
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 211

TO BE ANSWERED ON 2ND DECEMBER, 2025

COVERAGE OF BENEFICIARIES UNDER PDS

211 DR. VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY:

Will the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the total number of beneficiaries covered under the Public Distribution
System (PDS) in last five years across the country, State-wise and district-wise for Punjab;

(b) the measures taken by Government to ensure transparency and reduce leakages in the

distribution offoodgrains under PDS, especially in Punjab;

(C)
and

the details of the Fair Price Shops in the country, State-wise and district-wise for Punjab;

(d) the details of the Fair Price Shops closed in the country in last five years including State of
Punjab?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,

FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRIMATI NIMUBEN JAYANTIBHAI BAMBHANIY A\

(a): The Public Distribution System (PDS) is now governed as per the provisions of the

National Food Security Act, 2013. The Act provides for coverage of 75cY, of the rural and 50% of
the urban population, WhiGh at Census, 2011 population comes out to around 81 .35 crore persons.
A statement indicating State/UT (including Punjab) wise number of beneficiaries covered under
the Act during the last 5 years is at Annexure I. District wise data is not maintained by the
department.

(b): in order to ensure proper functioning of the Act, reforms in the Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS) are being undertaken in consonance with Section 12 of the Act.
Some of these reforms include digitization of ration cards / beneficiaries database, seeding of
unique identification numbers (Aadhaar) in digitized database, online allocation of foodgrains,
computerization of Supply Chain Management, automation of Fair Price Shops, portability of
ration cards, full transparency of records and putting in place of a strong Grievance redressal

machinery .
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In order to ensure transparency and accountability in Targeted Public Distribution System

(TPDS), the Act provides for periodic social audits on the functioning of fair price shops,
Targeted Public Distribution System and other welfare schemes, through iocal authority, or any

other authority or body, as may be authorized by the State Government. The Central Government
may also conduct or cause to be conducted social audit through independent agencies having
experience in conduct of such audits

In addition to this, the Act provides for constitution of Vigilance Committees at the State,

District, Block and fair price shop levels for ensuring transparency and proper functioning of the
Targeted Public Distribution System and accountability of the functionaries in the system

(c): ’T'he TPDS under the NFSA is operated under the joint responsibility of the Central and the
State/ Union Territory (UT) Governmeots. 'The operational responsibility including issuance of
licenses to Fair Price ShQPS (FPSs), supervision and monitoring of the functioning of Fair Price
Shops etc.,"rest with the concerned State/UT Government. A statQment indicating it'ate-*.&ise

number of Fair Price Shops in the country is at Annexure-II. A statement indicating district'-v/ise
nulnber of Fair Price Shops in the State af Punjab is at Afrn6xure-Ill.

(d): The'data in respect of Fair Price Shops closed in the country in last five year including
State of Punjab is not maintainQd by this Depaltment.
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ANNEXURE I

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED
QUESTION NO. 211 DUE FOR ANSWER ON 02.12.2025 REGARDING “COVERAGE
OF BENEFICIARIES UNDER PDSD.

Statement indicating the State/UT-wise number of beneficiaries covered under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) during last five years in the country.
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ANNEXURE ll

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN PART (c) OF THE RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED
QUESTION NO. 211 DUE FOR ANSWER ON 02.12.2025 REGARDING “COVERAGE
OF BENEFICIARIES UNDER PDS”.

Statement indicating the State-wise Fair Price Shops in the Country as of 25.1 1.2025 .
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ANNEXURE III

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN PART (c) OF THE RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED
QUESTION NO. 211 DUE FOR ANSWER ON 02.12.2025 REGARDING “COVERAGE
OF BENEFICIARIES UNDER PDS”.

Statement indicating the District-wise Fair Price Shops in the State of Punjab as of 25. 1 1.2025 .

State
Name
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PUNJAB
PUNJAB
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AMRITSAR
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BATHIN DA
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