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STORAGE CAPACITY OF GOVERNMENT-OWNED STORAGE
HOUSES/WAREHOUSES

1786 SHRI R. DHARMAR

Will the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution be pleased to
state

( a ) the total number and storage capacity of Government - owned storage
houses/warehouses across the country, the details thereof, State-wise;

(b) whether the existing storage capacity is adequate to meet the current and projected
demand for essential commodities, particularly during emergencies or natural disasters;

(c) the steps taken by Government to modernise and expand storage infrastructure,
including technological upgrades to prevent wastage and spoilage;

(d) whether any shortfall in storage capacity has been reported in recent years and the
corrective measures being taken to address the same; and

(e) whether Government plans to involve private sector or Public-Private-Partnerships to
enhance storage capacity?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,

FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(SHRIMATI NIMUBEN JAYANTIBHAI BAMBHANIYA)

(a): Department of Food & Public Distribution through FCI mainly stores wheat & rice
after procurement for PDS operation and to maintain buffer stock. As on 01.11.2025,

total Covered Storage Capacity available with FCI is 482.23 LMT (Owned – 147.38

LMT + Hired – 322.43 LMT+ CAP-12.42 LMT) and 347.13 LMT covered capacity

available with the State agencies for storage of Central Pool foodgrain stock across the

country. The State-wise details are enclosed at Annexure-l.

As on 01.11.2025, 2544 numbers (Owned - 575 & Hired – 1969) of godowns of
Food Corporation of India currently operating in the various states for storage of
foodgrains throughout the country. The State-wise details are enclosed at Annexure-II.



(b): The Government continuously assesses and monitors the storage capacity and

based on the storage gap assessment, the storage capacities are created/hired through

following schemes :

1. Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme

2. Central Sector Scheme (CSS) 2017-25

3. Construction ofSilo's under PPP mode

4. Hiring ofgodown from CWCs/SWCs/State Agencies
5. Hiring ofgodown through Private Warehousing Scheme (PWS).

6. Creation ofgodowns under Asset Monetization

7. CAP Hiring Scheme -2025

8. Modified PEG scheme for NE & Hilly states with longer guarantee period of 15

years

(c): The Government has taken various steps to modernise and expand storage

infrastructure, including technological upgrades which also prevent wastage and spoilage;

Steps for modernization of Storage

(i) Smart Warehouse Project :-

Department is in the process of converting 150 owned Depots of Food Corporation

of India (FCI) to smart warehouses on pilot basis. Besides, all the food grain depots of
Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC) are also covered under smart warehouse

project.

Under this project, traditional depots are converted in smart warehouses which are

equipped with different sensors like smoke sensors, fire sensors & gate opening sensor

etc. for monitoring key parameters such as CC)2, phosphine levels, fire hazards, humidity,

unauthorized entry and temperature on real time basis.

This initiative is to ensure real-time visibility, timely intervention, data-driven

decision-making & standardized operations across all depots contributing to ensure safe,

secure, and efficient food grain storage and distribution.

(ii) Depot Darpan Portal: -

Depot Darpan Portal is a digital platform launched by this Department to enhance

the monitoring, transparency and efficiency of food-grain storage depots under PDS.



This Portal uses a composite scoring system, assessing depots on two broad

categories: Infrastructure and Operational Parameters. Based on the scores, each depot

receives a star rating, which is meant to provide a quick assessment of depot

performance. Validation of data is built into the process via 100% supervisory officer
verification and some random third-party audits to ensure reliability.

(iii) Creation of modern steel silos: -

FCI’s operational steel-silo capacity has increased to 29.5 LMT, with projects

underway to raise it to nearly 90 LMT in coming 2-3 years, marking a major shift from

traditional godown-based storage to modern scientific systems.

Main objective of this reform is to modernize India’s food grain storage and

supply chain through durable, efficient and technologically advanced steel silos that

reduce post-harvest losses, preserve grain quality, enable faster and safer rail-based

movement, requires one third of the land in comparison to conventional godown, and

lower logistics costs.

Silos ensure better grain quality, reduced wastage and improving. For the sector,

silos provide higher operational efficiency, faster bulk handling, reduced spoilage, lower
labour needs and optimized supply-chain operations, strengthening the long-term storage

capacity and enhancing sustainability and cost-effectiveness.

Steps for expansion of storage.

The Government expands storage capacity using the various schemes as stated in
part (b) above.

(d): The requirement of Storage capacity in FCI depends upon the level of
procurement, requirement of buffer norms and PDS operations for Rice and Wheat
mainly. FCI continuously assesses and monitors the storage capacity and based on the
storage gap assessment, storage capacities are created/hired.

(e): The Government is augmenting its storage capacity through Public Privates

Partnership (PPP) model under following schemes in the country: -

1. Construction of SILO's under ppp mode

2. Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme
3. Asset Monetization Scheme
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Central Pool Storage Capacity with FCI and State Govt. Agencies as on 01.11.2025 Annex - I
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