandu

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

11
5

CGI, Birgunj 15 13 19 11 19 4 4 1 6 12

11
6

New 
Zealand

HCI, 
Wellington

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

11
7

CGI, 
Auckland

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
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11
8

Niger EOI, Niamey 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

11
9

Nigeria

HCI Abuja NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
0

CGI, Lagos 62 34 44 30 40 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
1

Norway EOI, Oslo NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
2

 Oman EOI, Muscat 913 452 503 474 479 1077 2478 428
1

311
4

2345

12
3

Pakistan HCI, 
Islamabad

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
4

Palestine ROI, 
Ramallah

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
5

Panama EoI, Panama NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
6

Papua 
New 

Guinea

HCI, Port 
Moresby

1 0 1 1 2 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
7

Paraguay EOI, 
Asuncion

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

12
8

Peru EoI, Lima 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

12
9

Philippin
es

EOI , Manila NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

13
0

Poland EOI Warsaw 1 7 6 12 6 0 0 0 0 0

13 Qatar EOI, Doha 420 366 352 307 315 475 525 455 179 186
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1

13
2

Republic 
of Congo

EOI, 
Brazzaville

0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 1 1

13
3

Republic 
of Guinea

EOI, 
Conakry

0 3 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 11

13
4

Republic 
of Korea

EOI, Seoul NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

13
5

Romania EOI, 
Bucharest

8 6 8 5 5 0 0 0 0 0

13
6

Russian 
Federatio

n

CGI, St. 
Petersburg

2 2 3 2 1 0 1 1 1 5

CGI, 
Vladivostok

1 0 1 1 3 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

13
7

Rwanda HCI, Kigali NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

13
8

Sao 
Tome

EoI, Sao 
Tome

0 0 0 0 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

13
9

Saudi 
Arabia

EoI, Riyadh 1500 1177 1300 122
3

1215 1128 1947 227
9

222
3

2198

14
0

CGI, Jeddah 569 896 1273 128
6

1318 650 456 798 630 679

14
1

Senegal EOI, Dakar NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

14
2

Serbia EOI, 
Belgrade

1 1 0 5 5 1 5 3 12 34
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14
3

Seychelle
s

HCI, 
Victoria

6 8 9 12 13 19 31 58 42 46

14
4

Sierra 
Leone

HCI, 
Freetown

1 6 4 6 5 NIL 4 3 18 27

14
5

Singapor
e

HCI, 
Singapore

83 87 91 103 87 0 0 0 0 0

14
6

Slovenia EOI, 
Slovenia

NIL NIL 1 1 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

14
7

Slovak 
Republic

EOI, 
Bratislava

NIL NIL NIL 1 2 4 7 8 10 28

14
8

South 
Africa

HCI, 
Pretoria

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

14
9

CGI, Cape 
Town

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

15
0

CGI, Durban NIL NIL NIL 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

15
1

CGI, 
Johannesbur

g

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

15
2

South 
Sudan

EOI, Juba 6 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 1 1

15
3

Spain EOI Madrid NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

15
4

CGI 
BarceloNIL

NIL NIL NIL 0 0 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

15
5

Sri Lanka CGI, 
Hambantota

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

15 AHCI, 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
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6 Kandy

15
7

CGI, Jaffna 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

15
8

Sudan EOI 
Khartoum

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

15
9

Suriname EOI, 
Paramaribo

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

16
0

Sweden EOI 
Stockholm

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

16
1

Switzerla
nd

CGI Geneva 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

16
2

Switzerla
nd

EOI, Berne 2 11 13 10 12 0 0 0 0 0

16
3

Syria EOI, 
Damascus

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

16
4

Taiwan India Taipei 
Association

1 0 2 4 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL 1

16
5

Tajikista
n

EoI 
Dushanbe

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL 1 1 1 3 10

16
6

Tanzania HCI, Dar-es-
salaam

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

16
7

CGI, 
Zanzibar

0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0

16
8

Thailand EoI Bangkok NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

16
9

CoI, 
Chiangmai

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
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17
0

Timor 
Leste

EOI, Dili NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

17
1

 The 
Netherlan

ds

EOI, The 
Hague

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

17
2

Togo EOI, Lome 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2

17
3

Trinidad 
& 

Tobago

HCI, Port of 
Spain

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

17
4

Tunis EOI, Tunis 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 48

17
5

Turkiye EOI, Ankara NIL 1 1 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

17
6

CGI, 
Istanbul

0 0 4 0 0 0 0 5 2 3

17
7

Turkmeni
stan

EOI, 
Ashgabat

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

17
8

UAE EOI, Abu 
Dhabi

466 458 446 551 644 755 779 549 387 411

17
9

CGI, Dubai 2248 1750 1687 202
0

2110 1972 2427 292
8

303
0

3727

18
0

Uganda HCI, 
Kampala

29 22 18 18 11 29 17 6 1 3

18
1

United 
Kingdom

EOI, London NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

18
2

CGI, 
Edinburgh

NIL NIL 1 6 11 NIL NIL NIL NIL 1
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18
3

CGI, 
Manchester

NIL NIL NIL NIL 0 NIL NIL NIL NIL 0

18
4

CGI, 
Birmingham

NIL 34 44 41 51 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

18
5

Ukraine EOI, Kyiv 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

18
6

Uruguay EOI, Buenos 
Aires

1 0 0 1 0 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

18
7

USA EOI,Washin
gton DC

39 88 90 92 98 0 0 0 0 0

18
8

CGI, Atlanta NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

18
9

PMI, New 
York

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
0

CGI, Seattle NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
1

CGI, 
Houston

NIL NIL NIL 18 29 NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
2

CGI, Los 
Angeles

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
3

CGI, San 
Francisco

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
4

CGI, New 
York

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

19
5

CGI, 
Chicago

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
6

Uzbekist
an

EOI, 
Tashkent

NIL 1 4 10 5 NIL NIL NIL 175 300
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19
7

Venezuel
a

EOI, Caracas NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

19
8

Vietnam EOI,Hanoi 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 7 21 4

19
9

CGI, Ho Chi 
Minh City

NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

20
0

Yemen EOI, Riyadh 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

20
1

Zambia HCI, Lusaka NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL 9 2 4 12 9

20
2

Zimbabw
e

EOI, Harare NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
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