
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM 

 

RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.2211 

ANSWERED ON 18.12.2025 

 

ASSISTANCE TO STATES 

 

2211 SHRI SANJAY SETH: 

 

Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:  

 

(a) the primary strategic objective of Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment 

(SASCI) scheme and the manner in which it aligns with Government’s long-term tourism 

vision; 

(b) how scheme contributes to Government’s aim to de-pressurize over-visited tourist spots by 

promoting lesser-known but high-potential destinations; 

(c) the mechanisms in place to periodically review and monitor the progress of the scheme, 

ensuring timely completion and quality control; and 

(d) how the development under the scheme is made inclusive i.e. making women, tribal 

communities and marginalized groups participate in and benefit from tourism infrastructure 

and services? 

 

ANSWER 

 

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM                            (SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT) 

 

(a) to (d): The Ministry of Tourism during Financial Year 2024-25 issued operational guidelines 

for ‘Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment (SASCI) – Development of Iconic Tourist 

Centres to Global Scale’ with the objective to comprehensively develop iconic tourist centres in the 

country, branding and marketing them at global scale and Government of India has sanctioned 40 

projects for Rs.3295.76 Crore in the country under this initiative. 

 

The projects under the scheme were identified based on the project proposals submitted by 

the concerned State Governments, its examination on the prescribed parameters to access destination 

potential and preparedness; such as connectivity to the site, tourism ecosystem, carrying capacity, 

sustainability measures, sustainable operation and management, project impact and value created, 

tourism marketing plans etc. and as per the institutional framework detailed in the scheme guidelines. 

The scheme guidelines also encourage the State Governments to undertake consultations with 

stakeholders and local community representatives while preparing Detailed Project Reports (DPRs).  

 

These sanctioned projects are implemented and managed by the concerned State Government. 

However, Ministry of Tourism periodically reviews the progress of the projects sanctioned under 

SASCI scheme and encourages the State Governments to expedite progress of projects in a time 

bound manner.  

 

***** 


